Tips for a Holiday Job Search 

By Alison Doyle, About.com

Are you about to start a job search or are you in the midst of looking for a new job? Are you thinking about waiting to start or putting your job search on hold? If so, think again. Contrary to popular opinion, this is a good time of year to find a job. Employers don't stop hiring just because it's the holidays. In addition, the holiday season is a perfect time of year to network your way to a new job.

Employers continue to focus on hiring, even though you might think they don't. The same should hold true for job seekers. It can be easier to say "I'm not going to bother, it's a bad time of year for job hunting." than it is to move forward with a job search. However, for those who do keep plugging away, the additional opportunities are worth the effort. 

Don't Slow Down Your Job Search 

Some people give up job searching between Thanksgiving and New Years. Don't be one of them. Employers are still hiring and there may be less competition from other job seekers this time of year. In addition, companies that budget on an annual basis may have jobs that they need to hire for now. 

Use Down Time

If you're working at company where the holiday season is a slow one, take advantage. If you have vacation time you need to use up, schedule some networking meetings. It's an ideal time of year to connect with acquaintances you haven't been in touch with in a while. Both to celebrate the holiday season and to let them know you're in the market for a job. 

Use Personal and Professional Events

If you are attending a holiday social event, it is definitely appropriate to mention that you are job searching. Accept all the invitations you receive, both personal and professional. You never know who may be able to help. Friends and family, as well as business acquaintances are typically more than happy to assist. 

Send Holiday Cards

Sending a "Happy Holidays" or a "Happy New Year" greeting card to networking contacts, recruiters, and to employers you have interviewed with is another good way to connect with those who can help with your job search.

Connect Online

Send e-mail or use a social networking site to get in touch. The holiday season is a good excuse to touch base and a good time to reinforce or expand your network.

Relax and Enjoy

During this time of year, it's also important to take some time for yourself and your family. Do relax a little and don't forget to enjoy the holiday season. That's important too, for all of us, whether we are job seeking, or not.
