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SAR Cases:
15,548      Lives Saved:
   2,643

SAR Controller Competency:  All SAR Controllers may now qualify for the new SAR Controller competency (formerly known as a qualification code).  Members must: complete SAR School, stand 25 watches (300hrs) and receive a designation letter from the Commanding Officer to be designated in Direct Access as OS0005-SAR Controller.  This designation is used by the CGPC assignment staff to improve the quality and timeliness of personnel placement, especially for urgent and “must-fill” needs.  Other CmdCen-related codes available in Direct Access include:  CC Inspector, Senior SAR Controller, GRP Comms Watchstander and GRP CommCen Supervisor.  The relationship between these new competency codes and the qualification requirements to stand watches shall be addressed in Change-1 to the CG SAR Addendum.  

Reference: Direct Access Competency List: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/psc/da/CompetencyDictionary.xls.
CASP Tips:  The Computer Assisted Search Planning (CASP) tool may be used in a wide variety of scenarios.  Recent in-depth analyses of CASP capabilities and applications have produced additional techniques for using CASP that SAR planners may consider to improve the probability of success.  Some examples include: cases involving drift of less than 24 hours, nearshore incidents, application and interpretation of time-interval and “geographic boundary” inputs for environmental data, and scenario/location “weighting”.  A change to CASP's world historical sea current files is also scheduled for implementation in the near future.  This will affect all CASP outputs outside of the areas covered by regional Florida Straits and Western North Atlantic/Gulf Stream files.  Additional information can be found on the G-OPR web page: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-o/g-opr/tools.htm or by contacting Mr. Jack Frost: jfrost@comdt.uscg.mil.

SLDMBs Get Results!  MARSEC SAR Controllers recently coordinated a successful extended search for a 20-ft outrigger canoe in the Federated States of Micronesia.  This was not an unusual situation for that part of the world – but the difference this time involved the deployment of SLDMBs.  The results of this case were highlighted in the Fourteenth District’s Performance of Duty message (CCGDFOURTEEN HONOLULU HI//D// R 212346Z MAY 04 -  MISLE Case #174102) “This was the Fourteenth District's first operational use of SLDMBs since the authorization to deploy was promulgated. The SLDMBs provided crucial data on total water current that was substantially different than the historical environmental data in CASP. The SLDMBs provided near real-time continuous data that was available to the search planners without having to wait for an aircraft to relocate. They also preserved the precious flight time for actually looking for the search target and not the DMB. Not all aircraft utilized in this search had the capability to locate our traditional DMBs. Without the SLDMB data, I doubt we would have found the overdue vessel and saved the six lives.” The SLDMBs are still tracking; visit the SLDMB cgweb site… they are #’s 43360 & 43361 under D14/Barber’s Point.  Congratulations MARSEC!
Arrivals - Departures:  The Office of Search and Rescue welcomes aboard ENS Eric Leese and Mr. Ben Strong.  “Farewell” to LCDR Jim Olive and LT Mick Mulligan as they transition to new opportunities within the headquarters building.  For more information on specific program goals and individual responsibilities refer to the G-OPR web site: http://cgweb.comdt.uscg.mil/G-OPR/G-OPR.htm.
