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Emergency Funds Put
Coast Guard Back to
Work

Congress has given its final approval to H.R. 4425, the
Military Construction Appropriations Act for fiscal year 2001,
which includes supplemental funding in the current fiscal
year for several federal agencies.

President Clinton signed the bill that contained $700
million for the Coast Guard, including $77 million for
operating expenses and $110 million to
replace the Great Lakes icebreaker,

Mackinaw

Because of the high fuel
prices this past winter, Coast
Guard stations throughout
the country were told to cut
back on non-emergency
operations. The day
after the bill was
signed, the Coast
Guard gave the order
to resume normal
operations.

However, the
money does not address long-term
issues such as maintenance costs for cutters and aviation,
personnel costs, and retention costs.

Coast Guard Lt. Cmdr. Brendan McPherson, spokesman
for Coast Guard’s Atlantic Area/5th District said that he
expects the money to only last through September, the end
of the fiscal year.

Currently, the Coast Guard has 35,000 members, 7,000
reservists and 5,700 civilian workers. Since the mid-1970s,
the Coast Guard has been given ever-increasing
responsibilities. In 1976, the coastal area it is required to
patrol increased 3.3 million square miles. It has also picked
up drug and illegal-immigrant interdiction duties and
responsibilities under environmental and fisheries
legislation.
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USCG Compliance
Seminars

The Coast Guard will be hosting two two-day
compliance seminars on August 15-16, 2000 in
Clear Lake, TX and on August 22-23, 2000 in New
Orleans, LA.

The first day of the seminars will provide an
overview of Coast Guard regulations affecting all
types of dock facilities, and an explanation of
Coast Guard procedures. Differences between
requirements for different types of facilities will
be stressed.

The second day focuses on developments and
proposed regulations, and provides an opportunity
to discuss issues with Coast Guard inspection
personnel.

Training materials provided to each attendee
will include copies of all regulations and notices
discussed during the seminar. If your dock facility
is subject to regulation, then the USCG urges you
to attend one of the seminars.

For more information on the seminars, please
contact Bill Byrd at (225)-229-8080, e-mail:
wrbyrd@your-rcp.com, or visit the seminar website
at: www.your-rcp.com/uscgseminar2000.htm.

A seminar brochure can also be downloaded
in .pdf format by going to: www.your-rcp.com/
downloads/misc/uscgseminar2000brochure.pdf

Boater’s Fatigue:
A Serious Problem

U.S. Coast Guard officials say “boater fatigue”
occurs from a combination of sun, wind, noise,
vibration, and boat motion. This combination can
triple the effects of alcohol on boaters.

The hot summer weather, boating and alcohol
can be a lethal mix, so the Coast Guard is urging
boaters to avoid alcohol on the water. The sun,
wind, and physical activity dehydrates the body,
and mildly dehydrated people absorb alcohol more
quickly than non-dehydrated people, officials
said.

The sun causes one to perspire, which
removes the water from the body but leaves the
alcohol. This causes the impairment of an
individual to happen more quickly.

“Combining these environmental factors with
merely one alcoholic beverage - a blood-alcohol
level of 0.035 percent - can impair a boater’s
judgment,” said Capt. Tony Stimatz of the Coast
Guard, “which is one-third of the legal limit that
it takes to impair a driver on the highway.”

More than 50 percent of all recreational boating
fatalities involve alcohol use, officials said.

While on the water, more than one person in
the boat should know how to operate it and
everyone should wear a life jacket because nearly
nine out of ten boating-related drownings involve
a victim who was not wearing a life jacket.

In fact, balance is one of the first things lost
when one consumes alcohol, and when combined
with the rocking of a boat, the chance of falling
overboard increases.

Safe boating starts before your first trip out
on the water. Do not wait until an accident happens
to educate yourself as well as your family on the
rules of safe boating.

Leadership: Where Are
the Chiefs?

Chief petty officers were once considered the
backbones of the Navy and Coast Guard. Are they
still the strongest links in the chain of command?
Syndicated military columnist Tom Philpott will
moderate a panel of Navy and Coast Guard chiefs
as they discuss “Leadership: Where Are the Chiefs?”
as part of the annual U.S. Naval Institute Warfare
Exposition and Symposium in Virginia Beach, Oct.
10-11, 2000.

