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Coast Guard issuing more fines as port security deadline nears

By LOLITA C. BALDOR
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON- The Coast Guard has issued $1.66 million in fines in the last two
months, as it prepares to enforce a July 1 deadline for vessels and ports to meet new
terrorism security requirements.

In a speech to the National Press Club Thursday, Adm. Thomas H. Collins, commandant
of the Coast Guard, said 97 percent of all vessels and ports have submitted security
assessments and plans as required. And those who haven't will be pursued by the Coast
Guard.

"We will inspect every single foreign vessel coming into our nation, and we will demand
that they have a security certificate and a security plan," said Collins, saying the checks
will begin in July. "We expect every vessel to have them, and if they don't they will get
our sharp attention."

Ships, ports, ferry terminals and fuel-chemical tank farms were required to submit
security plans by the end of last year, but because many did not comply the Coast Guard
began assessing $10,000 fines last month.

According to Coast Guard spokesman Chief Petty Officer Paul Rhynard, 156 of the
$10,000 fines were levied, and violators were given 30 days to comply or face additional
fines of up to $25,000.

Since the beginning of March, Rhynard said four $25,000 fines have been assessed.
Those who still don't have approved security plans in place could be shut down after July
1.

Also, Rhynard said that 9,200 vessel plans have been turned in, while 3,200 - or nearly all
- of the port plans have been submitted.

Collins had little to say, however, about recent revelations that al-Qaida terrorists may
have slipped into Boston Harbor on liquefied natural gas tankers from Algeria prior to
Sept. 11, 2001. The charge was leveled by former White House terrorism chief Richard
A. Clarke, in his new book.

"We're in the middle of dusting off the files and looking through that to get a definitive
answer on what we knew when," said Collins. "We're still trying to put all those facts
together."



Rep. Edward Markey, D-Mass., said he was disturbed that no one can confirm such a
"very serious charge by such a very substantial person."

"You would think that there's a file that says al-Qaida on it in the greater Boston area,"
said Markey Thursday. "If there isn't, we have a really big problem."

Collins stressed that no LNG tankers from Algeria were allowed into the Boston port
after the 2001 terrorist attacks. He said the LNG tankers that dock in Boston face tougher
security and inspections than any other ships.

Because of the cargo, he said "it's mostly a fireball issue." So, the tankers are boarded
offshore by inspectors, are often checked by divers, and have escorts into the harbor by
both air and sea.

In other comments, Collins said Coast Guard operations are being hampered by
deteriorating aircraft and ships, and it will take $15 billion to $17 billion over 20 years to
repair and replace the failing helicopters and vessels.



