Atlantic Area “Course In A Bag” Program Description

Summary: Atlantic Area Ops, in partnership with Tidewater Community College, is prototyping a self-paced, low cost college courses which can be taken while assigned to a deployed cutter or assigned ashore. If taken over 3 years an Associates Degree in Applied Science (Criminal Justice Specialty) could be earned for only $208/year.

Background: 

During last year’s Regional Strategic Assessment (RSA) cycle, the Ao Division RSA Team worked with Aofc to look at ways to improve sea duty attractiveness, especially with an eye towards first term enlisted members. At the time, the possibility that the Navy’s highly successful PACE program would be adopted by the Coast Guard continued to change daily.  Since PACE was not a guarantee we looked locally to find a program that could be established and then exported. What developed was “Course In A Bag.” 

Program: 

As we continue to make every effort to address the incessantly high turnover that subsequently erodes experience levels and readiness, within the major cutter fleet, the Coast Guard must look for avenues to offer our enlisted personnel educational opportunities on par with DOD.  The Commandant has clearly stated that “retention must be addressed at the organizational level, the unit level, and at the individual level…”


One of the opportunities that the Ao RSA Team developed, with Aofc, is a partnership with Tidewater Community College (TCC) to provide college level courses and potential degree opportunities for Coast Guard personnel assigned to our major cutter forces. The program is designed to meet the unpredictable nature of sea duty.


Specifically, TCC has identified more than twelve (12) courses that are available for administration and study while the cutter is deployed.  TCC  and Coast Guard Atlantiic Area  named this program, “Course In A Bag” with each course accompanied by videos, CDs and e-mail as the primary instructional mediums.

Classes being offered:

ECO 120, Survey of Economics, 3 credits 

ECO 201, Principles of Economics I - Macroeconomics, 3 credits

ENG 111, College Composition I, 3 credits

ENG 112, College Composition II, 3 credits

HIS 101 - History of Western Civilization I, 3 credits

HIS 102, History of Western Civilization II, 3 credits

HIS 121, United States History I, 3 credits

HIS 122, United States History II, 3 credits

PSY 201, Introduction to Psychology I, 3 credits

PSY 202, Introduction to Psychology II, 3 credits

PSY 235: Child Psychology , 3 credits

SOC 201, Introduction of Sociology, 3 credits

SOC 215, Sociology of the Family, 3 credits

Additionally, TCC and the Ao RSA Team developed the foundation for a  Coast Guard specific Associates Degree in Criminal Justice.  This particular program could have tremendous relevance in today’s environment. TCC is evaluating providing credit for graduates of the six-week MLE School at TRACEN Yorktown, or if an individual is a qualified Boarding Officer (BO) or Boarding Team Member (BTM). What makes this extremely exciting is that if a CG member signed on for this Associates program, and stayed with the program for their full three-year tour (while assigned to a major cutter), the service member would rotate to shore duty with an AA degree in Criminal Justice. 

Listed below are the required Courses:

General Education Requirements (35 Credits)

ENG 111-112
College Composition I-II

PSY 255
Psychological Aspects of Criminal Behavior (or ADJ 247)

SPD 100
Principles of Public Speaking

STD 100
Orientation (Other eligible courses can meet requirement)

Health/Physical Education/Recreation (other eligible courses can meet 
requirement) 



Possibly Recruit Training



Humanities Elective



Mathematics Elective (Placement Tests or prerequisite required)



Science with Lab - 


Social Science Electives

Program Requirements (31 Credits)

ADJ 105
The Juvenile Justice System

ADJ 110
Introduction to Law Enforcement

ADJ 111
Law Enforcement Organiation and Administration I

ADJ 140
Introduction to Corrections

ADJ 201
Criminology

ADJ 211-212
Criminal Law, Evidence and Procedures I-II

ADJ 236
Principles of Criminal Investigation

ADJ 299
Supervised Study

  The first two sections of this course, on CD, is being prototyped in August with the other courses to follow.

The other unique aspect of this program, and what makes it perhaps even better than PACE, is that there is no minimal requirement for students in a particular class. Since the entire program is self-contained a student can take a course at their leisure during the normal term. As far as tests are concerned, TCC has agreed to allow E-7 and above to proctor E-6 and below, and officers to proctor E-7 and below. All this could be done onboard with consideration given for mail/e-mail interruptions. The out-of-pocket costs to a Virginia based vessel for three credit hours using Tuition Assistance (TA) is $48/three credit course. For out of state the cost is $57/three credit hour. Both are significantly cheaper than many resident schools including Hampton’s Christopher Newport or Paul D. Camp Community College in Suffolk.

Who has benefited from this Program?

Initially, Ao, in concert with Aofc, surveyed all Portsmouth-based Medium Endurance cutters to determine the level of interest in the TCC course offerings. We started in Portsmouth and wanted to gauge need and exportability based on their responses. The first set of classes have started, with crew members taking the courses. It is our intent to survey all the crews in 12 months to gauge the impact on retention/Sea Duty attractiveness. In addition, TCC is learning a tremendous amount on how this program must be adapted to Coast Guard capabilities. One specific issue is that unlike the Navy our underway internet/e-mail capability is far more limited. With the Criminal Justice program tentatively prototyping later this year the sky is the limit with this program.

Ao Staff POCs are: LCDR Joe DiRenzo (Aoa) (757) 398-6544 and LCDR Jeff Jessee (Aofc) (757) 398-6678.

