UNIT INFORMATION

 Last updated:   Sept 27, 2011 District 1
Unit Name: USCGC SENECA (WMEC-906)
Personal Mailing Address: Commanding Officer

                                               USCGC SENECA (WMEC 906)

                                               427 Commercial Street

                                               Boston, MA 02109

                                               ATTN: (Your Name)

Phone Number:          (617) 223-3083/3084/3085               Fax:   Use main phone lines request assistance.
· Unit Missions:  Homeland Security, Law Enforcement, National Defense and Search and Rescue.

· Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:  You will be working for the Deck Department conducting deck force operations which includes exterior ship maintenance and preservation (chipping and painting), line handling, small boat operations as well as Helm and Lookout duties underway.

· Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:  You will be working for the Engineering Department, overseeing general engineering/mechanical plant operation, maintenance, repair and preservation.

· Inport Watch and Duty Rotation for SA/FA:  On duty days you will stand Cold Iron Security Watch which entails making thorough rounds of the ship inside and out; approximately 1 duty day out of 3 during break-in period, 1 day out of 5 once qualified. Your duty days consist of a 24 hour period restricted to the ship. You can also expect to spend time periodically messcooking in the galley.

· Ratings present at unit: MK, IT, OS, GM, DC, EM, ET, SK, HS, YN, BM, FS, ME and ET. 

· How much personal storage space?  Approximately 12 cubic feet which includes a stand-up locker for hang-up clothes and space within your bunk for storage. Extra storage space onboard is very limited, so be selective of those items that you bring with you. Large items such as computers and other electronics gear cannot always be accommodated. Laptops and a Walkman are a good alternative to home style systems until you secure off-ship accommodations.

· Is on-base parking available? Yes, however it is very limited and a parking pass is required. A temporary pass may be available from base security for duty days until a permanent pass can be made available from PSSU Boston’s Parking Officer. Personnel with cars residing onboard the ship or in PSSU barracks will be given precedence for permanent passes.

· How much time is spent away from homeport? SENECA typically spends 2 months at a time inport followed by 2 months underway. Dependents (wives and children) should be prepared for these long absences. We do have underway internet connectivity, so you will be able to communicate with loved ones and friends via email. We also have underway satellite TV for live television broadcasts. SENECA has a workout room onboard for those who like to exercise.

· Uniform normally worn during workday:  ODU.

· Recommended uniform items in addition to seabag issue:  Additional ODU’s.

· Average temperature in Boston:  Summer: 75 F     Winter: 25 F

AIRPORTS

Logan International Airport in Boston is the recommended airport for reporting aboard SENECA due to availability of flights as well as access to ground transportation to ISC Boston. Logan International also hosts a USO Assistance Center located in terminal C on the ground level - call (617) 568-1978 if you have questions or need directions to their facility.  The USO offers assistance to all military travelers and their families. The USO center is generally open 24 hours a day, but due to limited staff, the door may be locked in the late hours. If the door is locked, simply go to the State Police branch office in the same terminal and exchange your ID for the keys to gain access. 

UNIFORM OF THE DAY 

The Tropical Blue Uniform is now approved for year round use Coast Guard-wide as an approved alternate to the Service Dress Blue Uniform as the uniform of the day. Either uniform is approved for wear when reporting onboard. Once you check in and begin work the Operational Dress Uniform will be worn.

CHECKING IN

CGC SENECA Inport:  Report to the ship in the uniform of the day to the Officer Of the Deck. Your sponsor, Chief, or Division Officer can arrange to greet you upon your arrival at the airport if necessary, and assist you in getting situated. You may also take a taxi from the airport to PSSU Boston and claim the expense on your travel claim after checking onboard.

CGC SENECA Underway:  Check in with PSSU Boston Officer of the Deck once you arrive at the front gate of the base.  If calling prior to your arrival, call the base OOD, phone: (617)223-3333. Either the PSSU OOD will answer or Base Security will answer and transfer your call to the PSSU OOD. Also, once you arrive at the base, check in at PSSU SPO/Admin with YNC Winslow located in Building #8. The OOD or front gate personnel can direct you to the SPO/Admin office.  SENECA SPO Yeoman may be reached at (617) 223-3447. PSSU Admin will arrange for you to either meet the ship at the earliest convenience or have you stay and work at the PSSU until SENECA returns to Boston.

