	[image: image1.wmf] 


	 Office of Search and Rescue 

G-OPR


Newsletter

Issue 11                          October, 2002



Civilianizing Of Selected Billets at CG CC/OPCENS:  One military billet at each GRP/ACT OPCEN (including MARSEC) will be converted to a civilian billet by the end of the 2003 transfer season.  The new civilian positions will be a GS-9 or GS-11 at the GRP/ACT/MARSEC level and a GS-11, 12 or 13 at the AREA/DISTRICT/GANTSEC level.  Units should contact their district civilian personnel specialist for position descriptions and procedures regarding interviews and hiring.  No new replacement for the current active duty billet being replaced will be ordered in during transfer season 2003.  Therefore, it is highly recommended that the civilian billets be filled ASAP.  Refer to ALCOAST 509/02 for more info.  POC: CDR Dee Norton (202) 267-1581 or e-mail at Dnorton@COMDT.uscg.mil. 

GMDSS Sea Area A2 Status:  The CG’S MF DSC system was tested during late SEP02 and early OCT02.  The tests were designed to test equipment, procedures and to confirm GMDSS Sea Area A2 coverage needed in order for the U.S. to declare SEA AREA A2 (an area extending 100-150 miles offshore and within range of at least one MF DSC coast station).  After reviewing the results of the test, it has been determined that the U.S. will not declare GMDSS SEA AREA A2 until the existing 2182khz distress system currently being used at CG shore stations is extensively groomed and inventoried (site survey, antenna location, height, angle, coupling etc.).  The test results also showed deficiencies in training and policy dealing with system testing.  Members of G-OPR, G-SCT, G-OCC, TISCOM (TSD-1A) and both AREA(t) are in the process of confirming the problems found during the test, and will be working with both AREA MLCs to correct the problems.  Even though the U.S. hasn’t declared GMDSS SEA AREA A2, CG units equipped with a MF DSC terminal are required to respond to a MF DSC alert when received.  Units shall follow existing CASREP procedures when system problems are suspected.  

CG Addendum Change One:  The Office of Search and Rescue (G-OPR) intends to issue change one to the new CG Addendum by 31JAN03.  Recommended changes should be submitted via the chain of command to arrive at G-OPR NLT 15DEC02.  Recommendations may be submitted by e-mail to Jolive@COMDT.uscg.mil. POC: LCDR Jim Olive (202) 267-1559.

The Return Of On-Scene Magazine:  G-OPR is pleased to announce the return of the ON SCENE Magazine.  The magazine will be published twice a year vice the quarterly schedule when it was first published.  To ensure the success of ON SCENE Magazine and to make it a valued professional forum for the SAR community, articles from the field are highly encouraged.  Suggestions on topics units would like to see covered are also encouraged.  Please submit articles and topics to Mr. Rich Schaefer (Rschaefer@COMDT.uscg.mil) by 15NOV02 so G-OPR can get it to the press before the Holiday season. 

SAR Display Banner:  G-OPR has created a SAR display at CGHQ.  The display consists of patches from Groups, Activities, Stations, Air Stations, Command Centers, and other units that specifically have SAR included in their patch design.  Units listed above are requested to donate a patch.  Mail patches to: Commandant, United States Coast Guard (G-OPR) Room 3106, 2100 2nd Ave S.W., Washington DC, 20593, ATTN LTJG Robert Carroll.

