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Upcoming SAR Conferences:  Shephard’s Conference “SAR-THE AMERICAS 2003” (www.shephard.co.uk) is scheduled for March 24-26th in Halifax, Canada.  “SAR-THE AMERICAS 2003” is the world's leading search and rescue event that focuses on civil and combat search and rescue operations, tackling the major challenges as well as the critical issues facing global SAR operations.  Alongside the conference will be a major exhibition of leading international manufacturers and suppliers to the SAR community.  The Senior Controller Conference is tentatively being scheduled for late March or April.  Conference dates and location are still being worked out.  This year’s District osr Conference is tentatively scheduled for May 27th & 28th, in Reno, NV, prior to the annual National Association for Search and Rescue (NASAR) Conference (www.nasar.org) on May 28th  & 29th.  NASAR is a not-for-profit membership association dedicated to advancing professional, literary, and scientific knowledge in fields related to search and rescue.  The C-PORT Conference (www.c-port.org) is being held on January 28th & 29th, in Las Vegas, NV.  C-PORT is an organization that represents the Marine Assistance Industry.  Units that would like issues addressed during the C-PORT conference should contact LCDR Jim Olive at (Jolive@comdt.uscg.mil) prior to January 23rd.  Suggestions and recommendations for all other conferences should be sent to LTJG Robert Carroll (Rcarroll@comdt.uscg.mil).  Official message traffic will be released addressing the Senior Controller Conference and OSR Conference, once the exact dates and locations are finalized.  

MF/HF DSC:  The Post Contract Award brief for the new generation MF/HF DSC system was rescheduled for 16JAN03.  Oerlikon, Contraves, Inc, was awarded the $5M contract and will provide an installation time line during the Post Contract Award Brief.  This contract will replace the current MF/HF DSC terminals with a “WINDOWS” based system.

Electronic Service Activation System (ESAS) 2000:  Telenor has offered to provide RCCs access to Inmarsat’s ESAS 2000 database.  The ESAS database will assist RCCs in identifying the source of Inmarsat C and Inmarsat EPIRB distress alerts.  RCCs will receive an ESAS sign-on and password once the details are finalized with Telenor. The ESAS is located at http://ESAS.INMARSAT.COM.  Official message traffic will be released addressing sign-on and password procedures OOA 06JAN03.

Geocode.Com:  G-OPR is working with Geocode.com to provide accurate LAT/LONG information for use in C2PC for units working cases where the reporting source position is given in terms of a street address.  The final product will most likely be one subscription that all CC’s will have access to through a common logon ID and password.  Currently, individuals can log onto www.geocode.com and use the site for a limited time.  POC: Is LCDR Jim Olive (Jolive@comdt.uscg.com). 

Farewell to CDR Dee Norton (CAPT Select):  CDR Dee Norton will depart G-OPR on 03JAN03 and assume the duties as Chief of Enlisted Personnel Management (CGPC-epm).  LCDR Jim Olive will assume all G-OPR duties that were previously handled by CDR Norton until her replacement arrives.  Congratulations to CDR Norton on selection to O-6, and we wish her the best in CGPC-epm.