It is also important that you contact your sponsor via phone or via email prior to your arrival. This will inform us when and where you will be meeting the ship and let us know if you have any special needs or questions. Your sponsor is identified in your Welcome Aboard message. Their email address is their first initial and last name followed by @uscg.mil. You may also contact our unit Yeomen, YN1 Elias Schawohl at elias.b.schawohl@uscg.mil.
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDANTS

· Is messing/meals available?  Yes, the onboard galley will provide you with 3 meals a day, 7 days a week.

· Quarters and/or barracks available?  Yes. Normally single non-rates will be required to live onboard the ship until minimum watchstander qualifications are completed, after which you may be put on a waiting list for an PSSU barracks room. You must submit a “Special Request Chit” which must be approved by your chain of command.

· BAH rate for an E-2 and E-3: $1523 per month w/o dependants.

· Typical rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old: Single $150-$200 per month.
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDANTS

· Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the Boston Vicinity: $1300 to $1900 per month. This does not normally include utilities. Rules can be strict regarding pets.

· BAH rate for an E-2 and E-3: $2031 per month w/dependants and $1523 per month w/o dependants.

· Cost of living allowance (COLA) for the Boston area for an E-2/E-3 is $54. 

· Is government housing available?  Yes, PSSU Boston has Government owned housing in several locations including:  South Weymouth, Beverly, Bedford and Randolph that are all within 20 miles of the ship. Base housing is also available at Otis ANGB located on Cape Cod approximately 70 miles south of Boston. Reliable transportation is required, either private auto or public transportation.

· What is the average wait for government housing?  Normally less than 1 month.

· Housing Office phone number is (617)223-3348. The POC is Ms. Bobbie Grant. You should notify her as soon as you can, preferably before you arrive.

· What level of TRICARE is available?  PRIME

· DELTA Dental is also available.

· Until housing has been arranged it is not advisable to bring dependents due to the high cost of living.

MILITARY LEASE CLAUSE 

If you sign a private lease, be sure a military (transfer) clause is included in your lease.  The below military clause is example of one which should be used:

“The said LESSOR agrees that in the event said LESSEE shall be transferred by military orders from ____________, or be required to occupy government quarters, then, in either of such events, said LESSEE has and shall have the right to terminate this lease prior to the date of expiration there of by delivering to the LESSOR a thirty (30) day notice in writing of such transfer or assignment, and the effective date thereof, said notice to be sent to the LESSOR by registered mail.”

PETS

Few landlords in the North End area allow pets.  Those who do restrict the number and size of the pets, and usually require a $25 to $200 deposit, all or part of which may be non-refundable.  With the weather conditions associated with the Northeast, finding good rentals that accept pets is difficult. If you are single, it is not recommended that you bring pets due to the extended periods that SENECA is away from homeport

PERMISSIVE ORDERS FOR HOUSE HUNTING

Article 7-A-10.b(7) of the Personnel Manual allows the Commanding Officer at the gaining unit to grant administrative absences during circumstances (such as distance, cost, or TAD) for up to ten working days when the member is unable to make use of permissive orders for house hunting prior to departing the last unit.

TEMPORARY LODGING EXPENSE (TLE)

TLE is authorized for:

1.  A total of 10 days in connection with a PCS between two PDS’s (permanent duty station) in CONUS; (For example, 5 days in the vicinity of the old and 5 days in the vicinity of the new PDS or 10 days in the vicinity of either the old or new PDS, but not both).

2.  10 days in connection with a PCS from outside CONUS to a CONUS PDS.

Temporary lodging for which TLE is authorized must, in fact, be a temporary place of residence. Lodgings occupied upon initial arrival at a new PDS location which are permanent type residence quarters into which a members moves his or her household goods (HHG) and continues occupancy indefinitely will not be considered temporary lodgings for TLE.  Keep receipts and declare TLE when you submit your PCS travel claim.

EXCHANGES
The Coast Guard PSSU Boston operates a small Exchange located in building 8 on the base. Selections and supply are often limited though. A limited supply of uniform items, electronics, food and housewares are available.

The nearest major military Exchanges and Commissary’s are located at Hanscom AFB, 20 miles away and at Otis ANGB which is approximately 70 miles away. These facilities offer a much wider choice.

HEALTH SERVICES
Coast Guard Cutter SENECA operates a small sickbay, which consists of one Health Services Technician under the supervision of the PSSU Health Services Clinic Senior Medical Officer. The HS is responsible for the overall health and well being of the crew. He/She will provide routine health care, schedule all medical/dental appointments, and act as the health benefits advisor for the command.

While inport the ships HS is supported by the PSSU Medical Clinic, which is staffed with one Physician, one Physicians Assistant, two Dentists, one Hygienist, and 12 Health Services Technicians. The clinic also has a full service pharmacy. There is no duty HS available after working hours.

