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While discharging grade "B gasoline at. Carhmt, M qu on
17 August 1953 aboard the tank ship SS SIIVERPEAK a cdsualty occurred ~ :
which resulted in the death by asphyxiation of the First Assistant Engimdr, o
Mr. Anthony J. Blazejowics and the hospitalization of the Second Aasiatant L
Engineer, Mr. Eugene F. Feuchts, who had been alnolt asphyxiated. :

On 29 August 1953 nboardthemta.nklhip,thosssm, which

was then discharging a cargo of grade "B" gasolins at South Norfolk, Yirgi.nia
another similar casualty ocourred which resulted in the hospitalisation of o
. the Pumpman, Ellsworth M. Snith, after his having been overcoue by fumes 1n S
the pumproom. .

The circumstances aurromding both cagualties were similar. On 17
. August 1953 at Carteret, New Jersey the packing failed on the No. 1 éargo.
" pump causing the pump glands to leak badly. On 29 August 1953 at South , - .
. Rorfolk, Virginia, the packing failed on the No. 3 cargo pump, cavsing that

pump's glands to leak badly. In both instances the mechanical exhamst =

ventilating system in the after pumproom was ineffective in removing the
gasoline fumes due to the fact that the mechanical exhaust fan rotor was ‘ ‘
opamting in a reverse direction or backwards. \ , . R

1. The vessel molvod was the SS SILVERPBAK, o!.fidn.l No. 245 497 .
. modified type T-2 SEA~l tank vessel; home port, Wilmington Delaware; grou
rons, 10,448; built, 1944; hull, steel; last inspected, 9 June 1953 at -
Jacksonville, Florida. She was owned and operated by the Kational Bulk
Carrier's Inc., 600 Fifth Avenue, Rew York, N. X,

v 2. The ‘weather was clear at the time of t.h- casualty on 17 August 1953, S
. however, it had beer raining practically all that day. The wind velocity .
was calm to light airs. Temperature, 69° F. ‘

3. The veasel arrived at the Pa.n-a\marica.n 011 Dook, VCartoret, New
Jersey, with a cargo of grade "B" gasoline consisting of 33,000 barrels of
Amoco unleaded 'gasoline and 103,000 barrels of Homebund gasoline at abont

'1:45 p.m. of 17 August 1953.

4. On commencing discharge operations at about 2:00 pem., 17 Anguat e
1953, Chief Officer Henry B. Hennum was in charge, assisted by Chief Pmpnan
Ellsworth M. Smith, and the watch on deck consisting of Able Seaman Biuhop
and Ordipary Seaman WQJJ.ing , E




~ starting and checking the discharging pumps.

engineer, Mr. Blazejowics, was taking a beth at the time and the secoxﬂ
~ asgistant engineer, Mr. Fouchta, vas seated 1n the stateroom, -

~ pump..

- Mr. Blazejowics, assisted in lowering the body of Mr. Feuchts to the ﬂ.oor :

5. The p sntn, i, oxeuud frem ‘
hed worked long hours just prior to. the eomncing of the unloading opera.tion;
Pe was not awakened until action in regard %o, the eamlty had been eompleted.; ‘

6. At about 2 45 p.m. Chief’ Officer Banm went aft and 1n the
first sssistant engineer's quarters, in the presence. of the first amnd .
second assistant engineers, requésted that one of the enginsers check =~~~ . = = .
the cargo pumps before leaving the vessel that evening. The first assiatant TR e

7. The second asshtant onginoer, Mr. Feuchts, shortly bafore 3:00
P.I.; in response to the Chief Officer's request, descended into the -
pumproom and checked the pumps. Horom:dthemmboroneptmptobe leaking
and came up to notify Mr. Blagsejowics of the leaking pump. While attempt-
ing to locate Mr. Blazejdwics, he notified the chief engineer of the leaking

, 8.' The second aaaistant enginoer, M. Fouchta, again descended into cole e
the pumproom after 3:00 p.m,, to attempt to tighten the suction side . ~ ' '~
" ,packing gland of the number one pump. The chief engineer, Mr. Smith, =
followed the second assistant engineer, Mr. Feuchts, into thé pumproom R
and was followed in turn by the chief officer, Mr. Bapnum, - AT By

9. The chief off:leer and ‘the chief engineer came out of the plmpream
a little groggy because of the heavy concentration of gasolim fumes. 'rha S
second assistant, Mr. Feuchts, remained below in the pumproon. The ehiaf
officer, Mr. lhnnxm, upon reaching ths main deck told the aecond mate, \ _’
Mr. Collette, to watch the ongineers in the pumproon below. _ - : J

, 10, The second mate then at approximately 3:20 p.m., saw the second
assistant engineer, Mr. Feuchts, pass out on the floor plates in the .
pumproom. - The word was passed to obtain fresh air h'oathing apparatm. ATy

11. The chief engineer, the chief offioer Q.nd tha second mt.s mnt ', =
down into the pumproom and attempted to carry out the unconscious Mr. . -
Feuchts., The attempt was unsuccessful and the first assistant enginger,

plates. It was at this time that the presence of Mr. Blasejowicz in the -
pumproom first became known to the chief eng.tmer and the chief offieer

A




12, The chief engineer, the ch:l.ef nfficar aul the second mate then
" climbed out of the pumproom. . The chief enginser had blanked out when ho . -
“gained the main deck. The second mate notified ‘the master, Captain
Kapelowitsz at about 3:20 p.m. that Mr. Fouchts was unconscious in the
pumproom and that -he, Mr. Collette, thought the first assistant engineer
was also in the pumproom. The chief officer, upon reaching the main deck,
ordered the fresh air mask rigged end hollered off to the dock personnel
to get an ambulanca and a first ald outfit.

