Marine Safety
Newsletter

The article “Oil Leak Detectors Likely” in our February issue is re-
tracted. It contained inaccurate statements and may have misled our
readers. The editors of this publication apologize for any
inconvenience this may have caused. The following is a corrected
version.

Court Rules for Further Rulemaking

on Oil Leak Detectors

The Coast Guard is quickly moving to implement a Federal court’s
decision ordering the agency to issue regulations on Tank Level or
Pressure Monitoring (TLPM) devices under the Oil Pollution Act of
1990 (OPA 90). OPA 90 was passed by Congress in the wake of the
Exxon Valdez catastrophe in August 1990. The Act tasked the Coast
Guard with over 90 separate rulemakings and studies related to oil
and hazardous substance spills. TLPMs are devices designed to
detect the loss of cargo oil on tank vessels.

The decision, handed down on December 22, 2000 by the
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit,
came as a result of a lawsuit filed in December 1999 by Bluewater
Network and Ocean Advocates. In that suit, the plaintiffs argued
that the Coast Guard had failed to comply with Section 4110 of OPA
90 which directed the Agency, within one year of passage of the Act,
to establish by regulation, standards and a use requirement for
TLPMs. The Coast Guard, in response to the suit, argued that it had
made a good faith effort, beginning in 1991, to implement the re-
quirements of Section 4110. The Coast Guard sought public com-
ments on four different occasions, held a public meeting, and com-
missioned a study. In 1997 the Coast Guard issued a temporary rule
establishing an effective standard for TLPM devices for single hull
tank vessels and requesting submission of any TLPM device that
could meet the standard. After two years, no devices were submit-
ted for evaluation and the Coast Guard allowed the rule to expire in
view of the phase-out of single hull tank vessels by 2015.

The court, however, agreed with the plaintiffs and issued
a Writ of Mandamus ordering the agency to immediately
undertake further rulemaking on Section 4110 of OPA 90. The
Coast Guard has made this rulemaking project its number one
priority for this year in the marine safety and environmental
protection arena and will carry out the court’s mandate as rapidly
as possible.
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Ballast Water Under Fire

Legislation that could further regulate the management
of ballast water was reintroduced in early February.
Michigan Sen. Ken Sikkema is calling for the
sterilization of ballast water acquired outside of state
waters before a ship is allowed to enter the state’s
jurisdiction, according to a report in the Maritime
Update. Similarly, a bill that would require vessel
operators to report to a state agency any ballast water
discharges is pending in Virginia legislature.

The National Invasive Species Act of 1996
requires ships to report ballast water management
practices, and allows states to enact their own ballast
water policies.

Cleaner Air in 2002?

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will
propose new standards in April 2002, in an effort to
control air pollutants from diesel engines that propel
oil tankers, cruise ships and cargo vessels in American
waters. The EPA agreed to set the new guidelines as
part of a lawsuit settled in October, which was filed
by a San Francisco environmental agency, Earth Island
Institute. The agreement became final in mid-January.

The EPA’s new mandates will control nitro-
gen oxides and sulfur oxides from petroleum, all of
which could reduce smog, haze and sulfuric acid mists.

A Tip On Taxes

Many boat owners may not know that interest paid
on a secured boat loan is tax deductible if the boat
meets the Internal Revenue Service’s criteria as a
second home, reports BoatU.S. According to the IRS,
a boat will qualify as a second home if it has sleeping
space, a toilet and cooking facilities. If the boat is
held by a lending institution as collateral for the loan,
then a secure loan is in effect.

Interest paid on the loan should be reported
on the federal income tax return Form 1040, Sched-
ule A, Itemized Deductions. Boat owners who  re-
ceive a 1098 form from their bank should enter the
amount of interest paid on line 10. Should the owner
not receive a 1098 form, enter the amount on line 11
and provide the lender’s name, address and tax iden-
tification number. For more specific tax information,
consult your financial or tax advisors.
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ICCL to Set New Standards

The International Council of Cruise Lines has agreed
to set new standards to help conserve the environment
and further protect passengers and crew. The new
standards are voluntary policies put in place by the 16
major cruise lines that make up the ICCL, according
to a Sun-Sentinel newspaper article.

