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Dear Vessel Plan Holder:

I am writing to update you on the implementation schedule of the revised 2001 Oil Spill Removal Organization (OSRO) Guidelines, which can be found at the VRP website www.uscg.mil/vrp.  The schedule has been delayed as the Coast Guard continues to work with OSROs to process reclassifications and reach consensus on a few outstanding technical issues.  A final classification matrix is now scheduled for posting no sooner than 1 October 2002.  Plan holders will have 90 days from the date the revised matrix is posted to submit necessary plan changes to G-MOR.  Plan holders will be expected to operate in full compliance with the revised Guidelines as soon as January 1, 2003.  The Coast Guard will review plan submissions and issue new response plan approval letters within six months of receiving plan changes.   Existing Captain of the Port (COTP) zone approval letters will remain valid throughout the Coast Guard’s review period.  This timeline for completion of reclassification will be updated periodically at the VRP website.

Plan holders are ultimately responsible for ensuring response resource adequacy.  We encourage you to stay in touch with your OSROs to ensure continued response coverage in your plan under the revised Guidelines.  In addition to OSRO reclassification, plan holders should be especially familiar with two changes to the OSRO Guidelines that are expected to impact response plans: 1) Alternate Classification Cities and 2) submission of detailed AMPD information.  These issues are outlined in enclosure (1).  

Enclosure (2) is also attached for your reference.  It is a guideline designed for use by Coast Guard COTPs in monitoring AMPD capability and compliance.  It explains what information plan holders will be required to submit to meet the new AMPD criteria, and the COTPs criteria for determining compliance.  Plan holders should note in particular pages 5-7 and Appendix III, which is a template that can be used to provide the required AMPD information.  If you have any questions about this information as it relates to your plan, please call LT Claudia Gelzer at (202) 267-1983.  If you have specific questions about the OSRO Guidelines, please call LCDR Scott Bates at (202) 267-0447.













Sincerely,


D. G. Westerholm

Captain, U. S. Coast Guard

Chief, Office of Response

By direction

Encl:   (1) VRP Requirements under the Revised OSRO Guidelines
           (2) Field Guidelines

Copy:  All District(m)

           All MSO’s
VRP Requirements 
under the Revised OSRO Guidelines


1) Alternative Classification Cities (ACCs) – An ACC is defined as a designated geographic location along the U.S. coastline used in addition to or in lieu of a COTP city for an OSRO classification.  OSRO capability has traditionally been measured from the Captain of the Port (COTP) city.  This presents a challenge in larger zones in which a tank vessel could potentially have a spill at a distance from the COTP city to which an OSRO could not respond within the regulatory timeframes.  In an effort to address these large areas, the Coast Guard conducted an analysis of all COTP zones.  Nine port cities were identified to address potential gaps in coverage.  They are: Marquette, MI (COTP Sault St. Marie); Traverse City, MI (COTP Sault St. Marie); Alpena, MI (COTP Sault St. Marie); Coos Bay, OR (COTP Portland); Eureka, CA (MSO San Francisco); Morro Bay, CA (COTP LA/LB); Panama City, FL (COTP Mobile); Port Canaveral, FL (COTP Jacksonville); and Oswego, NY (COTP Buffalo).  Plan holders who intend to operate in these alternate port cities will be required to ensure adequate OSRO coverage.  For example, a plan holder requesting approval to operate in COTP San Francisco, CA, must ensure response coverage in Eureka as well as San Francisco if they intend to operate throughout the entire zone.  A plan holder that intends to operate only in one of the two cities identified in the COTP San Francisco, CA zone must list an OSRO that can provide coverage for that city only.  The VRP approval letter will reflect “COTP San Francisco, CA – ALL,” for plan holders who intend to operate throughout the zone.  In turn, it will reflect either “COTP San Francisco, CA – San Francisco,” or “COTP San Francisco, CA – Eureka,” if the plan holder wants only one of the two cities.  This will apply only to COTP zones that contain an ACC.
2) AMPD Response Coverage Information - Under the new OSRO Guidelines, the NSFCC will no longer classify OSROs for AMPD coverage.  Classification of AMPD planning at the national level has not provided an opportunity for a realistic and accurate examination of local capability.  A more refined evaluation can be conducted at the field level where Coast Guard personnel have better area and resource familiarity.  Plan holders should expect a focused approach from Coast Guard Marine Safety Office personnel who will verify AMPD compliance through spot checks, transfer monitors and the government-initiated unannounced exercise program.  As always, the responsibility for meeting AMPD requirements falls on the shoulders of the plan holder.  Plan holders will be required to certify that they have arranged for adequate AMPD coverage by providing the following information in the appropriate Geographic Specific Appendices of their plan:

a.  COTP zone covered
b.  Name of vessel(s) covered
c.  AMPD response provider name
d.  If provider is an MTR facility, statement that facility agrees to cover vessel
e.  Whether transfers are conducted at MTR facilities only, during lighting/bunkering operations only or both
f.  Whether response deployment personnel are located at the equipment site or on recall
g.  The physical location (street) address from which each type of AMPD equipment - boom, skimmers, temporary storage - will be dispatched in the event of an oil spill

Plan holders may provide the required information in any format.  The Coast Guard has developed a sample template that may be used by the plan holder.  It will be provided in a future mailing and will also be available for downloading from the VRP website, www.uscg.mil/vrp, under the link to Regulatory Updates, Revised OSRO Guidelines – AMPD Information.  A plan holder should provide this information for each COTP zone in which vessels operate, and for each AMPD provider offering coverage in a zone.  This information will be evaluated by COTP personnel to determine whether a plan holder’s AMPD OSRO can meet the regulatory timeframes.

The response plan regulations state that AMPD response personnel should be notified and mobilized (underway) within a timeframe sufficient to enable them to reach the transfer site within 1 hour for boom and 2 hours for other oil recovery equipment.  The following planning assumptions apply: 

( Travel times of 5 knots over the water and 35 miles per hour over land;
( Notification/mobilization will be completed within 30 minutes for detection of a spill, leaving ½ hour to arrive on scene with boom and 1½  hour with an oil recovery device;
( Boom and associated response personnel must be located within 18 miles for on-shore transfer sites and within 3 miles for on-water sites;
( Skimmers and other recovery equipment must be within 53 miles for on-shore transfer sites and within 8 nm for on-water transfer sites;
( For lightering operations, response personnel and equipment are on site at the transfer location;
( If AMPD equipment is located beyond the above specified distances, the plan holder shall be considered inadequate unless they can demonstrate otherwise.
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