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Summary
The 46TH Session of MEPC of IMO convened 23-27 April 2001 under the chairmanship of Mr. M. Julian (Australia). The meeting was attended by 81 Members, 2 Associate Members, 4 United Nations Agencies, 6 Intergovernmental Organizations, and 35 Non-governmental Organizations.  All major U.S. objectives were achieved.  Items of particular interest were: 

A.     Adoption of Amendments to Annex I of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL 73/78) regarding an accelerated phase out of single hull tankers under Regulation 13G (U.S. reserved its position); 

B.     Further resolution of outstanding issues of the draft ship anti-fouling systems treaty which will be considered at a Diplomatic Conference in October 2001; 

C.     Significant development of an international convention for the Control and Management of Ships Ballast Water; 

D.     Approval in principle of the U.S. proposal to designate the marine area around the Florida Keys as a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area; 

E.      Approval of a draft assembly resolution on Guidelines for the Designation of Special Areas and Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas; 

F.      Agreement to establish a working group on greenhouse gas emissions from ships at MEPC 47; 

G.     Approval of a draft assembly resolution on Revised Guidelines on Implementation of the ISM Code; 

H.     Approval of a draft MSC/MEPC Circular on measures to improve Port State Control; and 

I.        Agreement to establish a working group on recycling of ships at MEPC 47. 

1.  Amendments to MARPOL 73/78. The Committee adopted amendments to Regulation 13G of MARPOL 73/78 to phase out single hull tankers.  The schedule phases out single hull tankers regardless of age by their anniversary date in 2015. Tankers which have double sides or double bottoms may be permitted by their flag Administration to operate after 2015 until they are 25 years old and single hull tankers that have protectively located segregated ballast tanks may be permitted by their flag Administration to operate until 2017. The revised 13G specifically permits port states to prohibit those extended life tankers from visiting their ports and offshore terminals, which the European Union (EU) has declared will be the case for EU Countries. Pre-MARPOL tankers and MARPOL tankers are subject to a Condition Assessment Scheme (CAS) in order to operate beyond 2005 and 2010 respectively. The CAS was adopted with the understanding that the Model Survey Plan will be developed at MEPC 47. The U.S. reserved its position on the amended 13G as it is inconsistent with the requirements of OPA 90. These amendments will enter into force on 01 September 2002 under the tacit amendment procedure of Article 16 of MARPOL 73/78. Since these amendments to Regulation 13G are not consistent with OPA 90, the U.S. must submit to IMO by 01 March 2002 a declaration of our intent not to be bound by these amendments until we give our explicit consent. 

2.       Anti-fouling Systems. Discussions on the draft anti-fouling treaty were productive when considering that unresolved issues are now limited to only two issues in the current draft treaty text: 1) proposed damage and compensation clause; and 2) a decision on whether TBT-based systems need to be removed by 2008. The U.S. was successful in introducing detailed text for amendment of the treaty. This was incorporated into the treaty, but substantial debate can be expected on this issue at the Diplomatic Conference.  The single most important and contentious issue before the Diplomatic Conference will be determining the provisions applicable to entry-into-force of the treaty. The outcome on this issue will determine whether the treaty can realistically be expected to become legally binding. The final Diplomatic Conference will be held October 1-5, 2001 

3.       Ballast Water. The Ballast Water Working Group met to continue development of an international convention for the control and management of ship’s ballast water and sediments. Using the consolidated draft text submitted by the U.S. as the base document for discussion, the group reviewed the articles and regulations, and with minor revisions agreed that these would be the basis for continued development of the instrument. The group agreed, in principle, that the final instrument should be based on a ballast water treatment performance standard; however it recognized that ballast water exchange would be used as a starting point within the framework of the finalization of ballast water standards. The U.S. continues to exhibit a leadership role in this issue and will chair an intercessional correspondence group to continue development of a ballast water treatment standard. The Committee agreed to recommend to the Council, based on the progress made to date and subject to confirmation by MEPC 47, that a Diplomatic Conference be provisionally scheduled for the 2002-2003 biennium. 

