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Year to Date

SAR Cases:
23,777

Lives Saved:
   3,303
Self-Locating Datum Marker Buoys (SLDMB) Deployment The following schedule is planned for the deployment of the SLDMB. The Operational Test & Evaluation phase is scheduled for 2-18 Sept 2003. Based on test results SLDMB could become available for use as early as 22 Sept 2003. Initially SLDMB will only be available for deployment from fixed wing aircraft. This is due to minor safety concerns for use on Coast Guard rotary winged aircraft. The next batch purchased will remove the safety concerns for the rotary winged aircraft. They will be made available in the Dec 2003 time frame. It is anticipated that the SLDMB will be expanded to the Coast Guard cutter and boat forces in FY 04. For those of you who haven’t visited the SLDMB operational web site, hosted at the Coast Guard’s Operations Systems Center, it can be accessed via the intranet at the web address: http://sldmb.osc.uscg.mil/. Point of contact is Rich Schaefer (202) 267-1089.
Operations Center Standardization (OPSTAN) Training Conference The OPSTAN conference is being conducted this week at Coast Guard TRACEN Yorktown. Discussions during the conference will include the OPSTAN Checklist, schedules, time tests & scenarios, evaluations of communications, Training Management Tool, standardization of SAR Case folders, Standard Operating Procedures, ergonomics of OPCENs & COMCENs, and length of watch duty. 

Consolidating Exercise Schedules Meetings are being held at Washington DC in September in an effort to understand and consolidate planning requirements and associated exercise requirements. Coast Guard Headquarters, Pacific/Atlantic Area Offices, and the National Strike Force Coordination Center will attend. The over all goal for the team is the development of a consolidated 6 year exercise schedule for both the “O” and “M” Coast Guard communities. Point of contact is LT Mick Mulligan (202) 267-1586.
Medium Frequency Digital Selective (MF-DSC) Beginning 08 September 2003 installation of the MF-DSC systems will commence. An aggressive installation schedule has been prepared which will continue through the end of CY 03. A message to all units receiving this equipment is forthcoming. It provides specific details concerning unit responsibilities, training program, and persons required to be present during the installation process.

INMARSAT-C (TELENOR) TELENOR will switch the Inmarsat C service at Southbury as they transition the services to their Eik Earth Station in Norway effective 30 September 2003. Command Centers need to ensure that they are using and feel comfortable with the new Inmarsat-C Web Interface (www.Internet-C.com). Each unit with this capability has been sent an information package via mail or via e-mail with their new UserID and PIN. If any of the RCCs are having any difficulties using the new web interface, they are urged to contact the Customer Care Department at (301) 838-7700 or (800) 685-7898, or e-mail:  customer.care@telenor.com.
