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OSR Conference:  This year’s District (osr) Conference is scheduled for May 29-30 in Charlotte, NC.  It will be held prior to the annual NASAR Conference (attendance optional) at the same location.  OPR will pay the registration fee for those attending the NASAR portion.  The registration fee will include all sessions, 2 receptions, one lunch, a BBQ and band on Saturday night, and access to the exhibit hall. A TONO Msg will be sent in early May.

New SAR Planning Tool Update:  The planning for a new version of CASP continues.  Joint Application Design (JAD) sessions have been conducted by OSC Martinsburg, G-OPR, and field units to identify requirements and design features. OSC is in the process of producing a Level of Effort as an estimate of the time and cost necessary to write the software. Once the design estimate is done, OSC will work with the program sponsor (G-OPR) to finalize the design specifics and begin work on writing the software.

Why NOT To Use The Navy’s FNMOC’s SAR Model (WebSAR) Over CASP: SAR Controllers are encouraged to use all available tools to assist in SAR planning.  However, the Navy FNMOC’s SAR model (WebSAR) should not be used in lieu of C2PC, CASP or even manual calculations using the IAMSAR method.  Below are some reasons not to use the WebSAR SAR Model:

( There is no way to input on-scene weather 

( WebSAR appears to use only 14 leeway types versus C2PC/CASP’s 63+ leeway types
( WebSAR only drifts a point versus CASP’s ability to drift a trackline or area

( WebSAR doesn’t take into account prior searches

( WebSAR does not appear to use probability of containment (POC), which means there is no way to calculate 
   probability of success (POS), so there is no way to produce an optimal search

( SAR Controllers are not trained to use WebSAR

SAR Awards:  The deadline for submitting the 2001 Association for Rescue at Sea (AFRAS) Gold and Silver Award nominations to G-OPR-1 was 16APR02, and 30APR02 for the 2001 SAR Controller of the year award.  Eleven AFRAS and seven SAR Controller nominations have been received to date.  Contact LTJG Robert Carroll (Rcarroll@Comdt.uscg.mil) at (202) 267-2275 ASAP if an extension is needed. 

International SAR Agreements:  SAR agreements between countries or between SAR authorities of countries help establish a basis for working relationships, define SAR regions, provide for territorial entry for SAR, etc., and because of the humanitarian nature of SAR, they are often favored by the State department, DOD and others as door-openers for engagement on non-SAR matters. The National SAR Plan and National SAR Supplement discuss agreements, the SAR Convention calls for them, and the Coast Guard Addendum defines who may negotiate them. We have Agreements with Russia, Canada, Mexico, and others…even China (resulted from the sinking of the Drill Rig OCEAN RANGER, and difficulties we had many years ago handling logistics support via China for the SAR response in the South China Sea). We’re beginning work now on agreements with the Bahamas and Dominican Republic as part of comprehensive efforts to coordinate Coast Guard missions with those countries, and hope to conclude a special one with Canada soon regarding responsibilities for Canadian flag petroleum platforms in Canada’s EEZ, but in a U.S. SAR region. We usually try to cover both maritime and aeronautical SAR in these agreements since the Coast Guard is responsible for both missions in ocean areas. If for any reason your Area or District would like to have a SAR agreement with some other country, please contract anyone in G-OPR-2 to discuss it further.
