	[image: image1.wmf] 


	 Office of Search and Rescue 

G-OPR


Newsletter

Issue 9                          August, 2002



New CG Addendum Officially Signed: COMDT (G-OP) officially signed the new Coast Guard Addendum on 26JUL02.  Paper distribution will be limited to one copy via standard distribution.  An updated electronic version of the entire new addendum is available via the COMDT (G-OPR) website at http://cgweb.comdt.uscg.mil/g-opr/g-opr.htm.  The new addendum is also available on the (G-OPR) INTERNET site at http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-o/g-opr/sar.htm. 

Responding to Distress Calls On 2182 Khz:  Many MF/HF radios carried by recreational boaters and commercial fishing vessels are automatically switched to an AM carrier (H3E) mode on 2182 kHz when the emergency red 2182 distress button is depressed.  Consequently, they are unable to copy a 2182 kHz upper sideband (USB) response from the Coast Guard.  In the event a command center receives a distress call on 2182 kHz, and after responding using USB, are unable to establish contact, a change to AM mode and repeat of the call may be required.  
Hoax News:  Changes made to section 88 of Title 14 of the U.S. Code, which authorizes the Coast Guard to conduct search and rescue, makes it a federal crime to knowingly and willfully communicate a false distress call or cause the Coast Guard to attempt to save lives and property when no help is needed.  A person convicted of that offense may be sentenced to up to 6 years imprisonment (Class D Felony) and a civil penalty of not more than $5,000.  Additionally, the person is liable for all costs the Coast Guard incurs as a result of the false distress call.  One Federal court, the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals, ruled that this includes all costs incurred in responding to a false distress message, from beginning to end, including the costs of tracking the source of the call even after the Coast Guard determined that it was a hoax.  Any unit involved in a hoax call should keep a record of its response so the Coast Guard can show the cost of the call.

A person who sends a false distress signal is often not prosecuted by the U.S. Department of Justice despite it being a federal crime.  Many policy reasons account for why adults who transmit false distress signals are not prosecuted.  However, it is estimated that juveniles transmit 50% of all false distress signals.  The federal government rarely prosecutes juveniles for any crime because it does not have the system or the facilities to do so.  Federal law requires that a juvenile making a false distress call be surrendered to the appropriate state legal authorities having jurisdiction.  States have the proper procedures, facilities, and expertise in place to prosecute and sentence juveniles, however, only one state (Rhode Island) has a specific law to prosecute a person for transmitting a false distress signal.  Therefore, in most states the juvenile is either released immediately or charged with a lesser offense carrying with it a much lighter punishment than the federal law provides

Because those transmitting false distress signals typically are not prosecuted, the Office of Legislation at Coast Guard Headquarters will be working with District (dl) and (o) offices in the coming months on the preparation of “model” state legislation.  This package can be presented through existing state relationships to potentially aid in the development of legislation leading to state prosecution of those transmitting false distress signals.  Please contact LT Todd Mikolop, Office of Legislation, (202) 267-0077, with any questions.

New Arrivals In G-OPR:  CAPT Steve Sawyer reported in from G-WPM, relieving CAPT Miller as G-OPR.  LCDR Jim Olive reported in from Activities New York (Surface OPS), LCDR Jay Dell from Group San Francisco (OPS) and LT Mick Mulligan reported in from the R&D Center (Risk Based Decision Making Project Officer). 

