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Mass Causality Vacuumed Packed Life Raft (VPLR)-20 : In March 2002 the Conax VPLR was authorized for helicopter and vessel deployment.  Following the release of the message (COMDT G-O R 271853Z MAR 02) several Districts ordered rafts.  These orders were promptly canceled by the government supply source.  After further investigation, the Aviation Life Support Equipment (ALSE) System Manager found that Conax rafts had been removed from the Navy and Air Force supply due to poor reliability and delivery times.  The ALSE team began to search for a suitable replacement raft and identified the Air Cruiser 20-person VPLR, which is currently on the GSA Schedule as the best candidate.  ALSE recommends ordering the VPLR-20 from the manufacturer under GSA contract to obtain the No-Have Survival Equipment assembly.  Using this method, the packed rafts costs and weight are reduced by $500 & 20 LBS respectively.  Small orders can be shipped within 3 to 7 day’s and large orders (50 or 100) will take between 45 to 90 days.  The following are some specifications and characterstics of the Air Cruiser VPLR-20 (Survival Equipment assembly not included):

· Two chambers (tubes).

· Floating ladder  (supports the weight of a 200 lb person, providing ease of entry in the raft. Simulated broken arm and back boarding was successfully tested.)

· Six 12"x24" ballast bag's.

· Canopy

· Very easy to right if inverted. May also be easily climbed onto if inverted.

· Two relocation lights.

· One auto deployed drogue chute (sea anchor).

· Meets Mil-Spec for 20 people at 200 lb. (Passed single inflated tube test with 30 Air Force personnel in the raft.)

· Thermal Bonded (No glued seams to deteriorate.)

· Five (5) year inspection cycle. (Inspection cost $500.00 compared to the $4K for the Conax VPLR.)

· Approximate cost $6,400.00  (Conax costs depending on numbered ordered was $10,700.00 to $8,500.00).

· Approximate raft weight – 80 LBS

Currently, CGHQ is not providing the funding for the VPLRs.  Units, Districts & Areas are responsible for determining staging areas & funding.  This will also be further discussed at the OSR conference in Charlotte, NC on May 29th & 30th .

International Maritime Organization (IM0) Actions: IMO convened the 75th session of the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) in London on 15-24 May 02, and acted on the report of the Communications, Search and Rescue (Comsar) Sub-committee.  The following discusses some SAR-related highlights:

(  An intense debate ensued on whether new treaty provisions are needed to help protect survivors and ships from mistreatment. This resulted from a case involving the rescue of 423 refugees by the Norwegian M/V TAMPA between Indonesia and Australia, and Australia being subsequently unwilling for more than eight days to allow the ship to disembark the passengers, causing hardship on the ship and the survivors. This matter will be considered one more time by Comsar, and also by other UN agencies, such as the UN High Commission on Refugees. The U.S. has been very active in this debate, which centers largely on the definition of "rescue" that includes delivery to a place of safety.

(  Another hot debate was on a U.S. proposal that Comsar accepted to reverse an earlier IMO GMDSS decision to discontinue mandatory watchkeeping on CH 16 by ships after 2005; RADM Pluta successfully defended our position and obtained a favorable decision. Amendments to IAMSAR were adopted. These have been available for a while on the Coast Guard SAR internet site for immediate use pending final approval by IMO. 

(  One Working Group that convened during MSC dealt with future large passenger vessel safety. MSC had almost 228 action and information papers on maritime safety and security to consider at this meeting

New SAR School Chief:  It’s official. LCDR Darcy Guyant relieved CDR Robert Walters of the National SAR School Chief on May 1, 2002.  We wish CDR Walters the best as he finishes up his Coast Guard Career as the Operations Training Officer at TRACEN Yorktown and retires OAR February 2003.  For LCDR Guyant, “HIT IT HARD AND HIT IT FAST”.