Some examples of the new safety standards
are to require: smoke detectors in all passenger and

crew staterooms and corridors; flotation devices on
board for each infant passenger; a helicopter pick-up
area; and the capability of on-board stabilization for all
passengers who require emergency medical attention.
Among others, environmental policies will include not
discharging gray water and treated sewage in ports;
and collecting spent batteries and returning all to port.
Although most lines already comply with these initia-
tives, they likely will be enforced before 2002.

USCG Further Suspends Salvage
& Marine Firefighting

Numerous requests for clarification after a Feb. 12,
1998 Federal Register posting regarding vessels that
carry groups I through V petroleum oil as primary cargo
revealed widespread misunderstanding and confusion
as to the regulatory language, making the implementa-
tion of this requirement difficult.

Because of the foreseen difficulties, the Coast
Guard suspended a 24-hour requirement pertaining to
the specific cargo until Feb. 12, 2001. However, the
Coast guard has extended the suspension period until
Feb. 12,2004, to allow completion of the rulemaking
that proposes to revise the salvage and marine
firefighting requirements. The original notice can be
viewed at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/
getdoc.cgi?IPaddress=&dbname=1998 register&docid=98-
3564-filed.

MMS Awards Program
The Minerals Management Service will host its third annual
awards program on April 4 in Houston, Texas to recognize
outstanding companies and individuals that share the
organization’s commitment to excellence. This year’s awards
will include the National Safety Award for Excellence, the
Secretary of the Interior’s Mineral Revenues Stewardship
Award, the Corporate Leadership Award, and the Corpo-
rate Citizenship Award. Information about the event, reser-
vation forms for the luncheon, selection criteria for each award,
and much more is available at www.mms.gov/awards.



TSAC Open Meeting

The Towing Safety Advisory Committee and its
working groups will meet to discuss various issues
relating to shallow-draft inland and coastal waterway
navigation and towing safety. All meetings will be open
to the public.

The working groups will meet March 14 from
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. TSAC will meet on March 15
from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. These meetings may close
early if all business is finished. Written material and
requests to make oral presentations should reach the
Coast Guard on or before March 12. Requests to have
a copy of your material distributed to each member of
the committee or working groups should reach the
Coast Guard on or before March 12.

TSAC will meet in Room 2415, U.S. Coast
Guard Headquarters, 2100 Second Street SW,
Washington, DC. The working groups will begin
meeting in the same room and may move to separate
spaces designated at that time.

For further information, contact Mr. Gerald
P. Miante, assistant executive director, TSAC, tel.:
(202) 267-0229, fax: (202) 267-4570, or Email
gmiante@comdt.uscg.mil.

NPFC to Offer

New Training Sessions
The National Pollution Funds Center has formed its 2001
schedule of training sessions, and is offering a wide
variety of four classes in two different U.S. locations.
For more information on the following seminars,
contact Jan Vorhees, NPFC Outreach Coordinator, at
(202) 493-6719, jvorhees@ballston.uscg.mil, or visit
the NPFC Web site at www.uscg.mil/hg/npfc.htm.

CG FOSC's features an Introduction to
FFARM/Incident Documentation, FFARM Financial
Management, CG FFARM Documentation, FFARM
Contracting, CG Use of the Superfund, and Case
Study. NRD Trustees features Introduction to NRD
Division, NRDA Process, NRDA Case Study (Claims
Adjudication Process), and Trustee Wrap-Up. States/
OSROs/RPs features State/OSRO Removal Cost
Claims, Fund Access Tools (BOAs, PRFAs, etc.),
Damage Claims, Limit of Liability Claims, Claims Case
Study, and Certificates of Financial Responsibility. The
fourth class, EPA FOSCs, features Introduction to
FFARM/Incident Documentation, FFARM Financial

o

Management, EPA Cost Documentation, RP
Identification & Other Legal Issues for Abandoned
Wells, and Case Study (Abandoned Well).

