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10,314
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1,791   

Association for Rescue at Sea Award: Nominations due to G-OPR by 15 April 2004, see ALCOAST 115/04. 

SAR School Pre-requisites: In November's issue of SAR Watch we discussed some pre-training requirements for students attending the Maritime SAR Planning course. SAR School continues to receive students ill prepared to perform basic math & navigation plotting. With the recent increase in demand for these limited quotas, it is in each command's best interest to ensure members are fully prepared before attending the course.  Two members have already been dis enrolled & many others have required remedial training upon reporting to Yorktown. Disenrollment can result in significant delays in getting your watchstanders qualified & can eliminate quotas for your lower priority candidates (ie: Ops/Aops/ overbillets). There are pre-test materials, including a math & nav basics test, available in the Maritime Search Planning portion of SAR School's website at: http://www.uscg.mil/tcyorktown/Ops/SAR/courses.shtm - mspG-OPR.  POC is LCDR Jim Olive: 202-267-1559.
Annual C-PORT Conference:  G-OPR represented the field at the annual conference of the commercial towing industry, held in Baltimore, MD. The partnership between the industry & the CG continues to strengthen. A few noteworthy items discussed during the meeting included the following: 

· Towers are eager to help commands maintain Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA). They often know the AOR better than anyone, & could prove a worthwhile MDA partner.
· Some towers were concerned that SMCs are not familiar with the capabilities of tower resources & sometimes are asked to take on cases that exceed the towers capabilities.
· Towers were concerned that mandatory meetings are not being held in all AORs. Contact G-OPR if you would like assistance in advertising your meetings.
· Towers were concerned that some SAR cases were being handled through covered comms (including cell comms). It is important to conduct SAR in the open to maximize your resource pool.
· Towers suggested they could help in areas where CG small boats are overwhelmed by AIRSTA helo ops training needs. 
G-OPR POC is LCDR Jim Olive at 202-267-1559

New Tool for Civilian Controller Management: ALCOAST 127/04 provides guidance on a new civilian personnel policy that allows two civilian employees to occupy the same billet for a limited overlap period. This should prove useful during training/relief periods when commands need to replace an existing Civilian SAR Controller. The amended business rules can be found under "Civilian Workforce Management Business Rules" on the CG-83 website at: http://cgweb.comdt.uscg.mil/G-CRC/CPA/CPA-2/REPROG/REPROG.HTMor the G-WPC website at: http://www.uscg.mil/HQ/CGPC/CPM/POLICY/BUSRULES.HTM. G-WPC POC is Mr. Michael Stephanson at 202-267-2404.  G-OPR POC is LCDR Brad Clark at 202-267-2275.

Just a Heads-Up (Strong Potential for Spring Flooding Exists): March 2004 FEMA National Situation Report predicted above average risk of flooding in much of New York & New England, as well as eastern Virginia. Commands should consider contingencies accordingly. 

