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Gold Wave Software Release:  The long awaited Gold Wave software used to manipulate and analyze audio distress transmissions has been approved for downloading at CG RCC’s, Sections, Groups, Activities & CAMS.  The software can be downloaded from TISCOM at http://cgweb.tiscom.uscg.mil/swiiiftp/certifiedapps/goldwave/goldwave.doc. Refer to this web site and COMDT COGARD WASHINGTON DC//G-OPR// MSG R 201957Z JUN 02 for detailed guidance.  

121.5 ELT Alerts:  The LANTAREA/D5 Command Center recently responded to a 121.5MHz distress alert in which 4 PIWs were rescued within 50 minutes of activating the alert.  This case reminds us that despite the high false alert rate and the fact that 121.5 ELTs are being phased out, lives are still being saved by this equipment and we must respond appropriately to all distress beacon alerts.  The chronological events in the case:

(  2000L LANTAREA/D5 CC RCVD 2ND pass composite of a 121.5 MHZ distress alert

(  2003L LANTAREA/D5 CC diverted MLB to investigate 121.5 MHZ ELT position

(  2032L MLB O/S and has a target on RADAR but no visuals

(  2034L MLB tasked to investigate RADAR target

(  2035L LATAREA/D5 CC RCVD first missed pass on the 121.5 MHZ distress alert (first step in assuming false alert)

(  2037L MLB RCVD visual of a flashing light and investigates

(  2049L MLB discovers a 19FT capsized PROCRAFT VSL with 4 PIW clinging to hull

(  2050L All PIW safely recovered. Case closed.

LANTAREA/D5 CC has RCVD approximately 15, 000 first alert notifications of 121.5 MHZ ELTS over the last year.  Approximately 2,000 of the alerts were followed by composite solutions that required the SAR Controller to initiate the “Alert Phase” of the SAR system, even though only 1% of all first alerts prove to be actual distress.  This is a text book case of how the SAR controller followed all the correct procedures, with a great result.  Bravo Zulu.  

2001 SAR Controller Of The Year, Association For Rescue At Sea Award (AFRAS) & AMVER Winners:  Congratulations to this year’s SAR award winners!  The PACAREA/D11 RCC received the RCC Controller of the Year, and QMC Richard Hutchinson & BM1 Eric Long of Group New Orleans received the Group Controller of the Year awards (ALCOAST 287/02).  AST1 Eric Forslund of Group/Air Station Astoria & BM1 Christopher D’Amelio of Station Cape Disappointment received the AFRAS Gold Award (ALCOAST 298/02).  Auxiliarist Henry Chandler, Vice Commander Flotilla 4-10 in Baton Rouge, LA, received the AFRAS Silver Award (ALCOAST 289/02).  Read the ALCOAST – these were truly outstanding SAR efforts.  There were a total of 12 nominations received for Controller of the Year (6 RCC/SEC & 6 GRP/ACT) & 11 AFRAS nominations (9 Gold & 2 Silver).  The M/V TAMPA was selected out of 7 other AMVER vessels to win the AMVER plaque for the rescue of 438 Afghan refugees off Indonesia.  All nominees of the 2001 SAR awards exhibited the utmost in professionalism, determination, and skills.

SAR School Quotas:  We realize transfer season hits all units hard, and we recognize the extra burden created by making SAR school a mandatory requirement for both SAR controllers and Group Operations Officers.  However, we are certain that this requirement will add to our SAR professionalism and leadership.  We are bringing new SAR School instructors on board to improve throughput, but until they are fully qualified, we are unable to increase SAR school quotas.  Our priority for filling MSP course quotas will go to those members needing SAR school so that units have enough people to stand 12 hour watches and meet the requirements of the Stand The Watch Initiative.

Monthly distribution of “SAR Watch”:  District OSRs are kindly reminded to forward “SAR Watch” to their Group Commanders, Air Station COs and other interested units.  Groups are requested to forward to stations as they desire.

