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Year to Date
SAR Cases:
30,787

Lives Saved:
   4,540

Second Annual OPCEN Standardization (OPSTAN) Conference The conference was held in Williamsburg, Virginia on 3-5 September. This year’s focus was on the "Train the Trainer" concept. Templates for written tests, quizzes and JAWS SAR Tool problems were provided to those in attendance. The Performance Qualifications Standard for Command Center Controllers (PQS) was also reviewed and minor changes were made. Expect to see the updated PQS on the G-OPR website in the near future.  LT Kevin Hall from the Office of Command & Control Architecture gave a presentation on Training Management Tool (TMT). The OPSTAN Team and G-OPR are working on approving the competencies and tasks already entered in the TMT system and expect to have further guidance to the field sometime in FY04. All units are highly encouraged to start using TMT now and become familiar with the system. Contact Robert Mills at OSC Martinsburg at (304) 264-2558 for TMT specific question.

OPSTAN Team is On the Road Again Starting in September and running through May, the OPSTAN Team will visit 24 units. The plan is to have every CG OPCEN evaluated by 1 June 2004. Just a reminder that all qualified controllers and COMMCEN watch standers are involved in the evaluation process as well as all managers in the OPCENs. This includes OPCEN/COMMCEN Supervisors, AOPS, OPS, Surface OPS, etc. If you have any doubt as to who will be tested at your unit, please contact the OPSTAN Team directly. Schedules and contact numbers are posted on the SAR School website, http://cgweb.tcyorktown.uscg.mil/sar/index.asp.

U.S. SAR System as Model for International Use Recent briefings with flag-level delegations from Malaysia and Albania, and an upcoming visit by an Australian SAR expert, punctuate the fact that our SAR system truly has a global impact. Such Headquarters briefings home in on concepts for establishing and maintaining an effective, efficient SAR system. Exchanges with foreign delegations here in the U.S. or in their own countries improve our SAR coordination with other SAR regions and can advance U.S. national interests by furthering friendly contact with other governments. 

C2PC Systems for Backup/Training at Section, Group & Activities Command Centers Fiscal Year 2003 earmark funds were used to purchase computers workstations for each section, group and activities command center. This additional workstation is for watchstander initial qualification, maintaining qualification currency, training and practice. These workstations also provide an additional terminal for command center use in case of a major event. The workstations are to be connected to the network and do not have to be located in the command center if another location would be better for watchstander training use. The workstations should be arriving via the servicing electronics support unit in the next few weeks.

