	[image: image1.wmf] 


	 Office of Search and Rescue 

G-OPR


Newsletter

Issue 14                          January, 2003



Update on Self Locating Datum Marker Buoys (SLDMBs):  The shipment of SLDMBs to Air Stations for use by the field has been delayed due to the discovery of a manufacturer defect in all buoys previously delivered to the ELC.  All 300 buoys in stock were returned to the manufacturer for repair.  The SLDMB tracking and logistics database hosted at OSC Martinsburg is in the final development stages – this web-accessed database will allow the ELC and Air Stations to track the status of all SLDMBs delivered and deployed in field use.  SMCs will be able to access the database to retrieve position and drift data for deployed SLDMBs based upon either buoy number or geographic area queries with the output data delivered into both tabular form and/or graphic display using C2PC.   Final operational testing of SLDMBs and the tracking /logistics database will be completed in early May with full operational function achieved by Memorial Day.   Questions regarding the SLDMB system can be directed to LCDR Jay Dell at 202-267-4936 or Mr. Rich Schaefer at 202-267-1089.

Update On The Next Generation MF & MF/HF DSC System:  Site surveys for replacing the current WSII (GREEN SCREENS) MF and MF/HF DSC System is scheduled to begin in February 2003.  A prototype MF/HF system will be installed at CG CAMSLANT in May 2003.  Remaining site installations will take place between July and November 2003.  AREAS will notify individual units of site surveys and installations dates. POC: LTJG Robert Carroll (Rcarroll@comdt.uscg.mil). 

MF MF/HF DSC Monthly Statistic Reports: The collection of DSC statistics is an important tool as we attempt to measure both the effectiveness of DSC as a distress alerting mechanism, and the volume of calls being generated by the DSC system.  MISLE incorporates DSC as a method of notification, and the detailed entries by SMCs are crucial to this statistical gathering process.  Although MISLE will allow us to measure case specific DSC data, a separate reporting mechanism is needed to collect other crucial data, including the total number of DSC calls (distress and non-distress) received by units equipped with DSC.  CG CAMSPAC Point Reyes has created an excellent web based program for submitting their monthly DSC statistic reports required by COMDTINST M16130.2C, paragraph 2.2.2.10.  Other units required to submit monthly DSC statistic reports may also use this application.  It is located at http://cgweb.pacarea.uscg.mil/camspac/dsc, and is simple to use.  Just enter your unit’s Plain Language Address (PLA), statistical data, and hit send.  Areas and Districts may establish their own procedures for the consolidation of this statistical data, but all input shall be forwarded by e-mail to cgcomms@comdt.uscg.mil, no later than the tenth day of the month following the month being reported.  Bravo Zulu to TC2 Ian Thurston, of CG CAMSPAC Point Reyes’s IRM staff, for creating the DSC statistics report web application. 

New OS Rating: Are you an E4 to E6 QM or BM that still may be considering a lateral over to the new OS rating?  If so, perhaps the following facts will help you decide to make the move. There is no better opportunity for an exciting career specialty and rapid advancement than to lateral over to OS.    Its currently at 80% strength and with a significant shortage of candidates at the E-5, E-6 and E-7 pay-grades.   Especially critical are those individuals with Group operations and SAR controller experience. With the Coast Guard’s transition to the Department of Homeland Security, even greater emphasis is given to multi-mission command and control.  The new technology delivered to our shore side Operations Centers by Rescue 21 will give controllers wonderful new tools to plan and execute a wide range of missions.  In addition, over the next two years, several new controller billets will be added to Group Operations Centers. All of this adds up to an exciting opportunity! Don’t miss out.  

