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National Distress Response System Modernization Project Update:  NDRSMP is near completion of the Design Demonstration and Validation Phase (Phase I), which included development/refining of system requirements and specifications, and the demonstration of the critical functions of each system integration contractor’s design.  The Full-Scale Development Phase (Phase II) will begin in April 2002 and includes contract award, full-scale development and operational testing of the system, and production and deployment of the system nationwide.  Group Atlantic City and Group Eastern Shore are slated to begin operating the new system in October 2003.

Upcoming SAR Conferences:  This year’s District osr Conference is scheduled for May 29-30 in Charlotte, NC. It will be held just prior to the annual NASAR Conference (attendance optional) at the same location.  The Senior Controller Conference is scheduled for March 26-27 in Portsmouth, VA.  Recommendations on agenda topics for both conferences are needed in order to make the events truly successful.  Send recommendations to LTJG Robert Carroll Rcarroll@comdt.uscg.mil, (202) 267-2275 by March 10, 2002. 

Stand-Up of the Operations Specialist (OS) Rating:  April 1, 2002 is the application package deadline for all non-TC/RD’s desiring to become an OS.  Commands are encouraged to provide career counseling to their SAR controllers to ensure valuable personnel are not lost when the OS rating is stood-up.  A sample application package can be found on the CGPC-EPM-1 web page at www.uscg.mil/hq/cgpc/epm/default.html.  Refer to ALCGPERSCOM 141/01 and ALCOAST 406/01 for additional guidance.  

Self Locating Datum Marking Buoys (SLDMB):  On January 8, 2002 members of the ATC Mobile STAN teams, G-OPR, R&D Center, CGC COHO and MetOceans (the manufacturer) conducted drop tests of the new Self Locating Datum Marker Buoys (SLDMB) in Mobile Bay.  A total of 37 SLDMBs (12 live and 25 dummy) were dropped with and without drag chutes from all four Coast Guard airframes at various altitudes and speeds.  Of the 37 SLDMBs deployed, 3 failed to deploy properly; the manufacturer believes the causes for these failures can be corrected with minor engineering improvements.  The pilots agreed that the best deployment method is with forward airspeed and a drag chute (fixed wing pilots particularly preferred this, but it was best with helos, too).  Test results will be complied in a letter report and operational procedures will follow.  Air Stations can expect to receive SLDMBs in early summer.


AMVER 2001 Statistics:  219 ships from 37 countries were diverted to assist in SAR cases, and 37 ships from 15 countries made rescues.  588 survivors were rescued, 438 in a notable case by the M/V TAMPA in the Pacific, and 150 persons by the other 36 ships around the world.  The average number of ships in the daily AMVER plot: 2,817.  The highest daily number of ships on plot was 3,003.  Check www.amver.com for more statistics and information.


FEA On Duties Of The SMC:  The analysts from TC Yorktown completed their assessment.  Thanks to all of you who participated.  Next steps include creating a web-enabled training module on SAR Planning Concepts (possibly a new prerequisite for the MSP course) and required recurrent on-line training for qualified SAR controllers.

