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	SUMMARY

	Executive summary:
	This document provides information collected by the correspondence group on this agenda item that was established by SLF 55

	Strategic direction:
	2

	High-level action:
	2.0.1

	Planned output:
	2.0.1.5

	Action to be taken:
	Paragraph 5

	Related documents:
	SDC 1/4; SLF 55/9/3, SLF 55/17, SLF 55/WP.5; resolution A.758(18); circular TM.5/Circ.5


Introduction
1
At its fifty-fifth session, the Sub-Committee re-established a correspondence group, under the coordination of Japan and the United States and with terms of reference as described in paragraph 9.16 of document SLF 55/17.  During the course of the group’s work, the group used nine questionnaires to collect a considerable amount of information, which provided the foundation for the group’s report to the Sub-Committee as document SDC 1/4.  This information document describes the conduct of the group’s work, and includes important detailed information collected during the course of the group’s work that was not included in document SDC 1/4.  The group considers that this information could prove useful to the Sub-Committee during its work on this planned output, or if any of the matters addressed herein are revisited under future planned outputs.
Conduct of group’s work

2
The group’s work was organized into four rounds:  Round 1 (8 April 2013 - 17 May 2013), Round 2 (3 June 2013 - 24 June 2013), and Round 3 (29 July 2013 - 6 September 2013), and Round 4 (18 September - 18 October), with Round 4 dedicated solely to developing the group’s report.  Between rounds, the group’s coordinators compiled and posted results summaries from the previous round’s work, and finalized the questionnaires to be distributed in an upcoming round, taking into account participant comments on drafts that been circulated previously.  To facilitate the exchange of information, the group used the website (www.uscg.mil/imo/slf/tonnagecg) created by the correspondence group on tonnage established by SLF 54.
Information collected

3
The information included in this document is provided in annexes 1 to 3.  A brief description of each annex follows:

.1
Annex 1 - Interpretations circular  This annex describes the work done by the group to further develop the interpretations which carried over from SLF 55, excepting those related to tonnage changes (see paragraph 3.2).  Detailed descriptions of the individual work items, summaries of the input received, and the outcomes are included in three tables (Tables 1-1, 2-1 and 3-1), one for each of the first three rounds.  A fourth table (Table 3-2) summarizes the results of the consensus analysis approach used to identify those interpretations to be carried over for inclusion in the draft Unified Interpretations TM.5 circular.  Those interpretations that did not receive sufficient support to be carried over are included in a fifth table (Table 3-3), along with associated figures. 
.2
Annex 2 - Alterations and modifications  This annex describes the work to further consider matters related to tonnage implications of alterations and modifications to existing ships which affect gross tonnage.  Descriptions of the work conducted in each round are included, along with tabulated information.  Six tables (Tables 1-1 through 1-6) provide information on current practice, with an associated figure appearing at the end of the annex.  The remaining tables (Table 2-1, 2-2, 3-1 and 3-2) summarize participant input and proposals related to such tonnage changes.  Associated figures appear at the end of the annex.
.3
Annex 3 - Accommodations  This annex describes the work to consider further matters related to the possible implementation of a reduced gross tonnage (GTr) parameter for accommodation spaces.  Work descriptions and proposals developed by the group, and other participant input are summarized using combinations of narrative descriptions and tables, with Tables 2-1, 2-3, 2-5 and 3-1 including both the proposals being evaluated and the summarized participant input, and Tables 2-2 and 2-4 summarizing the results of the consensus analysis used in evaluation of the various proposals.  Associated figures appear at the end of the annex.
Terms and acronyms
4
Terms with associated acronyms that may not otherwise be defined within the annexes to this document follow:  gross register tons (GRT), gross tonnage (GT), net tonnage (NT),  reduced gross tonnage (GTr), International Labour Organization (ILO), International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 1969 (TM Convention), International Tonnage Certificate (1969) (ITC69), and Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 (MLC 2006). 
Action requested of the Sub-Committee
5
The Sub-Committee is invited to consider the information provided in this document, and take action as appropriate.
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