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Prepare. Plan. Stay Informed.
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When volcanoes erupt, molten lava, poisonous gases, and flying All personnel should maintain
rocks can travel many miles away. Volcanic ash and acid rain can [EEN SN EVEINo HoleTer1(=To [gIEES
fall hundreds of miles downwind. Volcanoes can be incredibly for all potential hazards.
destructive to buildings and dangerous to your family. In addition

to the direct hazards, an eruption can be accompanied by You are encouraged to get
landslides, mudflows, flash floods, earthquakes, and tsunamis. If an emergency supply kit,

you live near an active or dormant volcano, you should be make a family emergency
prepared to evacuate at a moment’s notice, as eruptions are not plan, and be informed about
always predictable. what might happen.

How to Prepare for a Volcanic Eruption

¢ Know whether your area has a history of volcanic eruptions and the status of any volcano
nearby.

e Be knowledgeable of the extent of possible evacuation zones established by state, federal, or

host-nation agencies.

Stay away from volcano sites that show signs of activity.

Be prepared for other hazards that may accompany a volcanic eruption.

Get an emergency supply kit that includes goggles and breathing masks.

Develop an evacuation procedure and a communication plan as a family.

What to Do If There Is a Volcanic Eruption
e Stay tuned to radio or TV for information and instructions.
e If you are told to evacuate:
o Do not wait. Leave immediately.
o Turn off gas, electricity, and water if time
allows.
o Take your emergency Kkit.
o Follow designated evacuation routes.
e If you are NOT told to evacuate:
o Continue to listen to radio and TV. An
evacuation may still be issued.
o Close and lock all windows and outside
doors.
o Close fireplace dampers.
o Turn off all heating and air conditioning
systems and fans.
o Gather your emergency supplies.
o Go into an interior room with no windows above the ground level.
e [f you are trapped outdoors:
o Seek shelter immediately.
o If you are caught in a rock fall, curl up in a tight ball to protect yourself.
o Be aware of mudflows and flooding if you are near a stream.




What to Do If There Is a Volcanic Eruption (continued)

e Protect yourself from hazardous falling ash:

Stay away from areas downwind of the volcano.

Wear long-sleeved shirts and pants.

Wear goggles to protect eyes.

Wear a mask or use a damp cloth over your face to minimize breathing in ash.
Keep car engines off and avoid driving.

Stay inside if possible.
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What to Do after a Volcanic Eruption

e Continue to listen to radio or TV for information and instructions.
e Stay away from affected areas until otherwise instructed.

e Be careful when entering damaged buildings.

Where to Find Additional Information

e Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)—www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/volcanoes

e Department of Homeland Security (Ready.gov)—
www.ready.gov./america/beinformed/volcanoes.html

e Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)—
www.fema.gov/hazard/volcano/index.shtm

Semper Paratus
Be “Always Ready.” Get an emergency supply kit good for at least three days, make an
emergency plan with your family, and be informed about what might happen.
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