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RADM ROCHON’S SPEECH

13 August 2003

2002 FLETC HONOR GRADUATE CEREMONY
Introduction

Thank you, Director Connie Patrick for your kind introduction, and I greatly appreciate the warm hospitality, and the cook’s tour of your phenomenal learning facility by your public affairs person, Peggy Dixon.   I am most impressed with your operation and it’s obvious that FLETC has the right person at the helm as their director.  Greetings to our honoree Special Agent Clapp and his family, Mayor Brown, County Commissioner Clark, Mr. Jim Gunnels representing his father Tex gunnels, fellow sister agencies other distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen!  (Tell joke about 54 year old son who did not want to get out of bed to go to school).

I am very thrilled and humbled to be part of this ceremony to honor Special Agent Andrew B. Clapp as the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center’s Honor Graduate for 2002.  Considering that more than 32,000 students attended the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center in 2002, it is truly an honor not only for Special Agent Clapp and his family, but also for the U.S. Coast Guard and the Coast Guard Investigative Service to have one of its own selected to receive this prestigious award.  As the Acting Director of Coast Guard Intelligence, I am particularly proud of his accomplishments, and I understand he is the first Coast Guardsman to achieve this distinction.


CG Investigations Program

Please allow me to take a moment to share with you a little about the Coast Guard Investigative Service or CGIS, and why it’s so special.  CGIS prides itself as being one of the few agencies within federal law enforcement to have a diversity of missions.  From investigations of crimes against persons such as rape, assault, and homicide, to white-collar crimes such as fraud, larceny and forgery, to crimes on the high seas such as smuggling of illegal immigrants and narcotics, and violations of the environmental laws, Coast Guard special agents do it all.    They provide protective services to the Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard and routinely assist the U.S. Secret Service in protecting the President of the United States and other foreign and domestic dignitaries.  In addition, special agents are assigned to crucial positions within the FBI’s National Joint Terrorism Task Force, the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force, the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Task Force, and even the International Police or INTERPOL.  In these positions, they provide unique expertise in maritime law enforcement and criminal investigative matters; facilitate the sharing of law enforcement information and intelligence, and coordinate investigative activities among the various law enforcement entities.  Responding to the terrorist attacks of September 11th, 2001, Coast Guard special agents trained as Federal Air Marshals.  When airline service resumed, highly skilled and motivated Coast Guard special agents supported the FAA and deployed for six months as Federal Air Marshals, ensuring the security of passengers, crew and aircraft on flights throughout the continental United States, until TSA trained their own.  With a force of less than 300 active duty and reserve military, and civilian special agents located throughout the continental U.S., Hawaii, Alaska, Puerto Rico, and Guam, the can-do attitude and esprit de corps of the Coast Guard Investigative Service truly exemplifies the highest traditions of the United States Coast Guard and embodies the spirit of the Coast Guard motto Semper Paratus – Always Ready.

CG-FLETC Relationship

The successes of the Coast Guard Investigative Service are due in large measure to its vigorous training program that leverages the talents of its men and women to meet the myriad of missions and responsibilities assigned to it.  The cornerstone of our training program is the services and support provided by the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center.  FLETC has long been recognized as an integral part of the Coast Guard’s special agent training program, providing invaluable and expert instruction and mentoring in a wide array of disciplines.  From Basic Criminal Investigator Training to specialized courses in officer safety and survival, protective service operations, fraud, computer-related crimes, counter-smuggling operations, advanced interview, interrogation and surveillance operations, and illegal narcotics investigations, FLETC provides the education and skills necessary for a professional law enforcement entity to succeed and meet the needs of its public and fellow law enforcement partners.  

In 2002, CGIS conducted over 950 highly sensitive and complex criminal investigations and preliminary inquiries into alleged and suspected criminal activities of every nature.  Counter-narcotics smuggling operations conducted by Coast Guard special agents in 2002 seized 1,564 kilograms of Cocaine and 69 kilograms of Marijuana.  Over 90% of the investigations conducted by Coast Guard special agents were successfully resolved and prosecuted to the satisfaction of the public trust.  This is a direct reflection on the high quality and standards of the training provided by the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center.

The Future Under DHS

The U.S. Coast Guard is now sailing in new and exciting waters within the new Department of Homeland Security.  Emerging missions in counter-terrorism, maritime homeland security, counter-intelligence, and force protection demand innovations to traditional Coast Guard law enforcement operations and training methods, which will only serve to strengthen the special relationship between the U.S. Coast Guard and the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center.  Coast Guard special agents are now being placed in Coast Guard Field Intelligence Support Teams at major ports throughout the U.S., as well as in Alaska and Hawaii for the purpose of collecting raw intelligence, providing investigative assistance to Coast Guard operational commanders, and liaise with other law enforcement entities supporting our port security and counter-terrorism objectives.  The Coast Guard has also initiated the permanent placement of Coast Guard special agents at numerous FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force offices in direct support of national homeland security operations.  The Coast Guard recently increased by 32 the number of special agent positions within CGIS, with an additional 30 new positions scheduled in 2004.  The reliance of our entire organization, particularly the Coast Guard Investigative Service on the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center for training and educating an unprecedented number of new Coast Guard special agents, speaks of the special trust and confidence placed by the Coast Guard in the talents and capabilities of the staff and administration of FLETC. 

Conclusion

Recognition of S/A Clapp

In conclusion ladies and gentlemen, the Coast Guard Investigative Service prides itself on selecting the “best and the brightest” to serve as Coast Guard special agents.  Special Agent Clapp is a clear example of our very best in a long line of Law Enforcement Officers with a noble tradition.  With a relatively small force for such a relatively large, multi-mission organization, the Coast Guard Investigative Service understands the need to recruit only those persons who truly exemplify the highest standards of judgment, maturity, professionalism, and desire to “serve and protect”.  Special Agent Clapp’s Coast Guard career embodies those traits.  His Coast Guard career includes service on the U.S. Coast Guard Cutters Saginaw, Cushing, Point Lookout, Point Winslow, and Point Estero, where he actively participated in maritime law enforcement operations in support of America’s security, safety, economy, and its marine environment.  He performed superbly in one of the Coast Guard’s core missions of search and rescue, saving many lives and property at sea.  

Special Agent Clapp also served on Coast Guard Law Enforcement Detachments and Tactical Law Enforcement Teams, conducting specialized operations directed at illegal narcotics and alien migrant interdiction, as well as deployment to the Persian Gulf to enforce United Nation sanctions against Iraq.  His outstanding reputation and performance throughout his Coast Guard career led to his selection in 2001 to serve as a Coast Guard special agent.  Special Agent Clapp’s selection and recognition as the 2002 Federal Law Enforcement Training Center Honor Graduate is a testament to his professionalism, devotion and dedication to duty.  Being honored with this prestigious award has brought great credit not only upon himself and his proud family, but also the entire United States Coast Guard.  On behalf of Admiral Thomas H. Collins, Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard, Director Randall G. Wood of the Coast Guard Investigative Service, represented by his Deputy Director Jack Cornett, and the men and women of the U.S. Coast Guard, I congratulate you Special Agent Clapp, on a job well done!  I am deeply proud of you and I’m fortunate to have you on my team.  I salute you and I applaud you!  I’m also grateful to FLETC for recognizing you.  Thank you Ms. Patrick and thanks to your organization.  And I thank all of you here for participating in this memorable event.

May God continue to bless this great United States of America and all of you!  Thank You!
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