Philpot will be joined on the panel by retired
Navy Captain Chris Johnson; Master Chief Petty
Officer of the Coast Guard Vince Patton; Navy
Master Chief Sonar Technician, James T. McLain,
command master chief of the Naval Weapons
Station, Charleston, SC; and Chief Electronic
Warfare Technician Robert Lanham assigned to the
USS Hancock (DD 981).

Other panels will include:

e Delivering the Next Strike: Who Will Carry

the Load?

e The Future of the Services: Tranformation

or Not?

e Anthrax Vaccination: Take It or Leave?

Dominating the Littorals: How Will We do
It?

e Atlantic Area Type Commanders’ Panel

The two-day event at the Pavilion Convention
Center will also feature exhibits by more than 100
defense-related businesses. The event is free but
registration is required. Contact Kim Couranz (410)
295-1067, or email: kcouranz@usni.org for more
information.

A complete schedule of events and exhibitors
is available from the Naval Institute’s web site:
www.ushi.org.
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National Preparedness
for Response Exercise
Program

The Coast Guard has announced that the next
workshop for the Preparedness for Response
Exercise Program (PREP) will be held on August
29, 2000, from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the U.S.
Department of Transportation Nassif Building,
Room 2230, 400 Seventh St. SW., Washington, DC
20590. The workshop will address PREP goals for
the next 5 years.

The Coast Guard, Environmental Protection
Agency, the Research and Special Programs
Administration and the Minerals Management
Service, in concert with the states, the oil industry
and concerned citizens, developed the
Preparedness for Response Exercise Program.

Writtten comments must reach the Docket
Management Facility on or before September 15,
2000. To ensure that your comments and related
materials do not enter the docket more than once,
please submit them (labeled with the docket
number, USCG-2000-7514).

Send related material to Docket Management
Facility, U.S. Department of Transportation, room
PL-401, 400 Seventh Street SW., Washington, DC
20590-0001. Fax to Docket Management Facility
at (202) 493-2251, or through the Web site at:
http://dms.dot.gov

For further information Mr. Bob Pond, Marine
Safety and Environmental Protection Directorate,
Office of Response, (G-MOR-2), (202) 267-6603.
PREP guidelines are available for downloading at:
www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/nmc/response/#PREP

New Lifesaving Rules
for Large Passenger
Vessels

The Coast Guard is hosting four workshops on
the implementation of new lifesaving system rules
for large passenger vessels operating in domestic
waters.

The meetings will be informal workshops open
to the public and will be held in cities near high
concentrations of passenger vessels affected by
the new rules. The new rules apply to large
passenger vessels in lakes, bays, and sounds. The
new rules will require these large passengers to
carry lifesaving equipment for all persons on
board, or to develop a safety assessment in lieu
of retrofitting lifesaving equipment.

The workshops will help passenger vessel
operators and Coast Guard inspection offices
create a consistent process for the development
and approval of the safety assessment alternative.

The workshops will be held from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., with registration at 8:30 a.m., on the
following dates, but will close early if all business
is finished.

St. Louis, MO, Aug. 29, 2000; Seattle, WA, Sep.
8, 2000; Staten Island, NY, Sep. 26, 2000; and New
Orleans, LA, Dec. 6, 2000.

For further information contact LCDR Kevin
Kiefer, Lifesaving and Fire Safety Division (G-MSE-
4), U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, Tel.: (202) 267-
1444, Fax: (202) 267-4816, or e-mail:
KKiefer@comdt.uscg.mil

NPRM for Outer
Continental Shelf
Activities is Extended

The Coast Guard is extending the period for public
comment on its notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM) on Outer Continental Shelf Activities.

The deadline for the receipt of comments and
for receipt of comments by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) on the proposed
collection-of-information requirements has been
changed from July 5, 2000 to November 30, 2000.

Comments and related material must reach the
Docket Management Facility and/or the OMB on
or before November 30, 2000.

