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Senior Chief Petty Officer Daniel R. Gunderson





Senior Chief Daniel Gunderson is assigned as Instructor, Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer Academy, Training Center, Petaluma, California.





Senior Chief Gunderson was born in Viroqua, Wisconsin, on September 26, 1961.  He joined the Coast Guard June 3, 1980.  Following recruit training, Seaman Gunderson began his career aboard USCGC DAUNTLESS (WMEC 624) home ported in Miami Beach. FL.  While aboard, he served as an interpreter/translator and as a Law Enforcement Boarding Team member during the Cuban migration boatlift.  In May of 1981 he graduated from Yeoman “A” School and was transferred to Marine Safety Office, Duluth, MN.  His duties included marine environmental protection and vessel safety boardings.  In 1984 he returned to Miami, FL where he was assigned as a Spanish language interpreter/translator at the Law Enforcement Support Team.  Following that tour he was transferred to Coast Guard Group Cape Hatteras, NC, and in 1989 to the USCGC COURAGEOUS (WMEC 622), home ported in Panama City Beach, FL.  As a plankowner and member of the re-commissioning crew Petty Officer Gunderson served as a boarding officer and interpreter/translator in addition to his administrative duties.  In 1992 he was selected as an instructor at Yeoman “A” School at Training Center Petaluma, CA.  Upon his promotion to Chief Yeoman in 1995, he was transferred to Coast Guard Group San Francisco, CA. While there he served as the Chief of the Personnel Reporting Unit (PERSRU), and as the Group’s Command Chief.  In 1999, he returned to Training Center Petaluma where he served as the assistant school chief at Yeoman “A” School.  In 2000 he was promoted to Senior Chief Yeoman and served a year as the school chief of Yeoman “A” School before moving on to serve as the supervisor of the Training Center Petaluma’s PERSRU. 





Senior Chief Gunderson’s military awards include the Coast Guard Commendation Medal, the Coast Guard Achievement Medal with “O” device, the Commandant’s Letter of Commendation ribbon bar, three Coast Guard Unit Commendations with “O” device, three Coast Guard Meritorious Unit Commendations with “O” device, two Meritorious Team Commendations ribbons, the Bicentennial Unit Commendation, seven Coast Guard Good Conduct Medals, the National Defense Service Medal, three Humanitarian Service Medals, the Special Operations ribbon, the Coast Guard Sea Service ribbon, and the Coast Guard Expert Rifle Medal and the Coast Guard Expert Pistol Medal.





Senior Chief Gunderson has earned an Associate of Arts Degree from the University Pheonix, and is a graduate of the Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer Academy, Class L.





Senior Chief Gunderson is married to the former Julie Manfred of Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho.  Julie is also in the Coast Guard as is his son Shane who was born in 1982.  His daughter Sonja was born in 1985, his step-son Colton was born in 1993, and his son Ian and step-daughter Hannah were both born in 1996.  They currently reside here in Petaluma.








