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Section C.1

Situation Report (SITREP)

C.1.1
Overview
A standard SITREP ensures the information needed to properly conduct a search and rescue mission is available and the SAR chain of command is fully aware of the situation.  The standard SITREP:

· Allows the reader to quickly find information by knowing where it is always located in the report,

· Facilitates review by drafters and reviewers to quickly recognize if information is missing, and 

· Lets drafters of SITREP’s learn the format once and no regardless of unit, produce the proper message with the required information.  

C.1.2
Standard Format

The format is provided in the following paragraphs in a short form as a overview and rapid reminder for experienced SITREP drafters and in a longer form with section by section description of content.  At the end a sample is provided to demonstrate how an actual SITREP would appear.

C.1.2.1
Standard SITREP format overview

P

FM

TO

INFO

BT

UNCLAS//N16130//

SUBJ:
EMERGENCY PHASE; SITREP #; NAME/DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT OF INCIDENT; ABBREVIATED NATURE OF DISTRESS; GENERAL GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

PERIOD:  (DTG) TO (DTG)

1.  SITUATION:

A.  CURRENT STATUS OF SAR CASE.

B.  NOTIFICATION:

C.  NARRATIVE:

D.  DESC:

E.  POB INFO:

F.  ADDITIONAL POC:

G.  WX:

2.  ACTION TAKEN:

CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD OF WHAT WAS DONE, SRUs USED, SEARCH METHOD(S), SIGHTINGS OR FINDINGS, AREAS COMPLETED, POS.

3.  FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

4.  AMPLIFYING INFO:

A.  CASE INFORMATION.

B.  RESULTS OF BOARDINGS.

C.  STATUS OF AIDS TO NAVIGATION IN AREA OF INCIDENT.

D.  POLLUTION.

E.  MEDIA INTEREST.

5.  CASE STATUS:

A.  CASE CLOSED.

B.  SORTIE DATA:

C.  CASE NUMBER(S).

BT

C.1.2.2
Explanation by section

P

FM
(1)

TO
(2)

INFO
(3)

BT

UNCLAS//N16130

SUBJ:  (4) EMERGENCY PHASE (5); SITREP (6); NAME/DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT OF INCIDENT (7); ABBREVIATED NATURE OF DISTRESS (8); GENERAL GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION (9)
PERIOD:  (DTG) TO (DTG) 

(1)
SRU, OSC, SMC, SC (Area/Comdt SITREPs)

(2)
OSC, SMC, SC, Area/Comdt

(3)
Other interested/involved units/agencies.  If OSC assigned, SRU send to OSC, DO NOT SEND to SMC.  If not send directly to SMC.

· When incident involves pollution or threat of pollution message should go to MSO/COTP, EPA, and/or state pollution agency as appropriate.

· When incident involves commercial vessel message should go to MIO/MSO as appropriate.

· When incident involves deaths should go to MIO/MSO and/or state/local agency as appropriate.

· When incident involves civilian aircraft mishap message should go to FAA.

· When incident involves or results in obstruction to navigation message should go to COTP and/or Army Corps of Engineers as appropriate.

(4)
UNCERTAINTY, ALERT or DISTRESS (Not in final SITREP.)

(5)
SITREP ONE, TWO, THREE... when incident is being closed use SITREP # AND FINAL.

(6)
Use NAME, REGISTRATION/DOCUMENT NUMBER, SIZE, and/or TYPE of craft (vessel, boat, aircraft, sailboard, etc.).

(7)
Use SINKING, SUNK, AGROUND, TAKING ON WATER, ON FIRE, DISABLED, ADRIFT, COLLISION, ON BREAKWALL, DISORIENTED, LOST, OVERDUE, EXPLOSION, MEDEVAC, MEDICO, MAN OVERBOARD, PIW, EPIRB, ELT, CRASHED, etc., or combination as situation indicates.

(8)
Use location from prominent landmark or point of land, location in body of water, or over prominent undersea feature (examples:  NM SOUTH OF CITY PIER; 10 NM WEST OF SAN DIEGO; SOUTHERN CASCO BAY; EASTERN LAKE SUPERIOR; GRAND BANKS; FLORIDA STRAITS.

(9)
Period of time covered by this report given as start date-time-group to end date-time-group.

1.   SITUATION:

(10)

A.
CURRENT STATUS OF SAR CASE
(11)

B.
NOTIFICATION
(12)

C.
NARRATIVE
(13)

D.
DESC
(14)

E.
POB INFO
(15)

F.
ADDITIONAL POC
(16)

G.
WX
(17)

(10)
Use only the subparagraphs needed and renumber as appropriate.  With the exception of subparagraph A, provide only information that is a change from previous SITREP or is new information.  Subparagraph A is to be used on all SITREPS.  When adding a new addressee it will be necessary to report all situation information.

