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NASAR's SAR 04:  The National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR) held its annual conference & exposition - SAR 04 - in Virginia between 2-5 June 2004.  This event brought together federal, state, local and volunteer SAR managers and responders.  Coast Guard presence included a "SAR Program" booth and presentations by G-OPR, Auxiliary, Boating Safety and the Rescue Swimmer Program.  Participation by field members is highly encouraged for SAR 05 which will be held in Oakland, CA between 25-28 May 2005.  Presenters will receive complimentary conference registration.  (Title of presentation/demonstration, 200-word synopsis, and brief bio are due by 31 OCT 04).  More details are available on the web at:  www.nasar.org then look under Conferences & Events for the "SAR 05" link.  POC:  Mr. Dave Edwards (G-OPR-2)  (202) 267-1552 DEdwards@comdt.uscg.mil
SAR Data Providers - SAR Plans of Cooperation:  The G-OPR message R191352 JUL 04 provides interim guidance concerning the SAR Data Provider (SDP) System and Passenger Vessel SAR Plans of Cooperation.  These resources can be a tremendous asset to units when prosecuting cases involving SOLAS passenger vessels.  The G-OPR POC for SDP/SAR Plans of Cooperation is Mr. Ben Strong (202) 267-0459 or BStrong@comdt.uscg.mil.
Standardized Comprehensive SAR Program Brief:  G-OPR has completed and posted a standardized SAR brief which is now available on the G-OPR Homepage.  This brief, entitled “The U.S. Coast Guard Search and Rescue Program – A Systems Perspective”, was primarily developed and designed to provide a modular, "canned" format, multimedia presentation for use by Unit Commanders on the USCG SAR Program.  The brief covers various topics ranging from SAR foundational doctrine, SAR prevention methods, CG SAR Program standards, CG and Non-CG SAR assets, and SAR systems currently in use and planned for future implementation.  The modular format provides the speaker with the flexibility to tailor the information to the forum being addressed without losing sight or emphasis on the “Systems Perspective”.   Also included, are canned textual remarks recommended for use when presenting the brief to public or private audiences.  The G-OPR POC for this brief is LT Brad Brenneman, WBrenneman@comdt.uscg.mil.

Arrivals - Departures:  The Office of Search and Rescue welcomes aboard CDR Steve Stilleke and Mr. Jack Frost.  CDR Stilleke arrived from Air Station Sacramento and brings his experience as both a C-130 & HH-65 pilot to the SAR program.  Mr. Frost has served as a Contractor on staff for several years and has accepted a permanent position as the program search planning applications developer (CASP/C2PC-JAWS/SAROPS and related systems).  “Farewell and Best of Luck” to LCDR Jeff Ovaska and Family as they make their transition into retirement in Buffalo, NY.  For more information on specific program goals and individual responsibilities refer to the G-OPR web site: http://cgweb.comdt.uscg.mil/G-OPR/G-OPR.htm.