The seminars will be offered in Corpus Christi,
Texas and Portland, Oregon.

Seminar on New
Fire Test Procedures

The ASTM Committee F25 will feature a seminar in
May on the recently established mandatory fire test

procedures. ) )
Fire test requirements became mandatory in 1998

for ships that trade internationally; the new fire tests
are contained in the Fire Test Procedures Code
published by the International Maritime Organization.
Prior to these mandates, materials approved by
various foreign authorities were often tested at stan-
dards of varying performance levels. Because of the
non-uniform standards, ships were constructed to
various levels of safety, according to a statement by
the committee. The goal of enforcing new regulations
is to set a standard minimum level of fire safety for all
ships on international voyages. The U.S. Coast Guard
has changed its fire security approval process to align
with the FTP Code. While the regulatory change
occurred more than two years ago, the Coast Guard
recently noted a sharp increase in requests for
approvals sparked by major shipbuilding projects.

The committee’s seminar aims to promote a
better understanding of the components of the approval
process for materials to the FTP Code. The discus-
sions will address: (1) How to obtain material approval;
(2) Approval categories and associated fire tests;
(3 Planning fire testing to maximize approval range;
(4) Speeding up the approval process; (5) Staying
current during the resurgence of U.S. shipbuilding; and
(6) Follow-up programs.

Speakers will include members from the marine
industry, standards organizations, vessel classification
societies, testing laboratories, manufacturers and the
Coast Guard. The seminar will be hosted May 9 from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in
Phoenix, Arizona. For more information contact LCDR
Brian Gilda, U.S. Coast Guard, at (202) 267-0147, by
fax at (202) 267-1069, or by Email at
bgilda@comdt.uscg.mil



Seafarers’ Role Acknowledged in
2001 World Maritime Day Theme

The 85™ session of the International Maritime
Organization Council acknowledged seafarers’
crucial role in its Nov. 13-17, 2000 meeting by
approving the secretary general’s suggestion that the
theme for World Maritime Day 2001 should be “IMO
— Globalization and the Role of the Seafarer.”

The focal point of this year’s World
Maritime Day celebrations in London will be the
unveiling of the Seafarers Memorial, commissioned
from the internationally renowned UK sculptor
Michael Sandle. The Council urged all who could to
contribute generously to the seafarers’ memorial fund,
to enable progress towards its second objective, the
establishment of a chair of maritime safety and
marine pollution at the World Maritime University, to
be made.

Implementation of IMO Ship
Identification Number Scheme

The IMO ship identification number scheme was
introduced in 1987 through adoption of resolution
A.600(15), as a measure to enhance ship safety and
security. It aimed at assigning a permanent number
to each ship for identification purposes. That number
would remain unchanged upon transfer of the ship to
other flag(s) and would be inserted in the ship’s
certificates. Following adoption of new SOLAS
chapter XI by the 1994 SOLAS Conference, the
implementation of the scheme became mandatory for
all ships as of Jan. 1, 1996.

As explained in resolution A.600(15), the
IMO ship identification number is made of the three
letters “IMO” in front of the Lloyd’s Register of
Shipping number that is assigned to almost all ships
upon keel laying. It can be obtained by contacting the

March 5-9
March 19-23

" relevant LR Service or IMO.

In order to facilitate, in the case of existing

. ships, the assignment of the IMO number, and to avoid
- unnecessary delays, flag Administrations as well as
- shipowners/operators are recommended, prior to
. forwarding their request to IMO or the LR Service, to
- verify (through checking the ship’s documentation)
- whether the LR number has already been assigned to
- specific ship(s) of their concern. It should be borne in
- mind that the number, originally issued by the LR

Service in charge of a central database, may have been

. provided to a classification society or the shipyard
- concerned. Following this, the flag Administration
. should enter the IMO number in the ship’s relevant
- certificates.