_ 13. The first assistant engineer, Mr. Blaujowicz, when laat seen/ R
alive was well under the influence of gas vapors or "gassed up" and was =~
attempting to get fresh air under the draft aovl—-type supply ventilator.

' 14. Captain Ke.polwits, upon being notified of the casualty, departed
 immediately for the pumproom. He donned a fresh air breathing apparatus,
which wvas on hand when ho arrived, descended into the pumproom and attached
a leather rescue harness to the second assistant engineer, Mr. Feuchts,
whom the master had found unconscious on ths floor plating in the vicinity

of the stripping pump.

15. This second a.ttompt to get Mr. Feucht.s out of the pumproom, using ’
for the first time a block and tackle, failed when the leather harness
slipped on the sweaty body of Mr. Feuchts, and he was again lowered to the-
floor plates. The captain again descended into the ‘pumproom and tightened
. the harness on the second assistant englneer and he was then ‘hauled out on_

deck at about 3:40 p.m. ,

16, Captain Kapelowits, in mki.ng two tripc into the pumpromn to
aasia’o in getting the unconscious Mr. Feuchts out of the pumproom, did not -
see the first assistant engineer, Mr. Blaaejowicz, 1n the pumproom.

17. Emergency first aid treatmant and m:ygen was given to Mr. Feuchts
by the Carteret First Aid Company, He was later removed, still nneonscieus,
to the Perth Amboy. Memorial Iloapita.l, Perth Amboy, Few Jersey. He regained.
consciousness at the Perth Amboy Memorial Hoapital, Perth Amboy, New Jersey, ..\;
and vas removed on 20 August 1953 to the U. S. Public Health Service. Hosp:[tul,
Stapleton, Staten Island, Rew York. '

18. After the second assistant engineer had been rescued, the mter
was told by the chief officer, Mr. Hannum, that the first assistant: engineer,
M, Blazejowicz, was atill in the lower pumproom. N

19. The chief mte, Mr. Ehnm, then donnsd tho freah air breathlng
apparatus, descended into the pumproom and locsted the first assistant;
Mr. Blazejowicz, unconscious and wedged betwsn the port sea suction and
the bulkhead in such a manner that he, Mr. Hanmim, could not move him.

Mr. Hannum then went i.mediata],y back on deck.
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Gomp&ny, ti*:en wend doun :{ﬂtn the pxmproam, sseure&. axlixie aronnd tbs\ ’
firat essistan} anginagr, )&'. Bhaejwicz, and guided the uscenacioazs ;“ :
* bady of Mr. Blaaejewicz as 1% uas hotsted éut, or t.hs pumprocm et sbout

A g:.u, e ~ , ,

v 21 The body of wr. Blaze*owiez was blue wmn renewd frem the m

 room and bhe was immediately given oxygen by the Carteret First. ‘Aid Com-— . -
’pany without success and was later pronounced deed by Dr. lewis Downs of

. Carteret, Hew Jersey. The county coromer, Mr. les J. Thompson, eams =
.7 7 eboard, took possession of Mr. Blazejowica's nersonnl effects and ,:mb:ar-»ﬁ_.-

- imaﬂ 't.he removal of . hia bedy to th@ Flynn & Son F:mez'al Foms..- s

22. Sometims bettresn 17 August 1953 apd 29 August. 1953 the m,.,s%er !
imueu instructions to the crew at a orew meeting with regard o safat.y ‘
rsqwaments :v.n the pu;i:proqm. . _ _ L

e T 23, 0n'29 August 1953 the SS SILVEPIEAK wag discharginh & c&rga ot’

‘ ‘ - grade "B gasoline at the Amsrican Oil Company Tarminal at Soui’:n mrfo}kg

Virginia. . . o T

" 24. The: mmbar three cargo pump was atarted at about ga. m. e:-.nd when

checked by the pumpman, Ellsworth Smith, at 10230 a.m,, was found to be . -

L haking gasolipe quite bedly. The pumpman mads several trips dows; into:

/™ the after pumproom attempting to tighten the packing on.the mmber tires -
" .pubp. He had a watchman posted in the upper pumproom as reguired by the

masterts recent verbal ‘directions but was not wearing a harneﬂs and aafet

.Liae as directad by the naster. v R o

25, James R. Bishop, able ssaman, wes stmding by the ugpar part of

the after pumproom keepirg a chack on ths pumpman, He was unzble 1o see .
“or hear the pumpmen moving about for a psriod of five mimutes ard \nati*-"zaé
thz paster, Caplain Kgpelowltz ‘went immedistely to the pumprocm and dsg-
regerding his own safety instructions descended ‘into the pumproonm where ‘he-
found the pumpman, Smith, unconsciocus on the floor plates. . Hs placsd' s .

