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SAR Awards:  The deadline for submitting the 2002 Association for Rescue at Sea (AFRAS) Gold and Silver Award and SAR Controller Of The Year Award nominations to G-OPR-1 is 30APR03.  Refer to COMDT G-OPR 031549Z MAR 03 for details on the SAR Controller Of The Year Award.  Due to the CG wide MINIMIZE, the ALCOAST message soliciting for AFRAS award nominees is being delayed, but information can be found at Association for Rescue At Sea (AFRAS) Gold and Silver Medal Award Solicitation.  

SAR School Website:  The National SAR School’s intranet website now offer’s online forms in: C2PC/JAWS, CASP, Practice AMS, Electronic Systems, Rescue Planning, and OPSTAN.  The site also shares knowledge in a variety of other SAR topics.  Visit the site today at http://cgweb.tcyorktown.uscg.mil/sar. 

Winning The Battle Against The Hoax Call: “Coast Guard, Coast Guard my boat is sinking in the inlet, I need help.”  The TCOW hits the SAR alarm and the boat is off to help.  “Roger Sir, what inlet are you in, over?”  The voice comes back and says “Moriches Inlet… I am going over I need help now!”  No other distress is heard.  The small boats gets on scene and finds a rough inlet with six to eight foot seas with occasional surf.  One of the crewmen on board notices something floating in the water just on the other side of the inlet.  The coxswain quickly heads over to investigate.  Just as the small boat starts it transit across the bar it takes an unexpected wave over the port side and capsizes throwing all three occupants into the 45-degree water.  As the coxswain is swimming to his other two crewmen he notices that the debris noticed by the crewmen previously was a collection of driftwood and seaweed.  It was obvious to him at this point that the call had been a probable hoax.  There were no additional cases over the next few days that correlated to any such distress.  

This is a fictional case.  Sound a little farfetched?  Don’t be so sure… think back to the last case like this your unit ran.  I am sure you can think of many instances when Murphy’s Law could have jumped up and bit you and your crew.  We all hate “uncorrelated Maydays.”  We all wonder, “gee is this real or not,” but it does not stop us from doing the right thing.  We investigate the case as we would any other.  We get all the information we can and our commands make the best decision.  With the given information, I can say with confidence that most Coast Guard units would have handled it the same; hopefully Murphy’s Law would be on vacation.  Now let me throw a little bit of information in that may help… you have three recordings from earlier this year of what you and your command think to be the same voice reporting similar distress calls, all of which turned out to be probable hoaxes.  Now with that in the mix, what do you do?  You react again, however this time you have a very big piece of information that you did not have in the pervious scenario.  With this new information you are no longer in the distress or even alert phase, you are in the uncertainty phase.  You may still get the small boat underway to check the inlet, however the level of concern will not be as it was in the first scenario.  Even if your boat crew sees that debris in the water, they will be less likely to make a hasty decision and instead wait the extra 10 minutes for a clearer path to the debris or just take a little more time to look it over from afar.  Group Moriches SAR controllers use a database that was designed for this very purpose.  The database is a spreadsheet with links to all of the Group’s uncorrelated distress recordings with the date, time, place, DF, and type of voice.  The database is reviewed periodically by the watchstanders so they are familiar with any new additions.  Additionally, the database is user friendly and easily accessed for quick use during the watch.  This has proven valuable in a few uncorrelated distress cases by allowing the command that one extra piece of info that helps with the handling of the case.  Although we have not caught any hoaxers yet… with a database like this… it is only a matter of time.  For more information on the database, contact LTJG Marc Sennick at Msennick@grumor.uscg.mil.    (click here to see a screen shot of the Moriches database)

