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NATO SAR Panel:  The Office of Search and Rescue represented civil SAR interests at the regular convening of the NATO SAR Panel.  The SAR Panel, representing 26 member nations as well as "Partnership for Peace" member nations, focused on aligning its SAR manual with the International Aeronautical and Maritime SAR (IAMSAR) Manual.  The effort succeeded in having the NATO SAR Manual serve as a supplement to the IAMSAR Manual, much the same way as that of our U.S. National SAR Supplement.  An additional topic was further harmonization of aeronautical and maritime SAR services in view of the revised Annex 12 - Search and Rescue to the Convention on International Civil Aviation (the revised Annex 12 went into effect July 2004).  POC:  Mr. Dave Edwards (G-Opr-2) (202) 267-1552 DEdwards@comdt.uscg.mil 
SAR Coordination and Execution Course (SC&E):  This course continues to be in high demand and enjoys strong reviews from those who have attended.  During the planning process for the upcoming SC&E training cycle there has been some confusion over the total number of funded quotas.  Although the SC&E program is geared to conduct training for 500 students a year, those quotas are considered "no cost" since the SC&E course is conducted as a roadshow.  In FY04 SAR quotas to support instructor travel were sufficient to support a total of only eight convenings.  As a result, convenings have been limited.  Unfortunately, limited convenings within each district also lead to increased costs (for district AFC 56 accounts) associated with local travel.  The demand for the SC&E course has led the program to seek and acquire additional funding (quotas).  Quotas available for FY05 have been increased allowing the program to support a total of 20 convenings.  The increase in available instructor quotas is intended to facilitate more than one convening for a majority of districts and help to drive down travel costs for attending students.  OPR and SAR school will continue to monitor both demand and costs associated with the SC&E Course and work to ensure the necessary resources are in place for continued support of this valuable course.  POC: CDR Brad Clark (G-Opr-1) (202) 267-2275  BClark@comdt.uscg.mil
Annual OSR Conference October 19-20, 2004:  G-OPR is pleased to host the annual OSR conference in Sterling, Virginia.  District OSR’s will meet to discuss the progress and future of Coast Guard Search and Rescue programs.  A significant portion of the agenda has been dedicated to issues concerning the transition to Sector Command Centers.  POC: ENS Eric Leese (G-Opr-1) (202) 267-1586  ELeese@comdt.uscg.mil
Inmarsat “E”:  Inmarsat announced the December 2006 withdrawal of its Inmarsat EPIRB service and commitment to a new generation of safety service on its I-4 satellite.  The International Mobile Satellite Organization (IMSO) has advised the Maritime Safety Committee of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) that the L-Band EPIRB system will be withdrawn December 1, 2006.  Andrew Sukawaty, Chairman and CEO of Inmarsat adds:  “We remain committed to the safety of our customers.  Perhaps uniquely for a commercial business, Inmarsat will provide, free of charge, a 406MHz EPIRB with GPS and of equivalent capability, to every existing user of the outdated L-Band EPIRB system”.  Inmarsat’s planned program of replacement will ensure that every existing user will be offered a replacement EPIRB in time.  Inmarsat has invested Inmarsat Fleet F77, new equipment that will take Inmarsat safety services into the future is planned and is expected to enter service within the next decade.  POC: LCDR Jay Dell (G-Opr-2) (202) 267-4936  JDell@comdt.uscg.mil.