(11)
A short statement about status of object or subject condition such as: VESSEL STILL MISSING; PIW REMAINS UNLOCATED; SUBJECT LOCATED; F/V SUNK; etc. (Required for every SITREP).

(12)
Provide:

· TIME of notification;

· by WHOM notified (name, phone number/other means of contact, relation to subject);

· HOW notified (radio, phone, cellular phone, in person, relay through other vessel/person, etc.)

(13)
Provide description of incident:

· Amplification of what occurred, chain of events leading to situation;

· Most probable location (last know position/DATUM) of incident;

OR

· Route for overdue;

· Reason suspect overdue (missed appointment, float/flight plan, etc.)

(14)
Describe the craft (vessel, aircraft, surfboard, etc.). Include TYPE, MAKE, MODEL, LENGTH, WIDTH, HEIGHT, ENGINE #/TYPE, MASTS, COLOR, SAILS #/COLOR, REGISTRATION/DOCUMENT NUMBER, DISTINCTIVE FEATURES.  Also include:

· Communications gear (UHF, VHF, Cellular Phone & No., SATCOM, etc.)

· Electronics (LORAN, RADAR, depth finder, SATNAV, GPS, etc.)

· Survival gear (PFDs, survival/exposure suits, liferafts, lifeboats, parachutes, flares, signal/strobe lights, dye markers, mirrors, EPIRB/ELT, etc.)

· Other gear (Anchors, food, water, first aid kit, fuel supply, etc.)

(15)
Provide information about people on board/involved:

· Number of persons on board as "# POB";

· Names, ages, addresses, phone #s, experience level (in general & in subject craft)/health

(16)
List other people that have knowledge about subject or may provide additional information.

(17)
Give on scene weather, winds, seas, swells, air temp, sea temp, clouds, ceiling, precipitation, visibility, tide, ice cover, etc.

2.
ACTION TAKEN
(18)


CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD OF WHAT WAS DONE
(19)


SRUs USED
(20)


SEARCH METHOD (S)
(21)


SIGHTINGS OR FINDINGS
(22)


AREAS COMPLETED
(23)


POS
(24)
(18)
For SITREPS detailing actions taken in response to a search action plan, report search execution details ONLY if they DEVIATE from the search action plan.

(19)
List actions by DTG, include:  Notification by reporting source; SRU movements & actions; DMB insertions/relocations; other significant events.

(20)
To describe SRUs, use type and hull/tail number.  Hull/tail number is sufficient for subsequent entries in same message.

(21)
Visual, electronic (radar, DF, IR, etc.), listening, etc.

(22)
List all sightings/findings, including debris.  If none, and you feel you must say so, use "NO SIGHTINGS"

(23)
If part of search action plan give area designation (e.g. B-4).  If only part of search action plan area searched give description of portion of area searched.  If NOT part of search action plan give description of area searched, track spacing, pattern, search object.

(24)
Give actual POS for completed areas (not PLANNED POD), or for partial areas if search discontinued mid-search.

3.
FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
(25)
(25)
Describe actions planned for future execution.  Include any recommendations and, if needed, a request for additional assistance/resources.

4.
AMPLIFYING INFO
(26)


A. CASE INFORMATION
(27)


B. RESULTS OF BOARDINGS
(28)


C. STATUS OF AIDS TO NAVIGATION IN AREA OF INCIDENT 
(29)


D. POLLUTION
(30)


E. MEDIA INTEREST
(31)
(26)
Use only as needed.

(27)
Any additional information relative to the case not covered in prior paragraphs:  Use of Amver and/or CASP; results of SLDMB/DMB drift; debriefs; etc.

(28)
Information about boardings where boardings may reveal information for further incident prosecution.

(29)
Statement regarding aids to navigation in the vicinity of the incident when the incident include is one of following: grounding, collision, striking of aid.  Statement should remark as to station and watch of aids to navigation.

(30)
In cases of collision, grounding, fire, explosion, crash, sinking, capsizing, or others where pollution may result.  Information about type and amount of possible pollutant onboard, signs of or potential for leakage, any action taken to prevent or stop leakage, any action taken to contain spill (if information not included in prior paragraphs).

(31)
Indicate level of interest, negatives not required.  If not included in FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS, need for assistance with public affairs may be requested here.

5.
CASE STATUS
(32)

A. CASE INFORMATION
(33)

B. SORTIE DATA
(34)

C. CASE NUMBER (S)
(35)
(32)
CASE STATUS provides the status of the case at the time of the SITREP and data associated with the case.

(33)
CASE CLOSED only if incident resolved.  DO NOT USE "CASE PENDS".  ACTIVE SEARCH SUSPENDED PENDING FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS when granted by SAR Coordinator (SMC use only).  If none of these categories USE NOTHING!!

(34)
List by unit for period of report.  Data for sorties in progress during report are to be reported in SITREP covering period when sortie complete.