At the present time dependant care is not offered at the Clinic. Dependants are encouraged to enroll in TRICARE Prime or Brighten Marine USFHP.

While inport the sick bay hours are 0700-1300. For after hour emergencies you may go to the local emergency room.  While underway the HS is available 24 hours.

USCG CLINIC PHONE NUMBERS:

Medical:


617-223-3121
Dental:



617-223-3121
Clinic Admin: 


617-223-3121
HBA:



617-223-3121

EDUCATION
What type of continuing education is available within immediate area? University of Massachusetts (Boston Harbor Campus), University of Phoenix (Braintree Campus), Bunker Hill Community College to name a few. Check with on-site VA representatives. SENECA’s Educational Services Officer (ESO) can also provide information.

MILITARY DISCOUNTS

The Boston USO office (617) 720-4949, located in building 8, PSSU Boston, can provide a complete list of area dining, entertainment, shopping, etc. The USO also maintains a frequently updated listing of military discounts offered locally. Check for free passes to various sporting events. 

RELOCATION NUMBERS

EMERGENCIES:

Poison Control                                                     1-800-452-7165

Police/Fire/Ambulance                                         911

GOVERNMENT AND LICENSES

Internal Revenue Service                                      1-800-829-4477

State Employment Office                                      www.state.ma.us/job.htm


Vehicle Registration                                              www.state.ma.us/rmv/


NEWSPAPERS

The Boston Globe                                                  www.boston.com/globe

The Boston Herald                                                 www.bostonherald.com

The Salem Evening News                                      www.salemnews.com

The Patriot Ledger  (southern suburbs)                  www.quincyonline.com/ledger.html

COAST GUARD UNITS

PSSU Boston Servicing Personnel Office
617-223-3446

Boston Housing Office                                         617-223-3348

SENECA OMBUDSMAN

The SENECA has an Ombudsman who act as advocates regarding family issues. She is a great source of information and serves as liaisons between family members and the Commanding Officer. She can be contacted at the following number:

Mrs Megan Vanderhoof  at senecaombudsman@gmail.com 
The Boston Area

Boston is a city with an abundance of things to do. Historically speaking, Boston has few rivals. Just within walking distance of the Coast Guard base are The Old North Church, The Paul Revere House, Faneuil Hall, The Old State House (Site of the Boston Massacre), Boston Common, the USS Constitution and the Bunker Hill Monument.

Boston is also renowned for it’s sports teams. The Celtics and Bruins play in the Fleet Center nearby and the Red Sox play at Fenway Park which is a short subway ride away. Other activities/attractions include the New England Aquarium, The Boston Zoo, Quincy Marketplace, The JFK Presidential Library, The Boston Museum of Fine Arts and many others that will keep you busy during your tour here.

HISTORY AND FACTS ABOUT USCGC SENECA
Our Namesake -Revenue Cutter SENECA
The Revenue Cutter SENECA, for which the present day SENECA is named, was launched at Newport News, Virginia on March 18, 1908. Noteworthy high seas rescues, courageous crews, and dependable performance of routine law enforcement and military duties characterized her 28 years of service.

After a November 6, 1908 commissioning the first SENECA responded to a distress call from the passenger liner REPUBLIC. SENECA was on station in the North Atlantic when REPUBLIC reported taking on water at an alarming rate. The Revenue Cutters GRESHAM and SENECA rescued the survivors of the ill-fated liner, and SENECA successfully towed the ship back to New York.  From 1908 until 1913 the Cutter SENECA performed routine patrols, including the Harvard- Yale regatta and the British International Trophy Race at Huntington, Long Island.

On April 14, 1912 the RMS TITANIC struck an iceberg in the North Atlantic and sank with 1517 people aboard.  The international cry that arose as a result of the disaster led directly to the establishment of the International Ice Patrol. SENECA became the first cutter to assume ice patrol duties, and routinely performed the patrol through 1914.

On January 28, 1915 the Revenue Cutter Service united with the U. S. Lifesaving Service to form the United States Coast Guard. This action affected SENECA's operations minimally.  It was an escalating war in Europe that was to change her service dramatically. In the years prior to 1917 SENECA conducted Neutrality Patrols and was increasingly involved in Search and Rescue.

