Here are some answers to the most common questions about the Operational Dress Uniform (ODU):

Question.  What is the ODU?


Answer.  The ODU is a variation of the Battle Dress Uniform worn by the DOD services that is modified to meet Coast Guard specific needs.  The ODU was tested under actual CG working conditions in the field, and was modified in accordance with the findings of the test.  The ODU top and trouser is made from the same 50/50 percent Nylon/Cotton Ripstop blend fabric as used in the DOD BDUs, but dyed CG Blue rather than printed in the standard BDU Camouflage patterns.  The Shirt and Trousers are made of the same material, providing a superior color match between shirts and trousers.  The Shirt is tapered for wear tucked inside of the trousers and the lower pockets found on the standard BDU top are removed.  The remaining shirt pockets are moved up slightly and use a flat design rather than a semi-bellows design.  The collar and sleeves are identical to those on the BDU.  The ODU Trousers use a zipper fly instead of the standard BDU button fly.  The “blousing tape” at the bottom of the trouser leg is removed.  Blousing of the trouser legs over boots is done via a more effective Blousing Band (either Velcro type or elasticized band).  When worn with low-topped shoes, such as with boat shoes for boat crew operations, the trousers are worn straight legged which would not be possible with the blousing tapes sewn in.  Pocket flaps will be closed by Velcro type hook and loop closures, instead of buttons as are worn on the BDU.  The ODU is worn with a CG Blue Crew Necked T-Shirt allowing the ODU top to be removed under extreme heat working conditions.  Sleeves can be worn down and buttoned or rolled up as is standard for BDUs.  The ODU is worn with a black belt and black buckle. The ODU is being procured from the same sources as produce the BDU for DOD use.
Question.  Who is getting the ODU?


Answer.  The ODU will be the required working uniform for all active duty and reserve personnel. 

Question.  When will the ODU be available?


Answer.  The ODU will be available sometime during the first half of Fiscal year 2003.  It will be issued to all personnel by the end of Fiscal Year 2004.  The ODU will be issued according to a priority of operational need, with operational field units first, followed quickly by support, administrative, and all others.

Question.  Will I have to pay for the ODU?
  

Answer.  Enlisted members will not pay for their initial ODU issue.  The minimum standard requirement of 4 ODU shirts, 4 ODU Trousers, 4 Dark Blue Crew Necked T-Shirts, one belt and black buckle, and a blousing band to blouse the trousers over the boots will be issued to all active duty and reserve enlisted personnel at no cost to the enlisted personnel.  Officers must pay for the ODU out of pocket.  After the ODUs have been issued to all enlisted personnel, the portion of the Clothing Maintenance Allowance (CMA) that would be paid for the replacement of the CG Working Uniform ($84.73 in FY 2002 dollars) will be halted for one year, and then will resume at a rate appropriate for the ODU.

Question.  How much does an ODU outfit cost?


Answer.  The cost of one full ODU uniform is $63.50 in FY 02 dollars.

Question.  Can I buy ODUs now?


Answer.  The Standard CG ODU is not yet available and cannot be bought yet.  Dark blue commercial versions of the BDU, including versions with tuck-in tops will not be considered to be acceptable for wear as part of the ODU due to multiple variations in materials, design, color, etc.  Only TACLET, LEDET, and MSST units have been authorized to buy ODU substitutes as organizational clothing.  As a reminder, financial and procurement regulations do not permit units to buy standard uniform items for unit personnel using operating funds.  Please do not contact the Uniform Distribution Center to Order ODUs unless specifically directed by ALCOAST message. 

Question.  Was the ODU tested at a wide variety of unit types and in all temperatures and climates?


Answer.  Yes, CG men and women at a wide range of CG operational units tested it under actual field working conditions.  It was tested under all weather conditions, including extreme heat and humidity conditions in Persian Gulf TACLET boarding operations and District 7 Operations.  The ODU received an overall 93% approval rating in comparison with the Working Blue Uniform.  

Question.  How many sets of ODUs must officers have?


Answer.  There is no minimum quantity for officers.  Officers must provide the quantity necessary to meet the requirements of their duties.

Question.  How will I get information about the ODU issue?


Answer.  Information will be passed via ALCOAST and other less formal means as needed.

Question.  What cover(s) will be authorized to be worn with the ODU?


Answer.  The “U.S. COAST GUARD” Ball Cap will be the only cover worn with the ODU.