(35)
List multi-unit and unit case numbers.

C.1.2.3
Example message:

E X A M P L E   S I T R E P

P
121830Z DEC 00

FM
STA SAULT STE MARIE MI

TO
COMCOGARDGRU SAULT STE MARIE MI

INFO
COGARD MSO SAULT STE MARIE MI 

USCGC BISCAYNE BAY

BT

UNCLAS //N16230//

SUBJ
DISTRESS SITREP ONE 30FT P/C ORION COLLISION WITH DRUMMOND ISLAND FERRY DETOUR PASS

PERIOD  121600Z - 121830Z DEC 00

1. SITUATION

A. P/C ORION SUNK, 1 PIW RECOVERED, 3 PIW REMAIN MISSING.

B. NOTIFICATION.  AT 121600Z DEC 00 CAPT I.B. JINCSD, PILOT OF DRUMMOND ISLANDER VIA CH 16/22 VHF-FM.

C. NARRATIVE:  CAPT JINCSD REPORTED WHILE ON OUTBOUND RUN TO ISLAND, P/C ORION CROSSED HIS BOW.  AT 121535Z BOW OF FERRY CLIPPED PORT QUARTER OF P/C WHICH IMMEDIATELY BEGAN TO SINK. FERRY RETURNED TO SCENE AND PICKED UP 01 PERSON, O/O MR. SCHAEFER, WHO REPORTED 03 OTHER POBS.  POB WERE WEARING PFDS.  COLLISION OCCURRED 095 DEG T, 0.5 NM FROM MAINLAND FERRY DOCK IN DETOUR, MI.  NO DAMAGE TO FERRY.

D. DESC:  P/C ORION, 30 FT, BAYLINER, CABIN, OPEN BRIDGE, WHITE WITH BLUE STRIPE, WHITE SEAT CUSHIONS, SINGLE 300 HP I/O, FIBERGLASS CONSTRUCTION, MICHIGAN REG MC 1111 AD, GPS, VHF-FM 6 BLUE TYPE 3 PFDS, FLARE KIT (TYPE UNK), 20 LB DANFORTH ANCHOR, 150 FT ANCHOR LINE, 50 GALS GASOLINE; FERRY DRUMMOND ISLANDER, 84.5 FT, BEAM 30 FT, DRAFT 8 FT 2 IN, OIL FIRED, CAR FERRY (10 AUTOS), O/O BY EASTERN UPPER PENINSULA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY.

E. POB INFO:  P/C ORION 4 POB; O/O RICH SCHAEFER, 45 YOA MALE, 007 SPY WAY, KINCHELOE MI, PH. 906-555-1991, 30 YRS BOATING, 1 YR WITH THIS VSL; REGINA MCNAMARA, 34 YOA FEMALE, FRIEND OF O/O, POOR SWIMMER; GREG PURVIS, 36 YOA MALE, FISHING BUDDY OF O/O, APT M1, SUNNYDALE FARM, TUCZON ARIZONA, NO PHONE, RECENT RECOVERY FROM HEART ATTACK, GOOD SWIMMER, NO EXPERIENCE ON BOATS; KATHRYN EBNER, 35 YOA FEMALE, CO-WORKER OF O/O, 501 BLUE JEANS AVE, RUDYARD MI, PH. 906-555-0000, 9 YRS BOATING/SAILING EXPERIENCE, EXCELLENT SWIMMER.  FERRY DRUMMOND ISLANDER, CAPT I.B. JINCSD, 58 YOA MALE, BOX 20 RTE 3, DETOUR, MI, 906-555-1991, 38 YRS EXPERIENCE, 15 ON DRUMMOND ISLANDER.

F. ADDITIONAL POC: MR. FULL A. BALONEY, WATERFRONT STREET, DETOUR MI, 906-555-3474; OBSERVED COLLISION WHILE LOADING BOAT FOR FISHING TRIP.

G. WX: FOG, WINDS 350 DEG T/15 KTS, SEAS 180 DEG T/2 FT, VIS 0.5 NM, OVCST, A/T 28 DEG F, W/T 33 DEG F, SHORE ICE OUT 100 YDS.