‘belt on the pumpmen and then, assieted by Able Seamen Bishop, attempted .
 to boul the puppman, Smith, out of the pumproom: The attemp? failed ar:ﬂ
t - the pumpmen slipped into the bilges. The chief officer, ¥y, Hanmm; thazi
pui on a fresh air mask and attempted unsuccessfully to dislodge the puzp=
ran. - The chief officer came back on deck and Captain Kapelowits- pnt OR:-
the treathing apparatus and went into the pumproom and managed to fooe the
puﬂpmﬁﬁ, who was, then hauled ‘out on deck. The pumpman regained consclons—
ness prior to being taken by ambulsnce ‘to the U, s. P H.S. Hosp;tai‘ "ﬁcrfelk,

Vlrginia. ' ‘ , _




rronthpmprouonl’fmt 195 mmefmma.mm
“required equipmont but was part of the ship's safety equipment, wbich s . -
-secured about the second mitmtoww;motamm, T
witheomnﬁonl bu&hvhichennpdholu inthnwipnaaatrcgn-' R

27, Tbmulhﬁttodﬂthtwmlmm-wmﬁ
ventilators and a mochanical exhaust ventilation system taking suction IR I
" through ducts under the pumproom gratings and discharging tiwough & mush-
room venthead about thirty feet above the main deck, The pumproom venti-
_“htionmt-duunmummumnuofthtnkmoluguhtzom.‘

28. Onmnlofthmmtrumm,nmmudthtm
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';‘mwmmmmmmmumm&nnm“m

'tbhntonctuminhbnnt&hwimm otmc:huutantuu
deeignad

29. mmmmmmﬂ.ummam,mw ST
aboard the SS SILVERPEAK on three separate occasions during the month of o
August 1953, - Mblmummdtompp]:mtothmm R
m;mcpmummoamuuuinhm

30. The first occasion during which the portabls blowers were used
was on 5 August 1953 at Philadelphia, Pa. when the paoking on tbe mumber
two - ca.rgopmpfnihdmingahdmonmlukinthom

31, The second occasion was at Carteret, N. J. on 19 August 1953,
uhsnth-paekingonthomborompmpfnmmﬂmludhalnp
‘gnsolimleakinthop\nproo- ‘

32. The third ocoasion was at South Kexfolk, vu-ginhenﬁmt
1953uhentlnp.&ingontlnmmborthruecgomhm

33. Tbmrmmﬁthdﬂthunﬂimlhd&rmﬂnsw,
side and a series of inclined ladders on the side. Both ladders R
mmdmmpmrowmrphtutommha&hwl‘

3. Tbmuohniulomblmmmmmmumr
motor are located in the engine room. The blower motor drives the fan
mtwbymmotashﬁuhndmgmtotbm

. 35. During the course of the. imoupt:lontboclu, Bcrfolk,
laid the following requirements against the snmmns




mmnmhw.rm‘muf“é R
* 2, The punps are to bs Abaroaghly ehweked , peMalasly iy oz
~ drive shafts, hmma,,-mm m.um SRRRE
'-nm,z_-pd-a e s

3 Thorcughly search mmw”aw q.
wlve glands, ete. "

4 mmmmwm ey *
| MMMWWMM.-
6. ‘mmammmuuuwamm
: wﬁ‘.’ Marine Inlpnuca, m.mmmmu

Upon axrival in firet . S.pattbﬂﬂarh mauu'
’mWMhumlordemuuhm SN

8. Ammwmmmmuhuﬁm
sffectivensss..

26, uismW:

 Cuarles Kapelovits, Yaster, 88 STLYERPEAK
mr.mw,ww-c,ssnm / |
wn.mm.chur&u,sssnm, 4["

,  Jobn G, Plrhr, Mclphh, -mmwmm
Companies

Willism R. iblnu mm ssamnmt
Jaxes R. Buhop Auos-ua,sssmmx
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8. That the U. 8. mmw Mmm‘m m—
umumnewfwthm :

‘ 9. - Mmmmmeom, Wm:‘m,
- inattention to duty or willful violation of the law or
on the part of anyone involved in the casmliy. .The aption of the

pumpman, Ellswvorth Smith, hm«mwmmuaw

1953, without wearing a rescis harnees was contrary to the mster's

. oxders but was mot of t00 serious a nature as the odubeguences fell. -

wmnm:mmumﬁumm;mmwv




on 29 :
13, mtmmmummotﬁammwu
 the beat of their abilitiss, even to the point of completely disregarding
all safoty precautions as fur as they thesselves were concérned,

nwm»mﬁ'

‘1. That & report of this mmmu ublidudutbhrdnnt
krmcmilmmmwmntommwm in the future.

2. Mtumummmuumwmw«

amending the Tank Vessel Regulations (Operation), to reguire the pom.g
otlookouuoratumnuatmtimmmlmmm

hnksorm 7 .
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