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D8 Chalks One Up For JAWS: Station Pascagoula received a report of a 35ft boat capsized in the vicinity of the Bayou Casotte Channel in the Mississippi Sound. A Station UTB and RHI, a HU25 from ATC Mobile, and a HH65 from AIRSTA New Orleans were called out to conduct a search. The HH65 was unable to relocate a malfunctioning DMB, so a Group Mobile watch stander drifted a PIW in JAWS using the on scene weather. After refueling, the HH65 located the PIW, alive and clinging to some tree limbs, in the exact position of the JAWS drift. Bravo Zulu to the expeditious actions and coordination of Group Mobile, ATC MOBILE, Station Pascagoula, and AIRSTA New Orleans.
New NOAA Buoy Product Released Today for SAR: NOAA's National Data Buoy Center (NDBC) has added a special SAR data record product to their Web site. They added a 6-hour vector average wind record and a 6-hour average sea record to all National Weather Service operated buoy and C-MAN station pages.  You can find will two examples at: http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.phtml?station=44013

http://www.ndbc.noaa.gov/station_page.phtml?station=IOSN3

The record intervals have been adjusted to match the JAWS wind data worksheet window. The CG Office at the Data Buoy Center was instrumental in developing this product. Thanks also to Art Allen (USCG R&DC) and Robert Netsch (USCG C2CEN).

SAR Plans of Cooperation: In accordance with the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea regulation V/7.3, passenger ships on international voyage are required to have on board a SAR Plan of Cooperation between SAR services and the passenger ship. The objective of the SAR Plan is to enable the early and efficient establishment of contact and initial actions for an emergency among the passenger ship, the company, and the SAR services. These SAR Plans contain basic information, which enable the response to an emergency to commence immediately, (i.e. direct contact details for the ship, company, and SAR services). Copies of the SAR Plans are held by all relevant SAR services or, for passenger ships, which trade through many SAR regions, (i.e. Miami and San Juan), by a SAR Data Provider (SDP). A SDP keeps plans available for RCC access so all RCCs will not have to keep the SAR Plans. To find out where SAR Plans of Cooperation are kept, assess the International SAR Cooperation Plans Index, (www.mcga.gov.uk/sandr/coop.htm), which is kept up to date at HM Coastguard at Falmouth, UK. 

The SAR Plan does not replace more detailed emergency response plans already in place, whether part of the company’s safety management system or the SAR services arrangements. These plans should be linked so that the response to an emergency involving a passenger ship, (i.e., the response on-board the vessel, from the company’s emergency response organization ashore, and from the SAR services), is coordinated effectively and efficiently.

For more information contact LT Mulligan at (202) 267-1586 or mmulligan@comdt.uscg.mil.