2. ACTION TAKEN:

A. 121600Z DEC 00 GRU SAULT RCVD REPORT OF COLLISION.

B. 1605Z STA SAULT UTB CG41378 U/W.

C. 1620Z RCVD RPT THAT ONLY 1 POB RECOVERED, 3 PIW.

D. 1715Z CG41378 O/S COMMENCING SS SEARCH, 0.1 NM TRACK SPACING, SEARCH OBJECT PIW.

E. 1720Z A/S TRAVERSE CITY HH-65 O/S.

E. 1723Z CG41378 LOCATED/RECOVERED 2 YELLOW TYPE 3 PFDS.

F. 1820Z CG41378 DIRECTED BY SMC TO DISCONTINUE SS SEARCH TO CONDUCT CS SEARCH DOWN DRIFT LINE.

3. FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

A. COMPLETE CS SEARCH.

B. RECOMMEND SHORELINE SEARCH. 

C. RECOMMEND CGC BISCAYNE BAY CURRENTLY IN TRANSIT BE DIRECTED TO ASSIST IN SEARCH/ASSUME OSC.

4. AMPLIFYING INFO:

A. SEVERAL PASSENGERS ON FERRY REPORTED TWO PERSONS JUMPED INTO WATER OFF BOW OF P/C WITH PFDS. OTHER PERSON NOT SEEN.

B. RECOVERED PIW, MR. SCHAEFER TAKEN ASHORE BY FERRY AND MET BY AMBULANCE.  ENROUTE TO STRAITS AREA HOSPITAL IN ST IGNACE.  REPORTED BY FERRY CREW AS HYPOTHERMIC.  CG REP SHOULD DEBRIEF MR. SCHAEFER.

C. ALL AIDS TO NAVIGATION IN AREA ON STATION AND WATCHING PROPERLY.

D. POLLUTION:  LIGHT SHEEN IN VICINITY OF COLLISION/SINKING.  DISSAPATING QUICKLY IN SEA ACTION.  APPEARS TO BE GASOLINE. 

E. MEDIA INTEREST:  LOCAL REPORTER WAS ONBOARD FERRY AND TOOK PHOTOS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING COLLISION, INCLUDING SHOT OF P/C SINKING.  SEVERAL PHONE CALLS RECEIVED FROM RADIO AND PRINT MEDIA.  REFERRED CALLS TO GROUP PAO AS DIRECTED BY GROUP COMMAND CENTER.

5. CASE STATUS:

A.  SORTIE DATA:  STA SAULT 1 SORTIE/2.5 HRS

B.  SARMIS CASE NUMBER 123456

BT

E X A M P L E   S I T R E P

Section C.2

Search Action Plan (SAP)

C.2.1
Overview

A standard SAP allows the reader to quickly find critical information by knowing that it will always be in a certain place and to identify vital information that is missing.  Equally as important, the DRAFTER of the SAP only needs to learn the format once, since it is now standardized throughout the Coast Guard.  Benefits of this standardized format include: 

· time saved in preparing the message

· fewer calls looking for missing information 

· time saved finding information critical to executing the mission

C.2.2
Standard Format

The format is provided in the following paragraphs in a short form as a overview and rapid reminder for experienced SAP drafters and in a longer form with section by section description of content.  At the end a sample is provided to demonstrate how an actual SAP would appear.

C.2.2.1
Standard SAP format overview

O

FM

TO

INFO

ACCT

BT

UNCLAS//N16130//

SUBJ:  (PHASE) – NAME/DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT OF INCIDENT – NATURE/LOCATION – DATE/TIME SAP INTENDED FOR (AM/PM)

1. SITUATION

A. CURRENT STATUS OF SAR CASE.

B. DESC:

C. POB:

D. SEARCH OBJECT:

PRIMARY:

SECONDARY:

E. FORECAST WX:

F. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

2. ACTION:

A. FOR (APPROPRIATE UNIT)

B. FOR (APPROPRIATE UNIT)

3. SEARCH AREA 

AREA
SIZE
NW CNR
NE CNR
SE CNR
SW CNR

4. EXECUTION:

AREA
UNIT
PARENT
PATT
CRP
ALT 
MAJOR AXIS
CSP
TS


5. COORDINATION:

A. SMC IS


B. OSC IS


C.


D.


E.


F.


6. COMMUNICATIONS:

A.


B.


7. REPORTS:

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

BT

NNNN

C.2.2.2
Explanation by section

O

FM












(1)

TO












(2)

INFO












(3)

ACCT

BT

UNCLAS//N16130//

SUBJ:  (PHASE) (4) – NAME/DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT OF INCIDENT (5) – NATURE/LOCATION (6) – DATE/TIME SAP INTENDED FOR  (7)

(1)
SMC

(2)
OSC, SRUs

(3)
Other interested/involved units/agencies.

· When incident includes the pollution or threat of pollution message should go to MSO/COTP, EPA, and/or state pollution agency as appropriate.

· When incident involves commercial vessel message should go to MIO/MSO as appropriate.

· When incident involves deaths should go to MIO/MSO and/or state/local agency as appropriate.

· When incident involves civilian aircraft mishap messages should go to the FAA.

· When incident involves or results in obstruction to navigation message should go to COTP and/or Army Corps of Engineers as appropriate.

· When incident involves COSPAS/SARSAT message should go to USMCC Suitland, MD

· When incident involves an Amver vessel as distressed craft or when acting as SRU message should go to Amver Maritime Relations Officer in New York, NY.