The United States broke off diplomatic relations with Germany on February 2, 1917, increasing the tension and the stakes of "Neutrality" patrols.  In April of the same year the U. S. declared war on Germany, and Coast Guard Cutters were transferred to the U. S. Navy. SENECA, with the cutters TAMPA, OSSIPEE, ALGONQUIN, and MANNING made up Squadron 2 of Division 6 of the Atlantic Fleet Patrol Forces. Their mission was to protect convoys from submarine attacks. During the war SENECA escorted 19 convoys, comprising a total of 350 vessels through the sub-infested waters between Gibraltar and Great Britain.

The months between March and September 1918 were the most critical in the ship's life. While on escort duty, SENECA was involved in four dramatic SAR operations. On March 25, 1918 SENECA rescued 81 members from the torpedoed HMS COWSLIP.  Three months later she rescued 27 crewmen from the torpedoed SS QUEEN, and assisted the SS PINICHE, which had been disabled by an explosion in her engine room.

While serving in French waters, escorting a large slow convoy to Great Britain, SENECA 's crew initiated one of the most heroic and tragic rescue attempts in history on September 19, 1918.  A torpedo struck the SS WELLINGTON, a large British cargo vessel, ripping away the forward 30 feet of the ship. The crew of 36 was rescued by SENECA, but before they had even been taken aboard, LT Fletcher Webster Brown, USCG received permission from his captain to call for volunteers to go upon WELLINGTON and if possible, take the ship the remaining 300 miles to Great Britain. Every man of SENECA's crew volunteered, but only 18 were chosen.

The 18 SENECA crewmen boarded WELLINGTON and were later joined by 2 of the WELLINGTON's original crew.  Soon, with Coast Guardsmen manning the aft gun, engine room, and bridge, the WELLINGTON was underway toward Great Britain making approximately 5 knots. The ship maintained the speed throughout the evening, and SENECA left her to resume her duties with the convoy. By midnight, however, the weather had deteriorated significantly, and the seas had begun to rise. Shortly after midnight they lost the bet; the rising seas burst the forward bulkhead and the WELLINGTON went down with 10 of the heroic volunteers from SENECA aboard. A memorial plaque was erected at Gibraltar in honor of the valiant efforts of the crew of the Coast Guard Cutter SENECA.

From the end of the war in 1918 until 1936 the Coast Guard Cutter SENECA served with distinction. She performed Ice Patrols, scientific patrols, and other routine law enforcement patrols. On September 3, 1936 the distinguished Cutter SENECA was decommissioned.

The New SENECA
USCGC SENECA was built at DERECKTOR Shipyard in Newport, Rhode Island. The Keel was laid on September 16, 1982 and the vessel was launched June 16, 1984. She was commissioned active on August 4, 1986 and formally commissioned on May 9, 1987.

SENECA is the sixth of thirteen 270' Famous Class Cutters designed to take the Coast Guard past the year 2000. The advanced technology used in her construction gives her the potential of being an effective Search and Rescue (SAR) and Maritime Law Enforcement (MLE) platform. Advanced technology is only one way to describe SENECA's primary operating computer system, SCCS (Shipboard Command and Control System). SCCS allows operators to view or act upon information from any of the ship's sensors, radar sources, or radio transceivers. Also included in SCCS is a Low Level Light TV (LLLTV) camera and an optical sight. Images from both the LLLTV and optical sight, can be displayed to any of SCCS position or the ship's entertainment system.  

The SENECA serves as a platform for Operation New Frontier; the Coast Guard's operation to employ armed helicopters and non-lethal use of force technology to stop drug laden go- fast vessels.  SENECA's actions contributed to the one hundred percent interdiction rate during Operation New Frontier, making it the most successful counter-drug operation in Coast Guard history.  Six drug smuggling go-fasts were stopped, 4,475 pounds of cocaine and 11,710 pounds of marijuana with a street value of over 125 million dollars seized, and 18 drug trafficking suspects arrested. The success of Operation New Frontier, marked a new era in Coast Guard law enforcement and maritime security efforts, and achieved a principle milestone in the Coast Guard's successful execution of the President's National Drug Control Strategy.

SENECA’s Characteristics:

Length overall: 270 feet

Length at Waterline: 255 feet

Beam: 38 feet

Displacement: 1,850 tons

Draft: 13.5 feet

Shafts: 2

Total Horsepower: 7,200 SHP

Sustained Sea Speed: (Full) 19.5 knots

Range at Full Speed: 3,850 NM

Cruising Speed: 15 knots

Range at Cruising Speed: 6,370 NM
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SUBJ: WELCOME ABOARD 

1. ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICERS AND CREW OF SENECA, WELCOME ABOARD.

