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FY 2004
SAR Cases:   29,051      Lives Saved:   4,771

Trilateral Meetings:  During the week of 23 August, the Canadian Coast Guard, USCG, and the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency jointly sponsored two SAR meetings in Lantham, MD.  These annual meetings help to implement provisions of an existing SAR agreement among Canada, the U.S., and the U.K. on SAR operations and collaboration on related support efforts.  The first meeting was among the heads of maritime SAR for the three agencies, and focused on policy, budget, training, staffing, and other issues of common interest.  The second event was a combined meeting of the R&D Working Group of the National SAR Committee and a trilateral International SAR Technical Group which covered relevant advances in technology with potential application to aeronautical, maritime or land SAR.  Next year’s meetings will be held in Montreal, Canada.  POC:  Mr. Dan Lemon (G-OPR-2)  (202) 267-1582 DLemon@comdt.uscg.mil
U.S.-China Engagement on SAR:  12 August 2004 saw the latest U.S.-China (Peoples' Republic of China) engagement on SAR matters.  The Director General of the Rescue and Salvage Bureau, the Chinese agency responsible for maritime SAR, visited the Commandant and also received a SAR briefing tailored to specific areas of concern.  Aiming to improve their SAR services since the 1999 Dashun ferry disaster, Chinese delegations have visited Coast Guard Headquarters and field units on several occasions to gain a better understanding of the U.S. SAR system and procedures.  Our Group - Air Station approach has served as a primary model for the Chinese SAR system.  Both parties expressed genuine pleasure with the maritime SAR agreement signed in 1987, but also agreed that it is time to update it to reflect advances in international SAR cooperation since then.  POC:  Mr. Dave Edwards (G-Opr-2) (202) 267-1552 DEdwards@comdt.uscg.mil
SLDMB Update:  USE them!  SLDMB use is well below that of the old DMBs and SLDMBs are sitting on unit shelves with the batteries dying.  The SLDMBs first purchased are reaching the end of their shelf life.  CONTINUE TO USE THEM.  We will be monitoring the use and when failures start to occur the decision on battery replacement will be made.  In some recent offshore cases only one SLDMB was dropped.  The distance prevented rapid deployment of a replacement as the SLDMB failed to operate.  You need the total water current data – deploying two is appropriate in those situations.  In some cases units have been told to recover the SLDMB at the end of a case.  In general, DO NOT RECOVER.  Recovery can damage the SLDMB; it can NOT be turned off, and leaving them provides information for other cases and the oceanographic community.  If you have the need for a nearby case, the SLDMB may be pulled and moved; be sure not to lift by the antenna rod as this can damage the water seal.  Refer to section 3.3.2.2 and 4.11 of the CG Addendum.

Association For Rescue At Sea (AFRAS) Award:  Congratulations to AST3 Laurence Nettles of Air Station New Orleans for his selection as the 2003 AFRAS Gold Medal award winner.  PO Nettles will be recognized for his heroic efforts on September 15th at a formal ceremony in Washington, DC.

G-OPR-1 Staff Duties:  The Office of Search and Rescue Policy has recently implemented several changes to the staffing structure and assignment of duties to improve efficiency and to maintain alignment with the format of the CG SAR Addendum.  For more information on specific duties and individual staff member responsibilities please refer to the G-OPR web site: http://cgweb.comdt.uscg.mil/G-OPR/G-OPR.htm.