(4)
UNCERTAINTY, ALERT or DISTRESS

(5)
Use NAME, REGISTRATION/DOCUMENT NUMBER, SIZE, and/or TYPE of craft (vessel, boat, aircraft, sailboard, etc.).

(6)
Use SINKING, SUNK, AGROUND, TAKING ON WATER, ON FIRE, DISABLED, ADRIFT, COLLISION, LOST, OVERDUE, EXPLOSION, MAN OVERBOARD, PIW, EPIRB, ELT, CRASHED, ETC., or combination as situation indicates.

(7)
Use date and time or DTG, which corresponds to the DATE/TIME SAP intended for, commence search time.

1.
SITUATION










(8)

A.
CURRENT STATUS OF SAR CASE.







(9)

B.
DESC:











(10)

C.
POB:











(11)

D.
SEARCH OBJECT:

PRIMARY:

SECONDARY:



(12)

E.
FORECAST WX:









(13)

F.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:








(14)

(8)
Use only the subparagraphs needed and renumber as appropriate.  With the exception of subparagraph A, provide only information that is a change from previous SAP’s and is new information.  Subparagraph A is to be used on all SAPs.  When adding a new address it will be necessary to report all situation information.

(9)
A short statement about status of object or subject condition such as: VESSEL STILL MISSING; PIW REMAINS UNLOCATED; F/V SUNK; etc.  (Required for every SAP).

(10)
Describe the craft (vessel, aircraft, surfboard, etc.).  Include TYPE, MAKE, MODEL, LENGTH, WIDTH, HEIGHT, ENGINE #/TYPE, MASTS, COLOR, SAIL #/COLOR, REGISTRATION/DOCUMENTATION NUMBER, DISTINCTIVE FEATURES.  Also include:

· Communications gear (UHF, VHF, Cellular Phone & No., SATCOM, etc.);

· Survival gear (PFDs, survival/exposure suits, life rafts, lifeboats, parachutes, flares, signal/strobe lights, dye markers, mirrors, EPIRB/ELT, etc.);

· Other gear (Anchors, food, water, first aid kit, fuel supply, etc.).

(11)
Provide information about people on board/involved:

· Number of persons on board “# POB”;

· Names, ages, addresses, phone #s, experience level (in general & in subject craft)/health.

(12)
The SMC’s determination of what the SRUs should primarily and secondarily look for while on scene.

(13)
Give on scene weather, winds, seas, swells, air temperature, sea temperature, clouds, ceiling, precipitation, visibility, tide, ice cover, etc.

(14)
Any additional information not yet described.

2.
ACTION:










(15)

A.
FOR (APPROPRIATE UNIT)








(16)

B.
FOR (APPROPRIATE UNIT)








(17)

(15)
Use only as needed.

(16)
Describe individual SRU on scene times and other pertinent information or guiding instructions.

(17)
Same as #16.

3.
SEARCH AREA 










(18)

AREA
SIZE
NW CNR
NE CNR
SE CNR
SW CNR



(19)

(18)
Use only as needed.

(19)
From the AMS summary sheet or CASP/SAR TOOLS evaluate search patterns summary sheet, list all parameters with regards to length and width of search area and detail all corner points.

4.
EXECUTION:










(20)

AREA
UNIT
PARENT
PATT
CRP
ALT 
MAJOR AXIS
CSP
TS


(21)

(20)
Use only as needed.

(21)
Detail all information as per example;

AREA
UNIT
PARENT
PATT
CRP
ALT
MAJOR AXIS
CSP
TS

A-1
HC-130
A.EC
PS
167
1000
07736-18N/075-40W
2

A-2
HH-60
A.EC
PS
167
500
07736-26N/075-07W
1.5

A-3
P3
NAVY
PS
167
1000
07736-24N/075-47W
2

5.COORDINATION:
(22)

A.
(23)

B.
(24)

C.
(25)

D.
(26)

E.
(27)

F.
(28)

(22)
Use only as needed.

(23)
Identify unit designated as SMC.

(24)
Identify unit designated as OSC.

(25)
Include the following statement verbatim or some variation;  “OSC ADJUST TRACK SPACING (TS) AND ACFT UTILIZATION TO ATTEMPT COMPLETION OF ALL AREAS.  OSC REVISE TS FOR TRAFFIC SEPARATION IF REQUIRED”.

(26)
Identify the time units are to be on scene, whether it be first light or some other specified time.  Also include the statement; “ALL UNITS CONTACT OSC WHEN O/S AND PRIOR TO DEPARTING SCENE”.

(27)
State; “ALL ACFT PARENT COMMANDS OBTAIN CLEARANCES INTO WARNING AREAS.  NOTIFY SMC OF ANY DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING CLEARANCES”.

(28)
Identify any special instructions such as which units are to insert DMB in specific positions and how drift data should be passed to SMC prior to departing scene.