If the LR number for a particular existing ship

. cannot be identified, and in the case of a new ship,
* requests to obtain the IMO number should be addressed
- to the LR Service or to IMO, as advised below. These
. requests will be responded to as quickly as possible.
- However, the increasing number of requests and the
- related verification work may result in relatively short
. delays that should be taken into account by the flag
- Administration when issuing certificates.

Requests, as mentioned above, should be

" addressed (preferably by fax) to the appropriate LR

Service at the following address: Lloyd’s Register of
Shipping, Maritime Information, 71 Fenchurch St.,

- London EC 3M 3BS, tel.: (+44) (0) 20 7423 2423, fax:
- (+44)(0)20 7423 2190, together with the information
. on the individual ships concerned, as detailed in the
| annex.

Should there be any difficulty in contacting the

. appropriate LR Service, requests (including informa-
* tion on the ship concerned as detailed above) should
- be addressed to IMO (Maritime Safety Division — TCI
. & PM Section — fax: +44 (0) 20 7587 3210). The
" Annex and Requests for IMO Number are supplied
- Online at http://www.imo.org/imo/circs/shipid/

1886r1.pdf.

Sub-committee on Ship Design and Equipment (DE), 44th session
Diplomatic Conference to Consider an International Regime for

Liability and Compensation for Pollution from Ships’ Bunkers

April 23-27

Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC), 46th session
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Conference on the Human Element

Though a focus on the human element is widely
supported by the marine industry, many people are
still searching for solutions on how to successfully
incorporate it in their daily operations. Marine Log’s
sixth annual conference on the human element aims
to address this concern through selected topics that
focus on solutions.

Presented by Marine Log in cooperation with the
U.S. Coast Guard, Maritime Operations: The Human
Element, will take place at the Washington Marriott
Hotel in Washington, D.C. April 24-25. A variety of
leaders from maritime sectors will speak on four major
areas: crew endurance management, technology,
training, and cultural change.

The first day will focus entirely on crew
endurance, a topic gaining considerable momentum in
the maritime community. Representatives from the
Coast Guard and industry will speak about their
specific efforts toward increasing the awareness of
the maritime community on the importance of crew
endurance. Keeping with this year’s theme of
“Focusing on Solutions,” real-life examples of solved
problems and a detailed explanation of the Crew
Endurance Management System will be fully explored.

The second day will focus on three different aspects
of ship safety. The first session will discuss the role of
technology and the human element. As the presenters
will show, in reality the best technology works with the
human element. Shipboard habitability standards and the
impact of technology will lead the focus for this session.

Training, and its relation to the human element,
will lead the second session on Wednesday. Training
is a great way to introduce new mariners to the human
element, and to remind current mariners about the
benefits they’re ignoring. Areas to be discussed during

PRINCIPLES
e Take a Quality Approach

e Honor the Mariner

VISION
To achieve the world’s safest,
most environmentally sound

this portion of the conference will include information
on training the whole ship and drill competence.

The final session will bring together all of the infor-
mation presented during the conference and explain
how to successfully implement cultural change, both
in the greater maritime community and in individual
organizations. This explanation will take a two-fold
approach — regulatory (maintaining ISM compliance)
and non-regulatory (changing the mindset of mariners).

These four issues will be addressed by a variety
of Coast Guard and industry speakers. Through indi-
vidual presentations and panel discussions, represen-
tatives from all facets of the maritime industry will
provide interesting, applicable information on solving
the issues at hand. We encourage you to attend and
lend your voice to the discussion of the problems and
solutions facing the marine industry as we tackle crew
endurance management and ship safety. For up-to-
the-minute conference details, visit the Web site:
www.marinelog.com.

Conference registration fee is $625 payable in
advance (with a discount for U.S. Coast Guard
members), and covers participation in all the confer-
ence sessions, conference workbook, luncheons on
both days, and the cocktail reception.

