Prepare for Hurricanes
Hurricanes are among the most destructive natural forces on the planet. They can include high winds, flash flooding, storm surges, and tornadoes. While some advance warning is usually available, hurricanes often change their paths and levels of severity. Having an emergency family plan and staying up to date on weather alerts are essential actions to ensure your family makes it safely through the hurricane season.

Before the storm:
· Create a family evacuation plan and an emergency supplies kit.
· Create and practice a family communication plan in case you are separated. Keep in mind phone lines and cell phone towers may be down.

· Install straps or clips to secure your roof to the frame structure.

· Make sure surrounding trees and bushes are well trimmed and maintained.

· Have supplies available to board up your windows or install permanent storm shutters.
When the storm hits:
· Bringing outdoor furniture inside and board up or shutter the windows.
· Draw a supply of water for household purposes.

· Turn your refrigerator to the coldest setting and keep the door closed.

· Turn off utilities if told to do so.
· Listen to the radio or TV for more information and further instructions.
If you are told to evacuate:

· NEVER ignore an evacuation order. Follow instructions regarding times and routes.

· Take only essential items and your emergency kit.
· Turn off gas, electricity, and water; disconnect all appliances.

· Make sure your car’s gas tank is full.

· Do not walk in moving water.

· Do not drive in high water (as little as six inches can cause a stall or loss of control).
· Follow the designated evacuation plan and expect a high volume of traffic.

If you are told NOT to evacuate:

· Stay tuned to emergency stations on TV or radio; listen for further instructions.

· Prepare to evacuate to a shelter or neighbor’s home if your home is damaged.

· Stay away from windows and doors by seeking shelter in a bathroom or basement.

· When the eye of a hurricane passes, it is calm for a while but does not remain that way. Do not go outside until officials say it is safe.

After the storm:
· Listen to news reports to make sure water supplies are not contaminated.

· Avoid standing or moving flood waters. They may be contaminated or deeper than expected.

· Be aware of downed power lines.

· Avoid untested roads where flood waters have receded. They may have weakened and could collapse under the weight of a car.

· Be extremely cautious when entering buildings and homes. There may be unseen damage.

· Clean and disinfect everything touched by flood water, which can contain sewage and other contaminants.
Be “Always Prepared”

Get a kit. Make a plan. Be informed. You can find more tips on preparing your family for emergencies on the Coast Guard’s Work-Life website at www.uscg.mil/worklife/???.asp.
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