6.
COMMUNICATIONS:
(29)

A.
(30)

B.
ON SCENE FREQS:
HF
UHF
VHF(ACFT)
VHF(MARINE)
(31)

(29)
Use only as needed.

(30)
Identify specific air to ground controlling frequencies to be use as per regionally established communications plans.

(31)
Identify specific on scene frequencies if units participating in search not from CG regional organization, e.g. DOD, other federal agencies, state/local agencies, other nationalities.

7.REPORTS:
(32)

A.
(33)

B.
(34)

C.
(35)

D.
(36)

E.
(37)

F.
(38)

(32)
Use only as needed.

(33)
Include the following statement; “OSC SUBMIT SITREP UPON ARRIVAL WITH WX.  NOTIFY SMC TWO HOURS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FM SEARCH AREA AND OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS”.

(34)
Include the following statement verbatim or some variation; “PARENT UNITS NOTIFY SMC WHEN AIRCRAFT LAUNCHES AND IF LAUNCH IS TO BE DELAYED BY MORE THEN 30 MINUTES”.

(35)
Include the following statement verbatim or some variation; “SRU’S REPORT NUMBER OF SORTIES, HRS SEARCHED, HRS FLOWN, TRACK SPACE, ALTITUDE, PCT OF SEARCH AREA COMPLETED OR NUMBER OF TRACK LEGS COMPLETED, AND ACTUAL O/S WEATHER ENCOUNTERED AT CONCLUSION OF THE DAY’S SEARCH BY LANDLINE OR MOST RAPID MEANS”.

(36)
Include the following statement verbatim or some variation; “AIRCRAFT COMMANDERS VERBALLY DEBRIEF SMC WITHIN ONE HOUR OF COMPLETION OF DAYS SEARCH”.

(37)
Include the following statement verbatim or some variation; “OSC SUBMIT ONE SITREP DAILY AT THE CONCLUSION OF AIR SEARCHES.  NOTIFY SMC OF ANY SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IMMEDIATELY VIA SATCOM NET”.

(38)
Include the following statement; “MAKE NOROPS REPORTS.  REPORT ALL SIGHTINGS TO OSC/SMC AS APPROPRIATE”.

C.2.2.3
Example message:

E X A M P L E   S A P

O

FM CCGDFIVE PORTSMOUTH VA//CC//

TO COGARD AIRSTATION ELIZABETH CITY NC

COMPATWING FIVE BRUNSWICK ME

COGARD STA PORTSMOUTH VA

COGARD STA LITTLE CREEK VA

INFO COMCOGARDGRU HAMPTON ROADS VA

COMNAVAIRLANT NORFOLK VA

COMNAVSECFLT NORFOLK VA

ACCT

BT

UNCLAS//N16130//

SUBJ:  DISTRESS – F/V MAE DORIS OVERDUE – 60NM SE OF CAPE HENRY VA – XX OCT XX – 0800(ZONE DESCRIPTION OBSERVED) ALPHA SEARCH

1.
SITUATION

A.
CURRENT STATUS OF SAR CASE: COMMSTA CHESAPEAKE RCVD CALL FM F/V STATING THEIR ENGINES WERE INOPERABLE AND WERE TAKING ON WATER FROM UNKNOWN SOURCE.  MASTER STATED CREW MAKING PREPARATIONS TO ABANDON SHIP AS THEY CANNOT CONTROL FLOODING.

B.
DESC: F/V MAE DORIS, 75FT WESTERN RIG TRAWLER, BLACK STEEL HULL, WHITE S/S, DOC#75902, H.P. NEW BEDFORD, MA, 4 MAN LIFERAFT, 406 EPRIB.

C.
POB: (04)  
O/O: JOHN DALY: 
431 CRAWFORD ST, PORTSMOUTH VA
HM PHONE# (757)398-1234


CR: BILL MEESE:
SAME ADDRESS AND PHONE.


CR: WES PULVER: 
SAME ADDRESS AND PHONE.


CR: SCOTT DECKER:
SAME ADDRESS AND PHONE.

D.
SEARCH OBJECT:
PRIMARY: RAFT
SECONDARY: PIW

E.
FORECAST WX: VIS 5NM, CLOUD COVER 9/10, WIND 225T/35KTS, SEAS 225T/5-8FT, AIR TEMP 55F, WATER TEMP 56F, CEILING 1500FT, SUNRISE 1100Z, SUNSET 2200Z.

F.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: MASTER AND CREW ALL ETREMELY EXPERIENCED FISHERMAN AND EXPERIENCE O/B MAE DORIS.

