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o SOLAS 2001 Cite: 11-2/9.2.2.3.2.2 (9)

o SOLAS 1974 Cite: 11-2/26.2.2 (11)

These guidelines were developed by the Marine Safety Center staff as an aid in
the preparation and review of vessel plans and submissions. They were developed
to supplement existing guidance. The are not intended to substitute or replace
laws, regulations, or other officia policy by the Coast Guard or the International
Maritime Organization. The responsibility to demonstrate compliance with all
applicable laws and regulations still rests with the plan submitter. The Coast
Guard and the U.S. Department of Transportation expressly disclaim liability
resulting from the use of this document.

If you have any questions or comments concerning this document, please contact
the Marine Safety Center by e-mail or phone. Please refer to the Plan Review
Guidance #: SOLAS-38.

E-Mail: Customerservicemsc@uscg.msc.mil
Phone:  (202) 366-6480

“(9) Sanitary and other similar spaces - Communal sanitary facilities, showers,
baths, water closets, etc. Private sanitary facilities shall be considered a portion of
the space in which they are located.”

Public bathrooms in stairs that are provided with reduced (B-class) boundaries
between the bathroom and stair should be protected with automatic sprinklers if
the continuous B-class boundary is broken by removal of the door. (See Drawing
2)

SOLAS permits a reduction in SFP boundary (from A-0 to B-15) between a stair
and public bathroom if the bathroom is enclosed entirely within the boundary of
the stair. In this case, the bathroom will generally not be fitted with automatic
sprinklers. However, some bathrooms have removed the B-15 door and installed
a barrier screen, thereby breaching the continuous B-15 boundary. In these cases,
additional protection should be provided.
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