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UNIT NAME: CGC WILLOW (WLB-202)

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

Commanding Officer

USCGC WILLOW (WLB-202)

Pier 2 NAVSTA

Newport, RI 20841

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (401) 841-2944/45
FAX: (401) 862-0786
E-MAIL:  SLeidy@cgcwillow.uscg.mil

UNITS MISSIONS:  Aids to Navigation, Homeland Security, Fisheries, Search and Rescue, and Ice Breaking.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: SA/SN members are assigned to Deck Department.  Members work on deck with Aids to Navigation.  They have the opportunities to become members of the Law Enforcement Team, drive small boats, and earn deck qualifications.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: FA/FN members are assigned to the engineering department to either the Main Propulsion Section or the Auxiliary Section.  Typical duties include maintenance and repair of machinery.  They have the opportunities to become a crane operator, underway EOW, and generator watchstanders.  
INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: All newly reporting  personnel stand 1-in-3-duty rotation until qualified.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: All newly reporting personnel stand 1-in-3-duty rotation until qualified.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: SA/SN members stand 4-hour Helm/Lookout watches depending on the number assigned to Deck Department and number qualified.  
UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: FA/FN stand generator watches when moored inport without services.  Certain members may conduct rounds as a Fuel Oil Water King.  

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Members may report at anytime, but should give an estimate time to their sponsor prior to arrival.  If transportation is needed, this can be coordinated through the Command Duty Officer.
IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT: If the cutter is underway members may report to the Maintenance Augmentation Team located on Pier 2, Naval Station Newport. 

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET): Each member has an estimated amount of 25 Cubic Feet of personal storage space.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: The normal Inport/Underway uniform is Working Blue.

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: For special events, trops may be worn.  
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER: 80-85

WINTER: 20-30
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UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #: The unit Mutual Representative is ENS Amanda Ryan.  ENS Ryan can be reached at (401) 841-2944

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: Due to our operational commitment members are better off continuing their education via distance learning.  The Educational Service Officer provides direction and points of contact for members.
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: MK, BM, ET, YN, SK, HS, FS, DC, and EM.
NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Newport, RI is approx 3 miles away






            Providence, RI is approx 43 miles away






            Boston, MA is approx 65 miles away

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: Naval Station Newport has all services members may be interested in, including a large exchange, commissary, uniform shop, dry cleaners, enlisted lounge etc. The nearest Coast Guard Base is Cape Cod AIRSTA, which is roughly 1 hour and 15 minutes away.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: Naval Station Newport, five minutes from the pier location.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Catholic, Protestant, Greek Orthodox, and Baptist.

IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS: Willow’s operational area is from Newport, RI to Eastport Maine.  Willow has four  ports of call for crew breaks and supplies including Southwest Harbor, Maine, Portland, Maine, Boston, Massachusetts, and occasionally New London, Connecticut. 

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: From September to May members should report in Service Dress Blues (Bravos).  From June to August members should report in Tropical Blue Long.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE , RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  Member should request to speak with the unit Yeoman.  The unit Yeoman is the point of contact for all newly reporting personnel, and will most likely be able to answer any and all questions members will have.  

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:
The CGC Willow is a multi-mission ship, making any job on board exciting because our mission is always changing.  Willow has had the opportunity to be involved in fleet week, Presidential visits, search and rescue missions, Seal Team training, Homeland Security and Aids to Navigation.  
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MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: Yes

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: Quarters are available on board.  Members regardless of their rank will be allowed to move into a Gov’t Leased apartment when inport.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Members regardless of their rank will be allowed to move into a Gov’t Leased apartment when inport.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: Onboard or Government Leased apartments.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: Upon reporting the unit Yeoman will complete the Housing Application with the member as part of their initial check-in.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: Members onboard bank in many different places, however USAA Federal Savings Bank (1-800-531-2265) is recommended due to the many benefits they offer i.e. free checking, ATM rebates, discount auto insurance, etc. 

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: Yes, There is a Navy Federal Credit Union on base that will service Coast Guard members.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA: The Rhode Island Mall and Warwick Mall are approximately twenty minutes away.  There is a mall in Providence approximately thirty minutes away.  The Providence Place Mall has approx 75 stores, movie theatre, and an arcade. 

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:

The average 2 bedroom apartment ranges from $800-1200 per month.  In some cases utilities are included.

BAH RATE FOR AN E2/E3: BAH rates for E2/E3 are the same.  BAH with dependents is $1007 and members without dependents are entitled to $796.  These amounts will generally increase yearly.

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Government Leased Housing is available through a contracted company.  
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: Apartment style housing averages from 1-2 months duplex style housing averages from 6-12 months but varies depending transfer season.