Mail materials to the Docket Management
Facility, (USCG-1998-3868), U.S. Department of
Transportation, room PL-401, 400 Seventh Street
SW., Washington, DC 20590-0001. Fax: (202)
493-2251 or through the Web site: http://
dms.dot.gov

For further information contact Mr. James M.
Magill, Vessel and Facility Operating Standards
Division (G-MSO-2) Tel.: (202) 267-1082, Fax:
(202) 267-4570

ﬁ What’s New on the
e World Wide Web

www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/gmhome.htm

The Coast Guard has opened a new Office of
Operating and Environmental Standards Web site:
www.uscg.mil/hqg/g-m/mso/. Documents for IMO/
MEPC, in particular MEPC 45, are now available from

" _ this site.
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Report of the 5 Session
of the Bulk Liquids and
Gases Subcommittee

The 5% session of the IMO Subcommittee on Bulk
Liquids and Gases convened at IMO Headquarters
June 26™ through June 30" under the Chairmanship
of Mr. M. Bockenhauer (Germany). Delegations
from 44 member governments, one associate
member, one intergovernmental organization, and
19 non-governmental organizations participated.

Three working groups (Matters related to the
probabilistic methodology for oil outflow analysis;
Review of Annex | of the International Convention
for the prevention of pollution from ships, 1973,
as modified by the Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL 73/
78); and Evaluation of safety and pollution hazards
of chemicals and review of Annex Il of MARPOL
73/78) were established.

Two correspondence groups were also
established to address, intersessionally, matters
related to the probabilistic methodology for oil
outflow analysis and Application of MARPOL
requirements to Floating Production, Storage, and
Offloading platforms (FPSOs) and Floating Storage
Units (FSUs). All U.S. objectives were achieved.
Accomplishments and outcomes of particular
interest include the following:

Matters Related to the Probabilistic
Methodology for Oil Outflow Analysis

A working group continued the development
of a draft revision to MARPOL regulation 1/22,
including its application to tankers of less than
5,000 DWT and to VLCCs. Itwas agreed that further
evaluation of a series of tanker designs was
necessary to validate the proposed mean oil
outflow criteria developed by the working group.
To accomplish this, the Subcommittee agreed to
continue its correspondence group on this subject
with Germany as chair.

Review of Annex | of MARPOL 73/78

A working group developed three options,
including pros and cons for each, for completing
the work to revise Annex |. These were:

Option 1

Continue the development of a revised Annex
| with the understanding this will contain the new
regulations but retain the existing Annex | in a
separate book for reference of older, obsolete
regulations;

Option 2

Continue the development of a revised Annex
| incorporating all the requirements of the existing
Annex | and all the proposed amendments, both
editorial and substantive. This will replace the
existing Annex | in its entirety;

Option 3

Prepare a set of amendments to the existing
Annex | without changing the structure and
numbering of the existing regulations. The
Subcommittee forwarded the three options, along
with the pros and cons of each, to the Marine
Environment Protection Committee for a
determination as to which option should be used
as the framework for further review of MARPOL
Annex .

Evaluation of Safety and Pollution Hazards of
Chemicals and Review of Annex Il of MARPOL
73/78

A working group evaluated three new cargo
classification submissions for their inclusion into
the bulk chemical codes. The working group also
continued work on editorial revisions of Annex Il
to align the format with Annex I. It was agreed
that final development of any alternative Pollution
Categorization systems would not be done until
the GESAMP EHS working group has largely
completed the re-evaluation of those bulk liquid
cargoes in the IBC Code.

Application of MARPOL Requirements to Floating
Production Storage and Offloading Units
(FPSOs) and Floating Storage Units (FSUs)

The Subcommittee, after considerable
discussion of which MARPOL requirements should
apply to FPSOs and FSUs, recognized this was a
very complex issue which required further research
and analysis. In order to properly respond to the
instructions provided by the Marine Environment
Protection Committee, the Subcommittee agreed
to establish a correspondence group to study this
issue in more detail with France as the chair.
New Subcommittee Chairman

The Subcommittee chair, Mr. M. Bockenhauer
(Germany) informed the Subcommittee he would
no longer be available to serve as the chair. The
Subcommittee unanimously elected
Mr. Z. Alam (Singapore) as its new chair and
unanimously reelected LCDR E. Sampatakakis
(Greece) as the vice-chair for 2001.