2.
ACTION:

A.
FOR A.EC HC-130 AS DISCUSSED WITH D5CC WATCH: CONDUCT SEARCH OF AREA A-1. 

B.
FOR A.EC HH-60 AS DISCUSSED WITH D5CC WATCH: CONDUCT SEARCH OF AREA A-2.

C.
FOR P3: CONDUCT SEARCH OF AREA A-3 AS PER THIS PLAN.

3.
SEARCH AREA 

AREA
SIZE


A-1
92X26
NW CORNER 36-18.N/075-39.9W
NE CORNER 36-14.2N/073-43.0W 


SE CORNER 35-53.5N/075-34.2W
SW CORNER 36-18.8N/075-41.4W

A-2
60X5
NW CORNER 36-44.1N/073-56.2W
NE CORNER 36-39.2N/073-54.8W 


SE CORNER 36-25.7N/075-07.6W
SW CORNER 36-30.6N/075-09.0W

A-3
92X26
NW CORNER 37-09.1N/074-03.6W
NE CORNER 36-43.8N/073-56.3W 


SE CORNER 36-23.1N/075-48.2W
SW CORNER 36-48.4N/075-55.5W

4.
EXECUTION:

AREA
UNIT
PARENT
PATT
CRP
ALT 
MAJOR AXIS
CSP
TS

A-1
HC-130
A.EC
PS
167
1000
077
36-18.1N/075-39.9W
2

A-2
HH-60
A.EC
PS
167
500
077
36-26.6N/075-06.9W
1.5

A-3
P3
AW FIVE
PS
167
1000
077
36-24.3N/075-47.3W
2

5.
COORDINATION:

A.
CCGD5 IS SAR MISSION COORDINATOR (SMC).

B.
RESCUE 1500 IS ON SCENE COORDINATOR (OSC).

C.
OSC ADJUST TRACK SPACING (TS) AND ACFT UTILIZATION TO ATTEMPT COMPLETION OF ALL AREAS.  OSC REVISE TS FOR TRAFIC SEPARATION IF REQUIRED.

D.
ALL SEARCH UNITS O/S BY XX1100Z.  ALL UNITS CONTACT OSC WHEN O/S AND PRIOR TO DEPARTING SCENE.

E.
ALL ACFT PARENT COMMANDS OBTAIN CLERANCES INTO WARNING AREAS.  NOTIFY SMC OF ANY DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING CLEREANCES.

F.
RESCUE 1500 INSERT DMB IN POSITION 36-30.4N/074-53.7W AND PASS DRIFT DATA TO SMC PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FROM SCENE.

6.
COMMUNICATIONS:

A.
AIR/GROUND COMMS VIA COGARD CAMMSLANT PORTSMOUTH (PRIMARY 5696KHZ, SECONDARY 8983KHZ).

B.
ON SCENE FREQS:
HF
UHF
VHF(ACFT)
VHF(MARINE)


PRIMARY
5680KHZ
282.8MHZ
123.1MHZ
157.075-CH81


SECONDARY
2181KHZ
243.0MHZ
121.5MHZ
156.8MHZ-CH16


TERTIARY
NOT IDENTIFIED

7.
REPORTS:

A.
OSC SUBMIT SITREP UPON ARRIVAL WITH WX.  NOTIFY SMC TWO HOURS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FM SEARCH AREA AND OF SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS.

B.
PARENT UNITS NOTIFY SMC WHEN AIRCRAFT LAUNCHES AND IF LAUNCH IS TO BE DELAYED BY MORE THEN 30 MINUTES”.

C.
SRUS REPORT NUMBER OF SORTIES, HRS SEARCHED, HRS FLOWN, TRACK SPACE, ALTITUDE, PCT OF SEARCH AREA COMPLETED OR NUMBER OF TRACK LEGS COMPLETED, AND ACTUAL O/S WEATHER ENCOUNTERED AT CONCLUSION OF THE DAYS SEARCH BY LANDLINE OR MOST RAPID MEANS.

D.
AIRCRAFT COMMANDERS VERBALLY DEBRIEF SMC WITHIN ONE HOUR OF COMPLETION OF DAYS SEARCH.

E.
OSC SUBMIT ON SITREP DAILY AT THE CONCLUSION OF AIR SEARCHES.  NOTIFY SMC OF ANY SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IMMEDIATELY VIA SATCOM NET.

F.
MAKE NOROPS REPORTS.  REPORT ALL SIGHTINGS TO OSC/SMC AS APPROPRIATE.

BT

NNNN
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Section C.3

Sample DSC False Alert Message Format

O

FM
RCC NORFOLK//ACC//
TO
EASYLINK


NTF PRI


WUW 804 (TELEX NUMBER)

ZEN/M/V (SHIP’S NAME)/(CALL SIGN)/(TELEX #)

BT

UNCLAS//N16130//

((IMMEDIATE FM RCC NORFOLK))

SUBJ:  FALSE DSC DISTRESS ALERT

AT MMHH UTC DD MON (DISTRESSED VESSEL’S DISTRESS TIME), A DISTRESS MESSAGE WAS SENT BY YOUR DSC EQUIPMENT AND RECEIVED AT RCC NORFOLK.  NORFOLK HAS LEARNED THAT YOUR VESSEL WAS NOT IN DISTRESS.  THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS INCLUDED IN THE DSC DISTRESS ALERT:

