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Senior Sar Controller Conference, COMDT (G-OPR) 121932Z FEB 03:  When? March 18-20th Where? CG OSC Martinsburg, WV. G-OPR will fund the travel for each Senior SAR Controller from each AREA/District/MARSEC/GANTSEC CC to attend the 2003 conference.  These CCs may send a substitute in place of their Senior Controller.  Additional controllers may attend at unit expense.  Send all interested agenda topics to LTJG Robert Carroll 202-267-2275 or email Rcarroll@comdt.uscg.mil.

Homeland Security Act of 2002 and SAR: The Homeland Security Act established the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and defined the primary mission of DHS in seven parts, including "Minimize the damage, and assist in the recovery, from terrorist attacks that do occur within the United States". To implement this part, the Coast Guard, as the Lead Federal Agency (LFA) for Maritime Homeland Security, is developing supporting objectives and specifying standards all of which have the SAR Program in a primary responsible role.  POC for suggestions and comments is David Edwards at (202) 267-1552 or e-mail at Dedwards@comdt.uscg.mil. 

Mass Rescue Operations (MROs) Guidance:  The International Maritime Organization (IMO) sub-committee on SAR communications has approved guidance on MROs, to assist member Governments in preparing for and coordinating aspects of major incidents involving rescue of large numbers of persons in distress from ships or downed aircraft.   Guidance on working with companies that operate large passenger ships and aircraft to ensure that they are prepared to effectively support such rescue efforts is also included.  This information will soon be posted on G-OPR'S web site at http://cgweb.comdt.uscg.mil/G-OPR/G-OPR.htm.   For an advanced copy, e-mail LTJG Robert Carroll (Rcarroll@comdt.uscg.mil).

C-PORT Conference:  The Office of Search and Rescue participated in the 2003 Conference of Private Operators for Response Towing (C-PORT) Conference on January 28 & 29th in Las Vegas, NV.  C-PORT represents the commercial marine assistance industry and advocates their interests with government agencies and Congress.  Membership in C-PORT is comprised of a cross section of commercial marine assistance companies, including major companies such as Sea Tow and Boat US.  The Coast Guard provided several participants, including Captain Steve Sawyer, Chief of the Office of Search and Rescue.  G-OPR has drafted a letter that has been mailed to all Groups and Activities, addressing the key topics and concerns brought up during the conference.  

911 Emergency System & CG SAR Units:  A recent 911 case-gone-bad has highlighted the importance of building and maintaining strong relationships with local 911 systems.  In this case a 911 Operator failed to notify appropriate SAR Authorities after a distressed mariner dialed 911 on his cell phone.  Apparently the 911 operator wasn’t familiar with entering generic geographic references in the maritime domain.  This lack of knowledge resulted in an 18-hour delay in SAR operations.  The mariners in question were later found dead.  Units having direct links with 911 operators should ensure that appropriate outreach is conducted to better assist both 911 operators and CG units in responding to maritime distress alerts made through 911.  Units that already have good working relationships with the 911 Emergency System are encouraged to share the details of the training system with G-OPR.  POC: LTJG Robert Carroll at Rcarroll@comdt.uscg.mil.  