2. CUTTER SENECA IS HOMEPORTED AT BASE SUPPORT UNIT (BSU) BOSTON,

427 COMMERCIAL STREET, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. LOCATED IN BOSTON'S

HISTORIC NORTH END, SENECA MOORS WITHIN A SHORT WALK OF SUCH

LANDMARKS AS THE OLD NORTH CHURCH, FANEUIL HALL, USS CONSTITUTION,

AND TD BANKNORTH GARDEN - HOME OF THE CELTICS AND BRUINS.

3. SENECA IS THE SIXTH OF THIRTEEN 270 FOOT FAMOUS CLASS CUTTERS.

SENECA'S KEEL WAS LAID ON SEPTEMBER 16, 1982 AND WAS FORMALLY

COMMISSIONED ON MAY 09, 1987. OUR SHIP IS NAMED AFTER THE ORIGINAL

SENECA, WHICH WAS COMMISSIONED IN 1908 AND SERVED AS ONE OF THE

FIRST ICE PATROL CUTTERS, ESCORTED ATLANTIC CONVOYS DURING WWI, AND

ENFORCED PROHIBITION, FINISHING HER COMMISSIONED SERVICE IN 1936.

4. OUR PRIMARY MISSIONS ARE HOMELAND SECURITY, COUNTER DRUG LAW

ENFORCEMENT, ALIEN MIGRATION INTERDICTION OPERATIONS, AND SEARCH

AND RESCUE. OUR TYPICAL DEPLOYMENT SCHEDULE INCLUDES LAW

ENFORCEMENT PATROLS, FISHERIES PATROLS, AND ANNUAL CUTTER TRAINING.

SENECA SPENDS 185 DAYS EACH YEAR ON PATROL.

5. LIFE ABOARD SENECA OFFERS GREAT OPPORTUNITIES BUT ALSO DEMANDS

SIGNIFICANT PERSONAL COMMITMENT. I WILL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ENSURE

YOUR TOUR ON BOARD SENECA IS A REWARDING AND WORTHWHILE EXPERIENCE,

WHERE YOU CAN ACHIEVE YOUR PROFESSIONAL GOALS.

6. BM2 MCDOLE IS YOUR SPONSOR AND WILL ASSIST YOU WITH YOUR

TRANSITION TO SENECA. YOUR SPONSOR CAN BE REACHED AT 617-223-3083

WHEN SENECA IS INPORT. IF WE ARE UNDERWAY, YOUR SPONSOR CAN BE

REACHED BY E-MAIL AT NICK.E.MCDOLE(AT)USCG.MIL. IF WE ARE

AWAY FROM HOMEPORT, CHECK IN WITH THE BSU BOSTON OOD, 617-223-3333,

AND WE WILL MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR YOU TO MEET THE SHIP.

7. HOUSING IN BOSTON AND THE SURROUNDING AREA IS EXPENSIVE.  IF YOU

ARE MARRIED, PLEASE CONTACT THE SENECA HOUSING OFFICER, CWO2 MINOS,

AT 617-223-3083 OR GEORGIOS.P.MINOS(AT)USCG.MIL. HE WILL EXPLAIN

ALL THE OPTIONS THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO YOU.

8. IN ORDER TO ASSIST YOU IN A SMOOTH TRANSITION, PLEASE PROVIDE

YOUR SPONSOR WITH THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

8.A. MARITAL STATUS AND NUMBER OF DEPENDENTS.

8.B. SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES OR NEEDS.

9. FOR RELOCATION ASSISTANCE YOU MAY CALL THE FOLLOWING RESOURCES:

9.A. TRANSITION/RELOCATION ASSISTANCE: HEALTH SERVICE FIELD OFFICE

WORK LIFE AT 617-223-3479.

9.B. D1 COMMAND CENTER: 617-223-8555.

9.C. PSSU BOSTON ADMIN: 617-223-3441 SPO: YN3 ILIFF

617-223-3471.

10. PLEASE REFER TO THE FOLLOWING WEBSITES FOR MORE INFORMATION

ABOUT THE COAST GUARD, SENECA, AND THE BOSTON AREA:

10.A. USCG DISTRICT ONE (D1):

HTTP://WWW.USCGNEWENGLAND.COM/GO/DOC/778/228815/

10.B. USCGC SENECA: HTTP://WWW.USCG.MIL/LANTAREA/CGCSENECA/

10.C. BOSTON CITY INFO: HTTP://BOSTON.METROGUIDE.COM/

HTTP://WWW.MBTA.COM/

11. CDR C. E. FOSSE SENDS.
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