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OPSTAN Team PQS Conference:  On 26AUG-28AUG02, representatives from various units met in Williamsburg, VA, to develop a standard SAR PQS.  The conference was coordinated and funded by the OPSTAN Team.  The goals of the conference were to develop a SAR PQS that will cover all SAR related qualification procedures and knowledge expectations, and develop a recurring training program for all SAR Controllers.  The SAR PQS and recurring training program developed during the conference will be incorporated into the CG Addendum and become the standard to which SAR controllers are qualified and re-certified.  

Caribbean SAR Conference:  The second annual Caribbean SAR Conference was held in the British Virgin Islands on the 4th and 5th of September 2002.  This USCG Greater Antilles Section (GANTSEC) sponsored, DoD SOUTHCOM funded conference was attended by 36 participants from 16 Caribbean and South American nations, and the United States.  Other participants included representatives from DoD SOUTHCOM, OSD-DoD Prisoners of War / Missing Personnel Office (DPMO), NOAA Search and Rescue Satellite-Aided Tracking (SARSAT), and industry representatives from Carnival Cruise Lines, Switlik Liferaft Company, ACR Electronics and EMS Technologies.  Additionally, USCG Liaisons / Attaches from Trinidad & Tobago, Dominican Republic, Venezuela, and Haiti were in attendance.  The primary purpose of this conference was to strengthen relationships, cooperation and coordination in the Caribbean region, with the focus on saving lives - primarily at sea.  This conference was a combination of workshop exercises, informational briefings and technical and operational demonstrations. 
Prospective Group Operations (P-OPS) Officer Workshop:  G-OPR coordinated and hosted a Prospective Group Ops workshop at the CG Academy on 15SEP-19SEP02.  The course was designed to orient new Group Operations Officers to the job.  In an intense, activity-packed four and half days, current and prospective Group operations officers were exposed to a variety of topics, including: Leadership, the Maritime SAR Assistance Policy, Updates to SAR policy, SAR Checksheets, OPSTAN Team Program, Mishaps & Investigations, Asset/Risk Management, COMMCEN Management, Ready For Ops Inspections, Maritime Law Enforcement and Homeland Security Operations.  Evening sessions included a SAR lab, an RFO and an over-flight.  The diverse pool of instructors came from a variety of units (GRPS/ACT/AIRSTA/HQ/DISTRICT/STA).  Feedback from the participants indicated that the workshop was very valuable and would be beneficial to have at the beginning of a tour as Operations Officer.  

Chief, Office Search and Rescue:  As mentioned in our last newsletter, Captain Steve Sawyer became the Chief of Search and Rescue (G-OPR).  CAPT Sawyer is a 1978 graduate of OCS and one of the few officers who have served at three separate Group commands in the top three positions available to the officer corps.  These commands include GRP Charleston, SC (OPS), GRP Mayport, FL (XO), and GRP Eastern Shore, VA (CO).  By virtue of his experience, qualifications and time invested at group commands, he has also earned the Boat Forces Insignia (silver and gold insignia for permanent authorization).  CAPT Sawyer has also completed staff tours at CGHQ, D1, D9, and tours at TRACEN Petaluma (Assistant Chief, Training Division), and on the former Omega Navigation System Operations Detail (Assistant Chief, Operations).  He has a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Education and a Master’s of Science Degree in Instructional Technology.

