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ABSENTEE VOTING

ALCOAST 401/04 and COMDTINST 1742.3K describe the Coast Guard's 
Voting Assistance Program and the absentee voting process.  The key to a 
successful absentee voting experience is the timely submission of an 
Absentee Ballot Request - Federal Post Card Application (FPCA), SF-76.  
Most states require receipt of this form at least 30 days prior to the General 
Election, which was October 4th of this year.  For those participating in the 
absentees process, the next time-critical step is the completion and mailing of 
the ballot.  This week, October 11-15, 2004, has been designated Absentee 
Voting Week and is intended to encourage all registered citizens to return their 
ballots without delay.    

Every absentee ballot is important in the overall election process.  Those voters 
assigned overseas that have not received their regular state absentee ballot, 
may use the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot as an emergency ballot.  The 
Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot is valid only when a U.S. citizen has made a 
timely ballot request, is voting from outside the United States (including APO 
and FPO addresses), and has not received the requested state ballot.  
Overseas voters who have not received their regular state ballot by the 
conclusion of Absentee Voting Week should use the Federal Write-In Absentee 
Ballot.  Detailed instructions for completing and mailing the Federal Write-In 
Absentee Ballot are contained in the Federal Voting Assistance Guide 2004-
2005 and in the September 2004 edition of the Voting Information News, 
available on the Federal Voting Assistance Program website at www.fvap.gov.   

Voting Assistance Officers and Postal Officers onboard the 39 cutters with FPO 
addresses are reminded: 

●     To comply with the FY 02 National Defense Authorization Act.  All units 
shall ensure that all absentee ballots have a clear and legible postmark 
on the envelope, indicating the date the ballot was mailed.  In addition, 
the Act requires that absentee ballots be processed and dispatched 
expeditiously.  It is very important that unit POC complete the weekly 
email voting survey reports required by the Act.  These reports are being 
collected by the Coast Guard Mail Manager, CG-611.  For cutters 
underway during a reporting period, unit POCs must answer the five 
questions regarding absentee ballot processing and complete the Ballot 
Count worksheet to account for ballots received and sent out each day.  
These voting survey reports are due at 1000 hours each Monday 
through 5 Nov 04. 

●     While the Federal Voting Assistance Program and the Military Postal 
Service Agency recommended that absentee ballots be mailed by 11 
October 04 for units scheduled to be deployed/ underway in mid-
October, this is not a deadline.  Absentee ballots may be mailed at any 
time.  However, the sooner the ballots are mailed, the less the burden on 

file:///S|/hq/g-w/flagvoice/fv231.htm (1 of 2)4/23/2008 2:48:56 PM

file:///USCG.shtm
file:///hq/g-w/hrhome.htm
file:///jobs/
http://www.uscg.mil/civilian/
file:///reserve/reshmpg.html
http://www.cga.edu/
file:///hq/g-w/flagvoice/0contents.htm
http://www.uscg.mil/flag/CG1.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/flag/CG1.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/flag/CG1.asp
file:///ff21/
file:///S|/hq/g-w/contact.htm
http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/index.jsp
http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/index.jsp
http://www.dot.gov/
file:///hq/g-w/g-wp/g-wpm/retiree/retiree.htm
file:///news/cgnews.shtm
file:///news/cgnews.shtm
file:///locator.html


Coast Guard Human Resources Directorate | Flag Voice

Local Election Officials throughout the United States.  Coast Guard 
personnel deployed oversees in conjunction with DoD operations should 
continue to follow the host DOD installation procedures for mailing 
absentee ballots.  

Units seeking immediate assistance in these final weeks and days leading up 
to the election may contact YNCM Lori McNaught, Voting Action Officer, 202-
267-1636 or Mr. Ed Larson, Coast Guard Mail Manager, 202-267-2313. 

 
Regards,

 
Ken Venuto
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