Team Coast Guard at Work

By Auxiliarist Andrew Veronis, Professor,

University of Maryland Baltimore County

As an Auxiliarist and Full Professor and Director of the Computer Engineering Program at the University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC), I have been appointed as the Educational/ Career Counselor for Activities Baltimore. As such I am working with their Training Officer and Educational Services Officer (ESO), LT Tom Hanley and YNC Annie Byrd respectively. Additionally, we are partnering with LT Angela Cooper, the ESO from Engineering and Logistics Center on the CG Yard campus. Presently there is an abundance of activity under way here in Curtis Bay, Maryland. As an example, this “educational team” is involved in the following:

· Providing advice on academic and general career guidance to members stationed at Activities Baltimore, the Engineering and Logistics Center, as well as surrounding CG unit personnel, civilian, active duty, and reservists.

· Providing advice and assistance to personnel in obtaining financial aid.

· Assisting in documenting input furnished to the Coast Guard Institute to convert life experience and other non-college accomplishments into college credits.

· Providing guidance in selecting institutions of higher learning, steering sailors away from non-accredited “diploma mills,” and identifying institutions that best fit and offer programs commensurate to the member’s academic goals.

· Providing and assisting with online courses and labs.

· Providing beginner, intermediate, and advanced computer and Web consulting, including academic and job related special projects assistance.

· Evaluating member’s academic programs and credit transfers from a variety of schools, and steer members toward desired goals. Develop programs that will achieve specific education/certification and vocational goals.

· Increasing visibility and coordinating Auxiliary non-degree offerings –i.e., Navigation, Leadership, Sexual Harassment, etc.

· Making preparations to offer certain UMBC courses at the Yard complex during lunch or immediately following the normal workday hours.

The work of the team has already begun paying off. The following tasks have been completed:

· We have started interviewing a number of personnel who are interested in advancing their career by enhancing their education.

· Professor Veronis has employed the expertise of another UMBC faculty member, Professor Gary Burt, who will upgrade and maintain the ELC’s educational Web Page. Both Professor Veronis and Professor Burt will also provide advise and assistance on all other matters related to computers within the commands.

· A team of UMBC continuing education officials is to visit Activities Baltimore to discuss the establishment of both classroom and online courses. Professor Veronis will oversee the smooth operation of such an activity.
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The key players (from right to left): LT Hanley, Training Officer and Chief, Workforce Support Division at Activities Baltimore; YNC Byrd, ESO and Chief of the PERSRU, Activities Baltimore; LT Cooper, ESO and Productivity Program Manager, ELC; and Professor Veronis, Professor at UMBC.

· The establishment of a library is under way at Activities Baltimore, with all types of books donated by UMBC and various publishers.

· Professor Veronis has been carrying out discussions with other universities     interested in teaming up with Activities Baltimore for the relay of online courses. One such school is Thomas Edison State College, which has a program specifically designed for military personnel.

It is the hope of the four members of this team that these efforts to help our fellow Coasties advance their careers and enhance their education will not only pay off, but also be duplicated by other units. For further information, you may contact Professor Veronis at 410-455-3549, LT Cooper at 410-762-6005, LT Hanley at 410-576-2546, or YNC Byrd at 410-576-2503.

These efforts provide strong proof that “Team Coast Guard” is not only alive and well, but will perpetuate itself with Future Force 21.

Semper Paratus

