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U.S. WILL FOLLOW IMO ENFORCEMENT RECOMMENDATION FOR STCW 95 

The United States will follow a recommendation from the International Maritime Organization (IMO) that prevents U.S. and foreign ships visiting U.S. ports from being detained for lack of certification of merchant mariner training standards which go into effect on Feb. 1.  The IMO Subcommittee on Standards of Training and Watchkeeping recently recommended Port State Control authorities warn, rather than detain, vessels whose crewmembers are not in compliance with certification and endorsement provisions of the International Convention on Standards for Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW 95), until August 1, 2002.

The U.S. recognizes that a number of nations have had difficulty meeting these provisions or processing requests from mariners for STCW credentials and will observe the IMO’s recommendation.  Because a large number of mariners worldwide must update their credentials, many nations have had difficulty issuing the documents needed to confirm that their seafarers comply with the STCW 95 requirements.

STCW 95 requirements are among a wide range of international safety standards, maritime regulations, and security matters the U. S. Coast Guard is concerned with during merchant vessel boardings.  In the wake of the Sept. 11th terrorist attacks the Coast Guard increased its safety, law enforcement and security boardings and that heightened level of security remains in effect.  

The STCW 95 standards will be in effect as of Feb. 1 and will be vigorously enforced.  The decision to forego detentions as an enforcement measure applies only to the STCW 95 standards regarding crew certification and endorsement requirements.  Vessels may still be detained for other reasons including demonstrated crew incompetence such as failure to perform critical drills.  
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U.S. WILL NOT DETAIN SHIPS LACKING CREW TRAINING CREDENTIALS

Beginning August 1, vessels associated with flag Administrations who are either not signatory to STCW 95 or are not on the IMO “White List” will be subjected to increased scrutiny and possible detention when arriving in U.S. ports.  “White List” nations are those nations whose STCW implementation schemes have been reviewed by an IMO panel of competent persons and found to have given full and complete effect to the Convention.  Vessels associated with non-signatory and “Non-White List” nations will experience increased boardings, validation of crew competency, and a review of how Administrations have carried out their responsibilities under STCW.  

The original international convention aimed at improving crew training entered into force in 1984 and the United States ratified it in 1991. In an effort to address weaknesses in the convention the IMO developed STCW 95.  These amendments established “standards of competency" for seafarers, in seven functional areas and three levels of responsibility.  They also required basic safety training for all seafarers with safety or pollution prevention duties, and established new rest period requirements for watchkeeping personnel.
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For details on the U. S. Coast Guard’s enforcement of STCW 95 please contact Lt. Lindsay Dew, U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, Washington DC, 202 267-0476, e-mail ldew@comdt.uscg.mil.

