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Dear Vessel Plan Holder:

Attached is a copy of a job aid developed for use by Marine Safety Offices in monitoring plan holder compliance under the revised Oil Spill Removal Organization (OSRO) Guidelines.  The job aid outlines the changes in the revised Guidelines that have the greatest potential to impact plan holders, and focuses in particular on COTP activities that can be used to validate OSRO Average Most Probable Discharge (AMPD) capability.  My June 10th, 2002 letter projected that a final classification matrix will be posted no sooner than 1 October 2002.  Plan holders will have 90 days from the date the revised matrix is posted to submit necessary plan changes to G-MOR, and will be expected to operate in full compliance with the revised Guidelines as soon as January 1, 2003.  The Coast Guard will review plan submissions and issue new response plan approval letters within six months of receiving plan changes.   Existing Captain of the Port zone approval letters will remain valid throughout the Coast Guard’s review period.  

Plan holders are ultimately responsible for ensuring response resource adequacy.  We encourage you to review the enclosed job aid as it represents the criteria the Coast Guard field will use to measure plan holder and OSRO capability under the revised Guidelines.  It also provides an explanation of the additional AMPD information that will be required in plans now that the National Strike Force Coordination Center (NSFCC) will no longer provide this classification.  Please note, Appendix III of the job aid is a template that can be used when incorporating this information into your plan.  The format is provided for your convenience, but you may provide this information in your plan’s Geographic Specific Appendix in any form that suits your operation.  The template and job aid can be found electronically on the Vessel Response Plan Web Site at www.uscg.mil/vrp.  Click on Regulatory Update and Revised OSRO Guidelines – AMPD Information to download the form.  

If you have any questions about this information as it relates to your plan, please call LT Susan Klein at 202-267-1983.  If you have specific questions about the OSRO Guidelines, please call LCDR Scott Bates at (202) 267-0447.












  Sincerely,














	
	D. G. WESTERHOLM

Captain, U. S. Coast Guard

Chief, Office of Response
By direction


	Enclosure:
	Job Aid - Applying the Revised OSRO Guidelines in the Field

	

	Copy:
	All Districts (m)

All MSOs
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