DISTRESSED VESSELS’S MMSI: XXXXXXXXX
TIME OF DISTRESS:  HHMM UTC
DISTRESSED VESSEL’S POSITION:  XX-XXX, XX-XXX
NATURE OF DISTRESS:  XXXXXX (IF LISTED)
IN AN EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE DSC ALERTING SYSTEM WORLDWIDE, RCC NORFOLK REQUESTS YOU PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION VIA TELEX:

A. ACTUAL POSITION OF YOUR VESSEL WHEN ALERT WAS SENT:

B. MAKE AND MODEL OF YOUR DSC EQUIPMENT:

C. REASON FOR DSC DISTRESS ALERT BEING SENT WHEN VESSEL WAS NOT IN DISTRESS (CHOOSE ONE FROM THE FOLLOWING LIST):

1. ACCIDENTAL/TEST – WHILE ATTEMPTING TO SEND TEST MESSAGE, ACCIDENTALLY SENT DSC DISTRESS MESSAGE.

2. ACCIDENTAL/NON-DISTRESS COMMUNICATIONS – WHILE USING EQUIPMENT FOR NON-DISTRESS COMMUNICATIONS, ACCIDENTALLY SENT DSC DISTRESS MESSAGE.

3. ACCIDENTAL/OPERATOR ERROR – WHILE ATTEMPTING TO CLEAR OLD MESSAGE QUEUE OR PERFORM OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION ON SYSTEM, ACCIDENTALLY SENT DSC DISTRESS MESSAGE.

4. EQUIPMENT MALFUNCTION – DSC DISTRESS ALERT SENT IN ERROR DUE TO KNOWN EQUIPMENT MALFUNCTION.

5. UNKNOWN REASON/KNOWN SENT – REASON FOR DSC DISTRESS ALERT SENT IS UNKNOWN, BUT OPERATOR AWARE MESSAGE WAS SENT.

6. UNKNOWN REASON/UNKNOWN SENT – REASON FOR DSC DISTRESS ALERT SENT IS UNKNOWN, AND OPERATOR UNAWARE MESSAGE WAS SENT.

7. OTHER – PLEASE PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION THAT CAN HELP DETERMINE THE CAUSE FOR THIS ALARM.

YOUR WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION WILL HELP THE INTERNATIONAL SAR COMMUNITY AS WE STRIVE TO SORT ACTUAL DISTRESS CALLS FROM FALSE ALERTS AND IMPROVE DISTRESS ALERTING.

REGARDS:  WESTERN ATLANTIC SAR COORDINATOR (RCC NORFOLK)
TELEX:  127775, PHONE (757) 398-6231.

BT
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Section C.4

SafetyNET

C.4.1
Example message text to vessel reporting a distress

1.  RCC NORFOLK HAS RECEIVED A DISTRESS ALERT REPORT FROM YOUR VESSEL WITH NO AMPLIFYING INFORMATION.  REQUEST TO KNOW THE NATURE OF YOUR DISTRESS, IF ANY.  IF YOUR VESSEL IS IN DISTRESS, REQUEST THE ADDITIONAL FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

    A. DESCRIPTION OF VESSEL

    B. EXACT NATURE OF DISTRESS

    C. CURRENT POSITION, COURSE, AND SPEED

D. ON SCENE WEATHER:  SEA DIRECTION AND HEIGHT, WIND DIRECTION AND SPEED, VISIBILITY AND BAROMETRIC PRESSURE, RISING OR FALLING.

    E. NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD

    F. LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT ON BOARD

    G. VESSELS INTENTIONS AND TYPE OF ASSISTANCE REQUIRED

    H. COMMUNICATIONS AND FREQUENCIES REQUIRED

2. REGARDS:  WESTERN ATLANTIC SAR COORDINATOR (RCC NORFOLK) TELEX:127775, PHONE:(757) 398-6231, FAX:(757) 398-6392, INM-C (AOR-W): 430370680.

C.4.2
Example marine broadcast text

1. DISTRESS ALERT WAS TRANSMITTED IN POSITION XX-XXN, XXX-XXX. MARINERS TRANSITING THROUGH THIS AREA ARE REQUESTED TO KEEP A SHARP LOOKOUT AND MAKE FURTHER REPORTS TO RCC NORFOLK.  RCC NORFOLK: PHONE 757-398-6231, FAX: 757-398-6392, INM-C 581 OR 584 430370670. TELEX 127775.//

C.4.3
Example cancellation text

1. THE M/V SUNFISH DISABLED AT POSITION XX-XXN, XXX-XX HAS BEEN ASSISTED AND NO LONGER REQUIRES ASSISTANCE. CANCEL RCC NORFOLK 
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