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DELETION FROM DOCUMENTATION 

· A vessel may be deleted from documentation upon the request of the vessel owner or an authorized agent on behalf of the owner.  The request must be in writing and is to include the vessel’s official number.  The original Certificate of Documentation (COD) is to be returned by the owner named on the certificate.  

·  If the vessel is covered by an outstanding mortgage of record, an original release instrument signed by the mortgage holder (mortgagee) is required before the vessel can be removed from documentation.

· If a letter evidencing removal from documentation is required, include that information in the letter request and include fee of $15.  Fee may be in the form of a check or money order payable to U.S. Coast Guard Or credit card authorization (MasterCard and VISA only).

· If the request for deletion is accompanied by a complete, original bill of sale and $8 recording fee, it may be recorded to evidence transfer of ownership. 

· A Certificate of Documentation (COD) is invalid and the vessel subject to deletion from the roll of actively documented vessels when one of the following changes occur:  vessel is placed under foreign flag; vessel is sold or transferred to a person who is not a citizen of the United States; ownership in whole or part; general partners in a partnership, hailing port marking; gross or net tonnage’s or dimensions; name of vessel; legal name of any owner; a tenant by the entirety dies; trade endorsements; vessel is placed under the command of a person who is not a citizen of the United States (note: not applicable to vessels used for recreation only); restrictions imposed by addition or substitution; self-propelled vessel becomes non-self-propelled; vessel no longer measures at least five net tons; vessel ceases to be capable of transportation by water. 

· Vessels of five net tons or more (determined by volume) used in fishing activities on the navigable waters of the U.S. or in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), or used in the coastwise trade must be documented unless the vessel is exempt from documentation.
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