For questions and/or reservations, contact
Marine Log, Conference Division, by letter at 345
Hudson St., New York, NY 20014, by phone at
(212) 620-7209 or by fax at (212) 633-1165.
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM

Tuesday, April 24

Break Tradition: Fixing the Fatigue Issue
Through Crew Endurance Management: CAPT
Jeffrey Lantz, Chief, Office of Design and Engineer-
ing Standards, U.S. Coast Guard

Staying Alert for Safety: Jennifer Kelly, Senior Vice
President, Government Affairs and Policy Analysis,
American Waterways Operators

520 Bride Allision — Why a Traffic Jam in
Seattle Points to a Need for Crew Endurance
Management: CAPT Michael Moore, Marine Safety
Office Puget Sound, Seattle, WA, U.S. Coast Guard

Taking a System Analysis Approach to Crew
Endurance: Dr. Carlos Comperatore, U.S. Coast
Guard Research & Development Center

An Examination of Crew Endurance Risk
Factors: Dr. Antonio Carvalhais, Human Factors
Program, Office of Safety and Environmental Health,
U.S. Coast Guard

LUNCHEON

Case Study: A Success Story for the Crew Endur-
ance Management System: Dr. Carlos Comperatore,
U.S. Coast Guard Research & Development Center

Tuning UP That Watch Schedule for Peak Perfor-
mance!: LT Scott Calhoun, Human Element and Ship
Design Division, U.S. Coast Guard

Industry Panel on Crew Endurance Management
System: Mark Dougherty, ACBL, CAPT Bruce Fernie,
Keystone
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To achieve the world’s safest,
most environmentally sound
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Summation: CAPT Tom Johnson, Director of
Training, RTM STAR Center

COCKTAIL RECEPTION

Wednesday, April 25

Shipboard Habitability Standards: Denise
McCafferty, Manager, Safety Assessment & Human
Factors, ABS

The Impact of Technology on the Human
Element: William Abernathy, Human Element and
Ship Design Division, U.S. Coast Guard

Train the Whole Ship: CAPT William S. Wright,
Master Designate, Radiance of the Seas, Royal
Caribbean International

Drill Competence: CAPT Nils Knutstad, SeaRiver
Maritime, Inc.

Mariner Retention: An Inland Perspective: Jack
Sims, Vice President, Human Resources, Kirby Marine
Transport Corp.

LUNCHEON

ISM, Staying the Course of Compliance After the
Honeymoon is Over: Patrick Fallwell, Manager ISM,
ABS Americas; William R. Mahoney, Safety Manage-
ment Systems LLC

Human Element and the Maritime, Changing the
Mindset: Gerry Miller, CPE President, GE. Miller &
Associates
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MSN Questionnaire

Due to budget constraints we are re-evaluating the MSN program. Completing this questionnaire will
help the Publications Department determine future allocation of funding. Please mail this completed
survey to Editor, U.S. Coast Guard, National Maritime Center, 4200 Wilson Blvd, Suite 630,
Arlington, VA 22203; fax to (202) 493-1065; or complete Online at http://lwww.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nmc/
pubs/newsltr/questionnaire.htm

Your current job
Industry (please circle):
Maritime  Government (Foreign, Federal, State, Local) Environmental Legal

Other:

Job title:
How do you receive the MSN? (please circle) Mail/Paper form Internet only Mail and Internet
Overall Satisfaction with the MSN (please circle) Very Somewhat Not

What benefits do you receive from reading the MSN?

Do you have any suggestions for improving the MSN?

Would you like the G-M Regulatory Projects placed back in paper form? (please circle) yes no

Would you like the Calendar of Events placed back in paper form? (please circle) yes no
Do you have access to the Internet? (please circle) yes no
Do you have access to the Federal Register? (please circle) yes no

To receive our FREE quarterly sister magazine, Proceedings, please provide information below:

Name:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

To receive a FREE paper or electronic copy of the MSN, please provide information below:

Name:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

Email:

Comments:
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