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1. SUMMARY
The 48TH session of MEPC of IMO convened 7-11 October 2002 under the Chairmanship of Mr. M. Julian (Australia). The meeting was attended by 86 Members, one Associate Member, two United Nations Agencies, five Intergovernmental Organizations, and 35 Non-governmental Organizations.  All major U.S. objectives were achieved. Items of particular interest were: 
A. Significant progress on the development of an international convention for the control of ship’s ballast water which incorporates U.S. proposals on the major issues; 
B. Further development of a draft Assembly Resolution on greenhouse gas emissions; 
C. Further development of Guidelines for the Recycling of Ships; 
D. Approval of an MEPC Resolution on Guidelines on Survey and Certification of Anti-fouling Systems on Ships; 
E. Unanimous adoption of amendments to the List of Substances subject to the 1973 Intervention Protocol; 
F. Approval of the Wadden Sea as a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area; 
G. Approval of a revised Section 4, Combating Oil Spills, of the Manual on Oil Pollution; and 
H. Noting that Annex IV of MARPOL 73/78 will enter into force on 27 September 2003.
End Summary 
2. Ballast water. A Working Group (WG) met to continue development of an international convention for the control and management of ship’s ballast water and sediments. Building on the outcomes of its intersessional meeting the previous week, the group focused on the development of ballast water treatment performance standards, the approval process for ballast water treatment systems, concepts associated with special requirements for certain areas (Tier Two), as well as further development of the text of the convention. The U.S. submitted a number of proposals on these issues, the major concepts of which are now incorporated in the draft convention text. While considerable progress was made in all areas, a significant amount of work remains. An intersessional WG will meet prior to MEPC 49 to further work on the draft convention so MEPC 49 will be able to take a decision as to whether the instrument is sufficiently developed to recommend the holding of diplomatic conference in early 2004. March 2003 is the suggested timeframe for the intersessional meeting. 
3. Greenhouse Gas Emissions. The Committee established a WG to consider greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from international shipping. A draft resolution was further developed and will be forwarded to MEPC 49 for finalization and subsequent adoption at the 2003 IMO Assembly. Key action items in the draft resolution include: 1) monitoring by MEPC of voluntary measures to limit or reduce emissions and 2) consideration, if necessary, of mandatory or alternative measures based on an evaluation of the effectiveness of the voluntary measures. The debate over "mandatory" vs. "alternative" (U.S. preference) highlighted the WG discussion. Agreement was reached on a work plan with a 2005 target for finalizing a GHG-indexing system for shipping. 
4. Recycling of ships. The Committee convened a WG to further develop draft Guidelines for the Recycling of Ships to assist in addressing concerns regarding the impact of ship recycling on the environment, and occupational safety and health. The WG made substantial revisions to the draft Guidelines consistent with U.S. objectives. However, additional work, and input from various IMO Subcommittees is necessary to complete the Guidelines. The Committee established an intersessional correspondence group to be coordinated by Bangladesh and a WG at MEPC 49 to continue work on the Guidelines. The Committee also referred several items from the draft Guidelines to Subcommittees (BLG, DSC and FSI) for technical advice. 
5. Anti-fouling Systems. The Committee established a drafting group to revise the Guidelines on survey and certification for anti-fouling systems on ships drafted by the Subcommittee on Flag State Implementation (FSI). The drafting group incorporated all U.S. proposals. The Guidelines were approved and adopted as an MEPC Resolution. The Committee also instructed FSI to continue work on the Guidelines for brief sampling of anti-fouling systems and Guidelines for inspections of ships anti-fouling systems. The Secretariat has issued a Circular document, AFS/Conf.1, to help communicate information regarding any anti-fouling systems approved, restricted, or prohibited under IMO Member State domestic law. 
6. Adoption of Amendments. The Committee unanimously adopted amendments to the List of Substances subject to the 1973 Intervention Protocol. These amendments simplified the list by referring to lists contained in the Annexes to MARPOL 73/78 rather than listing each substance individually. 
7. Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas (PSSAs). The Committee handled the following four issues relative to PSSAs and Special Areas: 
A. The Committee approved final designation as a PSSA of the Wadden Sea, which was submitted by Denmark, Germany, and the Netherlands, since associated protective measures (APMs) are already in existence. 