4.       Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas. The Committee took the following actions: 1) approved in principle the U.S. proposal to designate the marine area around the Florida Keys as a Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) and agreed that the proposal should be used as a model for countries in submitting future proposals for PSSA designation; 2) approved in principle the Columbian proposal to designate the marine area around Malpelo Island as a PSSA; and 3) approved a draft assembly resolution for submission to the 22nd Session of the Assembly, along with the annexed Guidelines for the Designation of Special Areas under MARPOL 73/78 and Guidelines for the Identification and Designation of Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas. 

5.       Greenhouse Gas Emissions From Ships. The Committee agreed to establish a working group on greenhouse gas emissions from ships at its next meeting. The Committee agreed with the U.S. proposal that the terms of reference for this working group should be general in nature and not include reference to developing a greenhouse gas emission standard. However, since there was considerable support for developing such a standard, the U.S. delegation to MEPC 47 should be prepared to address this matter. 

6.       Flag State Implementation (FSI) Subcommittee. The Committee considered the report of the 9th Session of the FSI and took the following specific action: 1) approved a draft assembly resolution on Revised Guidelines on Implementation of the ISM Code; 2) approved a draft assembly resolution on revised self assessment of flag state performance; and 3) approved a draft MSC/MEPC Circular on measures to improve port state control procedures. 

7.       Recycling of Ships. The Committee agreed to establish a Working Group on the Recycling of Ships at its next session. The main purpose of the Working Group will be to identify the role of the IMO in ship recycling and to recommend possible courses of action to address this role. 

8.       Preparation for RIO +10. The Committee approved with modifications a report prepared by the Secretariat for submission to the RIO+10 Summit scheduled to be held in South Africa in June 2002. The report provides IMO’s major achievements in the follow-up to the United Nations Conference on the Environment and Development. The report will be forwarded to the Marine Safety Committee and the Technical Cooperation Committee for their comments. 

9.       Marine Debris. The Committee thanked the U.S. for bringing the results of the U.S. Conference on Derelict Fishing Gear and the Ocean Environment, which took place in Honolulu, HI, in August 2000, to the attention of the Committee.The Committee urged other member States to submit similar information so the Committee could assess the effectiveness of Annex V of MARPOL 73/78. 

10.   Implementation of OPRC. The Committee approved for publication “Guidance on Managing Seafood Safety During and After Oil Spills” as a joint IMO and FAO publication. The Committee offered suggested issues to the Marine Safety Committee for consideration in marine environmental protection for vessels in distress seeking sheltered waters. The Committee developed topics for the Third IMO R&D Forum on the behavior and response to heavy oil spills. The Committee recognized the continued work of the OPRC Working Group on the Manual on Oil Pollution addressing response in ice, in-situ burning, heavy fuel oil/emulsified oils, and bioremediation. The OPRC Working Group will meet as an MEPC 47 Drafting Group to conclude drafting of the Manual on Oil Pollution. 

11.   Intervention Protocol. The Committee noted that the Annex to the 1973 Intervention Protocol includes a list of substances which is very difficult to keep updated. As a result, the Committee deferred discussion on this issue and requested the Secretariat to consider developing an amendment to the 1973 Intervention Protocol to refer to the other IMO Instruments and Codes that contain the substances covered by the Intervention Protocol. 

12.   Work Program. The Committee agreed with the U.S. proposal to include protection of fuel oil tanks on ships on the work program of the Ship Design and Equipment Subcommittee. This was initiated as a result of the grounding of the New Carissa on the coast of Oregon. 

13.   Election of Chairman. The Committee unanimously re-elected Mr. M. Julian (Australia) as chairman and Mr. G. Fernandez (Panama) as vice chairman for 2002. 

14.   Next Session. The Committee agreed that MEPC 47 would be held 4-8 March 2002.  Major Agenda Items will include: Ballast Water Management, Recycling of Ships, Air Pollution Matters, Implementation of the OPRC Convention, Follow-up to the Anti-fouling Systems Conference, and Identification of PSSAs. 

