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Appendix E

Emergency Medical Services Agreement

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGREEMENT

between

The Governor (or County or Local Official) of the State (or County or Municipality) of __________________ and 

The Commander, _______________ Coast Guard District.

1.
Purpose

This Agreement provides a means of mutual coordination between the two signatories for using available facilities to aid persons in need of emergency medical services.

2.
Scope

This Agreement is the basis for mutual cooperation for using communication and transportation facilities in support of emergency medical services under the National Highway Safety Act of 1966 within the State (or County or Municipality) of _______________. 

3.
General

The National Highway Safety Act of 1966 requires states to implement comprehensive safety programs for the protection and preservation of life on public roadways within their respective jurisdictions.  The program must be developed in accordance with uniform standards promulgated by the Secretary of Transportation or by National Voluntary Standards adopted by the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) F30.0 Committee on Emergency Medical Services.

The U.S. Coast Guard provides rescue facilities for the promotion of safety on and over the high seas and waters under the jurisdiction of the United States.  It is understood that the primary mission of these facilities is maritime search and rescue and that response to requests from state and local authorities shall be made on an operations-permitting basis only.  It is further understood that this agreement is "interim" in nature, intended only to fill a void until adequate commercial or civil government helicopter ambulance service becomes available.

4.
Organization

The Governor (or County or Local Official) of the State (or County or Municipality) of _______________ of the County (or municipality) of _______________, through his designated Highway Safety and Emergency Medical Service Representatives, shall coordinate with the Commander, _______________ Coast Guard District, to implement the terms of this Agreement.  Within the framework of this agreement, direct liaison between local Coast Guard commanders, local law enforcement agencies, and other emergency medical services coordinators is authorized.

5.
Agreement

It is agreed that:

a.
Law enforcement agencies or other designated emergency medical services coordinators within the State of _______________ may request assistance from commanding officers of Coast Guard units for emergency medical transportation services within the scope of the Highway Safety Act of 1966.  Such requests shall be limited to serious incidents in which Coast Guard facilities appear to be the most feasible means of providing the required assistance.  Competition with private ambulance services, including air ambulance services, should be avoided.

b.
Commanding officers of Coast Guard units may assist when the response will not interfere with the primary mission of maritime search and rescue.  They may assume the response is required, and will not unduly compete with private services.

c.
The pilot of a Coast Guard aircraft dispatched pursuant to this Agreement shall be the final judge of the feasibility of the mission, and shall discontinue the mission if, in his or her opinion, it cannot be accomplished safely.

d.
Before implementing this Agreement, Coast Guard commanders shall apprise agencies and officials designated to request EMS assistance, of the capabilities and limitations of Coast Guard helicopters and other facilities likely to assist.

	
	
	

	Governor  (County Commissioner or Mayor)

State of ___________________________
	
	Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard

Commander, ____________ Coast Guard District

	                   (County or Municipality)
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