B. The Committee approved, in principle, a PSSA for Paracas National Reserve submitted by Peru. For Peru’s proposed APM of an area to be avoided (ATBA), the Committee agreed to refer the PSSA proposal to the Subcommittee on Safety of Navigation (NAV) to consider the ATBA and requested Peru to submit a separate ATBA proposal to NAV; however the Committee did not find that the proposal contained sufficient information to justify Peru’s proposed APM of a no discharge zone. 
C. The Committee agreed to adopt a guidance document, drafted originally by the U.S., to assist States in the development of PSSA proposals. It will be distributed as a MEPC Circular. 
D. The Committee approved an amendment to Annex I of MARPOL 73/78 to designate the Oman Area of the Arabian Sea as a Special Area. 
8. OPRC Convention. The Committee approved the issuance of the revised Manual on Oil Pollution, Section IV, Combating Oil Spills, which contains substantial updating regarding mechanical, dispersant and in-situ burning as spill response technologies. The Committee also approved a plan to support implementation of the Protocol on Preparedness, Response and Cooperation to Pollution Incidents by Hazardous and Noxious Substances 2000 (OPRC-HNS Protocol). This plan follows the implementation paradigm similar to that used for oil pollution under the OPRC Convention. The Committee agreed to revise the Manual on Chemical Pollution, Section 2, Search and Recovery of Packaged Goods Lost at Sea as recommended by the OPRC Intersessional Meeting. This will be revised through use of a Correspondence Group with final review at MEPC 49. 
9. Entry into Force of Annex IV of MARPOL 73/78. The Committee noted that with the ratification of Annex IV of MARPOL 73/78 (sewage) by Norway, the conditions for entry into force had been met and the Annex would become effective on 27 September 2003. Annex IV has been ratified by 88 countries, but not the United States. The U.S. must now determine the impact the entry into force of Annex IV will have on U.S. flagged ships operating on international voyages and how to address the impact.
10. IMO Model Audit Scheme. As instructed by the IMO Council, the Committee considered how the IMO Model Audit Scheme could be developed and which environmental areas should be covered by such a scheme. The Committee agreed to endorse the proposal to hold a joint MSC/MEPC/Technical Cooperation WG during MSC 77 to further develop this scheme. Bahamas and Brazil advised the Committee that they had submitted a joint proposal to the upcoming Council recommending that the Council reverse its decision to have an IMO Model Audit Scheme developed.
 11. Revision of Annex II of MARPOL 73/78. The Committee considered the pros and cons for the proposed 3 Category and 5 Category systems for the revision of Annex II of MARPOL 73/78 developed by the Subcommittee on Bulk Liquid and Gases (BLG). Although the Committee was not able to reach any compromise solution, considerable progress was made in understanding the views of both sides in supporting a 3 or 5 Category system. Japan expressed its intent to propose a 4 Category compromise to MEPC 49 along with appropriate information on the impact of such a system.
 12. Interpretation of MARPOL 73/78. The Committee agreed with the submission by Germany that the existing criteria for Environmentally Hazardous Substances under Annex III of MARPOL 73/78 were not in line with the revised evaluation procedure. The Committee agreed to request the Subcommittee on Dangerous Goods, Solid Cargoes and Containers (DSC) to review the criteria for Marine Pollutants subject to Annex III of MARPOL 73/78 and advise the Committee accordingly. 
13. Enforcement of MARPOL 73/78. The Committee agreed with the proposal by France to make Flag State comments available to the Equasis database on Port State Control Information. The Committee also agreed that in view of the low level of reporting of port state control detentions, members should provide submissions to its next session to rectify this situation. 
14. Consultative Status. The Committee agreed to recommend to the Council that consultative status be granted to the International Marine Transit Association/Interferry (IMTA-Interferry) on a provisional basis because they had reorganized and established a full-time Chief Executive Officer to represent them at IMO meetings. 
 15. Election of Chairman. Noting that there were two candidates for the post of Chairman, Mr. A. Chrysostomou (Cyprus) and Mr. S. Oftedal (Norway), the Committee agreed to elect the Chairman for 2003 by secret ballot in accordance with Rule 31 of its Rules of Procedures. As a result of the ballot, Mr. Chrysostomou was elected Chairman by a vote of 42-35. Mr. G. Fernandez (Panama) was unanimously re-elected Vice Chairman for 2003.
16. Next Session. The Committee agreed that MEPC 49 would be held 14-18 July 2003. Major agenda items will include Ballast Water Management, Recycling of Ships, Air Pollution matters, Revision of Annex II of MARPOL 73/78, Implementation of the OPRC Convention, and Adoption of Amendments to MARPOL 73/78. 
