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Subj:
POLICY FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE 1995 AMENDMENTS TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON STANDARDS OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS, 1978 (STCW 95) ON BOARD U.S. FLAG VESSELS

1. PURPOSE.  This letter provides policy on the enforcement of the 1995 Amendments to the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978 (STCW 95), during inspections of U.S. flag vessels.  It is intended to be used by Coast Guard Marine Inspectors, and vessel owners and operators in ensuring compliance with the requirements under STCW 78 and the convention’s 1995 amendments.

2. ACTION.  

a. This letter contains guidance in the form of a series of enclosures.  Enclosure (1) contains detailed guidance to be used during an inspection of a U.S. flag vessel.  Guidance regarding the applicability of STCW is contained in section 3 of enclosure (1).  Enclosure (2) is a checklist that can be used as an addendum to the applicable USCG inspection books.  Enclosure (3) contains background on the STCW Convention, a list of terms that are not defined in STCW, and a list of references and websites that further explain STCW issues and should be used during all advanced assessments.

b. Because assessment of a mariner’s skills could be a subjective process, Coast Guard personnel shall use discretion when considering enforcement action.  Marine inspectors will ensure vessel personnel are provided copies of this policy letter and offer additional clarification of Coast Guard policies as needed or requested.  Any deficiency, or CG-835 issued for noncompliance with the STCW Code should offer adequate time to allow for full compliance.  

3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  This policy letter amplifies the guidance contained in MSG R 302351Z JAN 02 ZY, SUBJ: ENFORCEMENT GUIDANCE FOR INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON STANDARDS FOR TRAINING, CERTIFICATION, AND WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERES 1978, AS AMENDED (STCW 95).  
4. DISCUSSION.

a.   The following discussion is designed to highlight some of the major requirements of the STCW Convention as amended in 1995.

(1) STCW Code. The Code is divided into two sections, Part A and Part B.  Both sections are cross-referenced directly to the articles and regulations of the Convention (for example: part A-II/1 and part B-II/1 of the Code correspond with Regulation II/1 of the Annex to the STCW Convention).  Each part of the Code fulfills a different role and is designed to be used in conjunction with the Convention.
Part A - contains the mandatory provisions which give, in detail, the minimum

standards required to be maintained by Parties in order to effectively implement the requirements of the STCW Convention.  This includes the specific standards of competency to be maintained by various members of a ship’s crew (i.e., master, deck officers, engineers, radio personnel, etc.) and the methods of demonstrating and the criteria for assessing compliance with those standards of competency.

Part B - contains recommended guidance to assist Parties to the STCW Convention and those involved in implementing, applying, or enforcing its measures to give the STCW Convention full and complete effect in a uniform manner.  These are not mandatory; instead, they are only intended to demonstrate how certain Convention requirements may be complied with. However, the recommendations represent an approach that has been harmonized through discussions within IMO involving, where appropriate, consultation with the International Labor Organization (ILO), the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and the World Health Organization (WHO). 

(2) Certification and Endorsements.

(a) STCW certificates (1995 Endorsements) may be in any one of three forms as illustrated in section A-I/2 of the Code.  The first variation may contain the endorsement as a separate document to accompany a national certificate.  This is the system adopted by the U.S. 

(b) All information relating to the identity of the mariner, including name, date of birth, photograph and signature, along with the date on which the document was issued, shall be displayed on the same side of the STCW documents; and all information relating to the capacity or capacities in which the holder is entitled to serve, in accordance with the Safe Manning Document (which in most cases will be the Certificate of Inspection), as well as any limitations, should be prominently and easily identified.  

(c)   Previously valid endorsements issued under the 1978 Convention (1978 STCW endorsements) will not be accepted after August 1, 2002.  If there are any questions regarding the validity of a STCW certificate the marine inspector should contact a Regional Exam Center (REC) for assistance.
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