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PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:
(your name)
USCG COMMSTA Boston
P.O. Box 1310
Forestdale, MA 02644
COMMERCIAL PHONE: (508) 888-4556 



WEB SITE:
http://cgweb.mlca.uscg.mil/commstaboston

E-MAIL: Executive Petty Officer (XPO) dminehart@comstaboston.uscg.mil
UNIT’s MISSIONS:  Maintenance of high frequency (HF) and medium frequency (MF) communications and support equipment.

Normal Work Hours:
Monday through Friday, 0700 to 1300 (Trop Hours)
TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: 

SUMMER:
a) Mow front and back lawns
b) Mow along station entrance driveway
c) Brush hog over 250 acres around antennas
d) Trim trees along vehicle paths
e) Paint, weed-whack, vehicle and ground equipment maintenance

WINTER:
a) Shovel snow and plow the access roads to the station 
b) Generator and Boiler maintenance
c) Motor pool maintenance
d) Special Projects

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:
Rotating Duty Engineer and Duty Non-rate beeper recall. 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:
Check in with the COMMSTA OOD. 
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UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:
Operational Dress Uniform (ODU) 

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: 
Unit ballcaps will be presented upon arrival. 

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER:  70 F

WINTER:  32 F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE: Contact your sponsor
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: 
Cape Cod Community College (20-25 minutes): http://www.capecod.mass.edu/
University of Massachusetts- Dartmouth (45-50 minutes): http://www.umassd.edu/
Upper Cape Cod regional technical School (20-30 minutes): www.uppercapetech.cc
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  ET, MK, IT, and SK
NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:
Falmouth, Mass 5 miles to the south
Hyannis, MA 20 miles to the east
Providence, RI 60 miles to the south
Boston, Mass 70 miles to the north
New York, NY 240 miles to the south
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: 
The COMMSTA is situated on OTIS Air National Guard Base. It is also referred to as the Massachusetts Military Reservation (MMR).MMR has housing, commissary, exchange, theatre, library, recreational center, gym, post office, child development center, bowling alley, outdoor pool, and golf course.
LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY: 

Both are located on MMR, approximately 5 miles from station.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: 

Most major religions are represented.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Service Dress Bravo or Trops w/Combo Cap or Garrison Cap.
IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: 
Station is manned 24 hours a day. The OOD is available to assist newly reported personnel.
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ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW: 
It is a necessity to have a vehicle or some means of transportation. The base is located in a remote area and it is about a 4-mile drive to get off base. This is a HIGH cost area to live off base
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, at Air Station Cape Cod

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  There is family housing for married personnel and either barracks or shared housing on base for single personnel.
RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL, SINGLE, 18-20 YR OLD:  $1400 per year. Massachusetts has one of the HIGHEST insurance rates in the nation. Many of the national carriers do not provide coverage in Massachusetts. Please check with your current insurance agent about your options in Massachusetts.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No 

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  Initially in the barracks, and then on in base housing. Normally two people share a housing unit

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: 
Yes, submit form CG-5267 

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Various institutions in Falmouth and Hyannis. There are two ATM’s on base, but they have a limit of $100 per transaction.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Yes, but not on base.
IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  Yes, in Hyannis.

HOW MANY STORES:  About 40
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:
Summer: +$1500 without utilities
Off-Season: $1200 - $1500 without utilities

BAH RATE: E2/E3 without dependents:  $ 1130
with dependents :  $1451
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IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: 1-2 MONTHS

HOUSING OFFICE:
(508) 968-6504
(508) 968-6506 FAX
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: On MMR in family housing 

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:  $90 per month
Massachusetts has one of the HIGHEST insurance rates in the nation. Many of the national carriers do not provide coverage in Massachusetts. Please check with your current insurance agent about your options in Massachusetts.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: 
Off base with civilian doctors

GO TO SCHOOL: 
6 weeks to 5 years old: Child Development Center (508) 968-6450
K-4th:  
Otis Memorial, on base (508) 563-2206
5th – 8th: 
Bourne Middle School (508) 759-0690
9th – 12th:
Bourne High School (508) 759-0670
** Note: All children before they can attend school, must show proof of either having had “Chicken Pox” or the vaccination for it. This is a State Law that cannot be waived.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE: STANDARD

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?
Not twhen reporting to the unit, unless it is unavoidable.

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA:
During the Summer the entire “Cape” is flooded with tourists. This can make travel difficult at certain times getting off and on to the Cape on the the 2 bridges linking the Cape to the mainland. There are a wide variety of outdoor activities such as fishing, boating, camping, running, and biking. 
