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Year to Date
SAR Cases:   3,749

Lives Saved:    
555

SAR School Pre-requisites Recently the SAR School has seen students arriving without being adequately prepared for the Maritime SAR Planning course at TC Yorktown VA. In some cases, it has resulted in disenrollment. This is costly to the command, the school, and the program. Commands should note any candidate considered for enrollment should have a knowledge/experience with basic plotting, navigation and reading nautical charts, as well as basic math skills. The SAR School Internet site has a pre-test that can gauge a prospective candidate's pre-requisite knowledge. In addition, a math refresher can be found at http://www.uscg.mil/tcyorktown/Ops/SAR/courses.shtm. POC on this matter is LT Kevin Jones.

District osr / Senior Controller Conference The G-OPR staff is beginning to develop logistics and agendas for the FY ‘ 04 District OSR and Senior Controller Conferences. SCC will be tentatively held in February while the OSR is slated for the fall. Suggestions concerning agenda items or conference-specific issues should be forwarded to LT Tom Robinson: tjrobinson@comdt.uscg.mil.
NY Hunter Trapped Gets a Ride from a Fort Drum Air Ambulance A hunter trapped in the Adirondacks early this month successfully used a personal locator beacon (PLB) to be rescued. An Army helicopter from Fort Drum NY responded to his location. This was the first successful rescue with the technology since it was made commercially available in the US. The hunter fearing dehydration and hypothermia activated his PLB when ice blocked his departure from the woods. 

Required Action by SMC's for SLDMB Deployment We have noted in the short time since we have gone live with the SLDMB system that SMCs are failing to mark SLDMBs as deployed. This is accomplished by going to the SLDMB web page (http://sldmb.osc.uscg.mil/) clicking on the "SMC Console" link, entering the appropriate data, and clicking the "save" button. Data required includes the SLDMB number and in the comments section the time and location of the deployment. Providing this information is critical to the proper tracking of the individual SLDMB by the system. All SMCs should read the policy and procedures posted on the SAR Program's web site (http://cgweb.comdt.uscg.mil/G-OPR/sldmb.htm) to ensure the system is used properly. 
Wider Deployment of SLDMBs SLDMBs repackaged to make deployment from helicopters safer have arrived at the Coast Guard's Engineering and Logistics Center, and will be shipped soon to air stations with helo's assigned. Actual deployment from helo's will be on hold until approved by the Office of Aviation Forces (G-OCA) following tests of the new packaging by the HH-60 and HH-65 Stan teams. Deployment by surface assets is also in the works for this year. 