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE#: NAVSTA Newport Housing (401) 841-4545

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: Most dependents generally live in the area with the member in either Newport, Middletown, or Portsmouth, but it is not uncommon for members to be stationed onboard with their dependants living at their original home or residence. (Geographical Bachelor)

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE, GO TO SCHOOL: The Navy has a medical clinic on base. Most dependents attend local public schools in the area.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL: TRICARE PRIME

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE: Yes
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IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? Members may choose to bring their dependents with them initially, however it would be in the members best interest to report alone and arrange living quarters prior to moving their dependents for those members who bring their dependents with them initially, there is a Navy lodge on the base as well as many reasonable hotels within the area.

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER:


When people think of the Coast Guard most think of big white ships.  The words “Buoy Tenders” probably never come to mind.  The lack of publicity the buoy tender fleet has gotten has made buoy tenders some of the best-kept secrets in the Coast Guard (newer high tech buoy tenders such as the CGC Willow particularly!)

Training is very important aboard Willow.  As part of a small boat crew, it becomes essential that each crewmember have an idea of what the others do.  The crew of the Willow is very versatile, and ready to fill in for numerous positions in the event of someone’s absence.  As a SN or FN aboard the Willow you will receive more training then you would at most units.  This extra training makes you more prepared to transfer elsewhere, and makes you look more “Squared Away” when you report to your new unit.  Because the Willow has such a small crew, you would be more likely to become a boarding team member (Yes, buoy tenders do Law Enforcement), a Coxswain (Yes, buoy tenders do search and rescue), a master helmsman (Yes, buoy tenders have to be more maneuverable because unlike other ships that are avoiding shallow water and navigational hazards we are actually going to them to work on our buoys), a weapons officer (No buoy tenders do not have any GM’s or FT’s, but we still have an armory and mounted weapons), and so on.  Each member of the Willow has a lot of personal responsibilities, and is fully trained to handle those responsibilities.  On board the Willow you learn how to do various tasks the old fashion way but you have the advantage of being able to use the latest and greatest technology to do your job the most efficient way.


The extra space combined with fewer people has many advantages.  The crew already knew who I was because I wasn’t just another one of the dozen faces they constantly see come and go.  With a smaller crew it’s more like you are a new member in a tight family.  The Yeoman, cooks, staff, Educational Officers, and so on are all able to devote more time to address your individual needs.  When I first saw my stateroom (Yes, E-5 and below have staterooms on the Willow, not berthing areas), I was blown away.  Four-man, spacious, carpeted staterooms just like the ones reserved for chiefs and officers on other ships.  For a while I felt like royalty.  The Willow also has a bunch of civilian leased apartments off of the ship.  Even a brand new FA or SA doesn’t have to wait too long before they can move in to their new apartment.


Truthfully, when the Willow is on a buoy trip, the crew often works long hours.  There is a lot more than one would think that goes in to maintaining safe waterways.  Although there is a lot of work to be done, the Willow is one of the newest ships in the fleet and has a lot of technological advances that makes the workload a lot easier.  On deck, Willow has a lot of winches and drums that handle the buoys and the chains attached to the buoys.  On buoy tenders before us members of deck force had to handle a lot more heavy chain by hand.  We now have a computer that can control virtually every piece of mechanical equipment on the ship.  Instead of sending the Fireman all over the ship to open and shut valves in a 100-degree engine room, he can sit in a cozy air-conditioned room and simply push a button.  When we are underway the Willow is able to use its navigational computers and let the ship drive itself, allowing more SA’s and SN’s to sleep throughout the night.  Inport the Willow employs the use of camera monitors in hazardous spaces, and an advanced alarm system, both of which enables the watchstander and OOD’s to be more relaxed on duty days knowing that the ship is being monitored.  The other advantage of having this increased technology is that crewmembers have fewer duty days.  On most ships in the Coast Guard there are several crew members E-5 and below who have to stay on board the ship all night once every three or four days.  On board the Willow you will only have to stay on board all night any where from once every six days to once every eleven days.  If you have never known anything about Newport Rhode Island before, the first thing you should know is that it is a somewhat ritzy resort town.  Newport is on a small island.  There are three wonderful beaches on the island within a 15-min drive of each other.  In the heart of town is a cobblestone street that has a lot of good shopping stores, places to eat and drink and small parks, all overlooking the ocean.  Newport has been named the sailing capitol of the world.  As you head to the 
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southern part of the island, the coast is lined with one mansion after the other (some of which you can take tours of).  Even though I am sure it costs a lot to live in a mansion, you get a free apartment in this resort town if you are stationed at the Willow.  There is a college right downtown called Salve Regina, and the University of Rhode Island is about 20 minutes away.  The two colleges ensure that there are always young people around and always a good time to be had.  The nightlife in Newport is very exciting.  The bars pack have live bands playing nightly.  Newport is also very conveniently located within forty-five minutes drive from providence and an hour to Boston.  If your’re into outdoor activities, it is only a 15 minute drive o get to Mass., and about an hour and a half to get to New Hampshire.  It takes about three hours to get to Maine.

