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USCG SAR School Closed for Needed Refurbishment The SAR School has closed their doors until February 17 while they overhaul their spaces.  They will be moving from the one large classroom to two smaller classrooms (on the same deck).  The Maritime Search Planning (MSP) Course class size will change from 25 students per convening to 16.  However, the MSP classes will now be offered roughly every 3 weeks vice every 4 weeks with the ability to overlap classes.  For the latest schedule for the MSP Course, please visit the TQC's web site at: http://www.uscg.mil/hq/tqc/1540TableofContents.htm.  Some of the renovations include computers on each of the student desks, upgraded audio/visual equipment, and completely renovated OPCEN Simulators.  Provisions will also be made for Rescue 21 equipment.

C-PORT Conference in Baltimore MD: The Office of Search and Rescue will be representing the CG SAR Community at this year's C-PORT conference in Baltimore, February 10 and 11.  C-PORT is the national association of professional providers, and this venue gives us direct contact with such players as the President of Seatow International among others.  Any units that have towing issues of sufficient significance to elevate them to the national level should advise G-OPR, providing a summary of the issue and a unit POC available to provide further information.  Please be sure to allow sufficient lead-time for OPR to gather the material and prepare it for conference use during the second week of February.  OPR POC:  LCDR Jim Olive @ 202 267-1559 or jolive@comdt.uscg.mil.
2004 Senior Controller’s Conference: The conference message has been sent (121923Z JAN 04) providing TONOS and detailing logistics.  There was an error in the hotel phone number.  The correct toll-free number is (800) 222-8733.  Attendees can refer to the hotel web site for specific information when making reservations.  The OPR staff is in the process of preparing the agenda.  Field input is requested to make this session useful and interesting.  Agenda input is due to OPR NLT 13 FEB.  There is no established format.  OPR POC:  LT Tom Robinson @ 202 267-0429 or tjrobinson@comdt.uscg.mil.
PLBs and Magnets 101:  It has come to our attention, recently, that certain PLBs can be inadvertently activated simply by placing them in close proximity to a magnet.  One unit (not a USCG P-PIRB) was accidentally activated when it came in contact with a flashlight that had magnets in it.  Units should consider this when dealing with these instruments.  G-OPR POC:  LCDR Jay Dell at 202 267-4936 or jdell@comdt.uscg.mil.
