Training Center Petaluma’s Brown Bag University Program Description

Training Center Petaluma started its Brown Bag University on January 8, 2002.  Fifty students signed up for the five classes being offered.  There were ten students in each class, including:  Coast Guard civilian employees, active duty members and their spouses.  Active duty members ranged in rank from E-3’s to E-9’s and a couple of warrants here and there.

The senior staff was thrilled at the news that the command was demonstrating our care for member’s education, Coast Guard career, and future.  They quickly and enthusiastically volunteered to lead the classes.  The commanding officer, CAPT Jack Smith in the humanities group, CDR Rich Arnold in social science and history, CDR Anne Ewalt in mathematics, LCDR Dave Hartt in natural sciences, and LT Charlie Gow in English.

The first day of class, students met with the class leader and received their study materials.  They also took a practice test to assess where they needed to focus their studies, and to help the class leader gauge the students’ knowledge.  They also met with the ESO, CWO Eric Boone, who explained the Coast Guard voluntary education program.  Finally, members of the command who completed their degrees by testing on CLEP, DANTES and Excelsior exams, answered any questions the students had.  This group consisted of LT Jeff Remley, SKC Kenneth McDonald, DCC Christian Philbrook and ET1 Gary Mills.

Each class will meet one day a week, over lunch, for two months.  Then students will test on the current subject and enroll in another general CLEP class, if needed.  All students will have an educational assessment completed to assist the member and ESO in determining which tests are needed to earn a degree.  Upon completion of class, students will complete a critique that will help the class leader make improvements for the next study group.  

This Brown Bag University is designed to last ten months.  Student will be given two months to complete each of the five general CLEP courses.  Students who pass their general CLEP test will receive credit for six semester hours for each subject.  Most students who pass all five general CLEP tests, and combine their college credit, which they have earned through military experience, will only need an English essay class to earn their Associate’s degree through the University of Phoenix.

Coast Guard members and civilian employees can use Tuition Assistance to pay for 75% of their English essay class, and enlisted members can use CG Foundation grants for reimbursement for the additional 25% of tuition, plus enrollment and graduation fees.

Most Coast Guard members are closer than they thought to getting an Associate’s Degree. By combining CLEP and DANTES tests with college credit earned through military experience or traditional college, you may have already earned a degree.  Review the University of Phoenix degree plan to see how close you are to earning your degree.