Next Session
The 6™ Session of the Subcommittee is
tentatively scheduled for February 5-9, 2001.
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Q Prevention
# Through ........ :
People

Implementing
Subchapter W

The Coast Guard is preparing to host four
workshops on the implementation of new
lifesaving system rules for large passenger vessels
operating in domestic waters. These new rules
apply to large passenger vessels in 1) lakes, bays
and sounds and 2) rivers services, and requires
them to carry lifesaving equipment for all persons
on board, or to develop a safety assessment in
lieu of retrofitting lifesaving equipment. In the
spirit of the Prevention Through People principles
to honor the mariner, take a quality approach, and
share commitment, these workshops will help
passenger vessel operators and Coast Guard
inspection offices create a consistent process for
the development and approval of the safety
assessment alternative.

The Final Rule on subchapter W (46 CFR part
199, Lifesaving Systems for Certain Inspected
Vessels) was published on October 1, 1998 (63 FR
52802), with an effective date of November 2,
1998. Subchapter W requires existing passenger
vessels certificated under 46 CFR subchapter H in
lakes, bays and sounds services or in rivers
services, to carry additional survival craft with a
compliance date of October 1, 2003. As an
alternative to the survival craft requirements listed
in subchapter W at 46 CFR 199.201(b), vessel
operators may have a safety assessment approved
by their local Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection
(OCMI). New passenger vessels or recently built
vessels may also consider the safety assessment
alternative. The safety assessment must include:
(1) the navigation and vessel safety conditions
within the vessel’s planned operating area, and
(2) a comprehensive shipboard safety management
and contingency plan, including an evacuation plan
that is tailored to the particular vessel, is easy to
use, is understood by vessel management
personnel both on board and ashore, and is
updated regularly.

PRINCIPLES
* Take a Quality Approach

e Honor the Mariner

VISION
To achieve the world’s safest,
most environmentally sound

The Coast Guard recognizes that this
performance-based regulation, which is designed
to allow for flexibility, will inevitably involve some
inconsistencies and differences of opinion. The
implementation workshops will provide
opportunities for the Coast Guard and vessel
operators to work together to minimize these
problems. The workshop participants will create a
consistent process for the development and
approval of safety assessments, which includes
Shipboard Safety Management and Contingency
Plans. The workshops will consider risk
management principles such as the types of
contingencies that need to be planned for, the
probabilities of various types of emergencies given
the characteristics of the waterway, and to what
degree ship characteristics and alternative
resources can be used to respond to abandon-
ship emergencies. These provisions may reduce
or eliminate the need for lifesaving equipment. The
product of the workshops, which will be
disseminated to vessel operators and OCMIs after
the completion of all four workshops, is the
development of criteria that will be used by the
OCMI in the safety assessment approval process.

The subchapter W implementation
workshops are open to the public and will consist
of briefings and facilitated breakout sessions.
These public meetings will be held from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. at the following locations:

St. Louis, MO, August 29, 2000

Seattle, WA, September 8, 2000

Staten Island, NY, September 26, 2000

New Orleans, LA, December 6, 2000

For further information, contact LCDR Kevin
Kiefer, Lifesaving and Fire Safety Standards
Division (G-MSE-4), U.S. Coast Guard
Headquarters, by email at KKiefer@comdt.uscg.mil,
telephone at (202) 267-1444 or fax at (202) 267-
4816.

GOALS
e Know More

e Train More

and cost-effective marine

* Seek Non-Regulatory Solutions
e Share Commitment
e Manage Risk

Contact us directly with your PTP story:

operations by emphasizing the
role of people in preventing
casualties and pollution.

* Do More
» Offer More
e Cooperate More

Commandant (G-MSE-1), U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, 2100 Second Street, SW, Washington, DC 20593-0001; (202) 267-2997;

(202) 267-4816 FAX; e-mail: fldr-he@comdt.uscg.mil
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