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25 March 1957 o
‘ (SE_’DCO B0, & -~ RIG 22 «

Coamandond's Action
cn

slarine Bosrd of Investigabiony capsizing, SEDCO X0, 8 - RIG 22,
ivondale, Louisiena, 10 August 1956, with loss of life

1, Pursuant o the provisions of Title 46 C.F.R. Part 136, the record of
the Marine Board of Invegtigabion convened to investigate subject casuelty,
together with 1ts Findings of Faect, Conclusions, and Recommendations, has
beenr reviewed. ' ' :

2. On 10 Avgust 1956 the SEICC NO, 8§ - RIG 22, under construction for
ugse as o mobile nlatform in oil drilling operations on the Continental
Shelf in the Gulf of Mexico, was aflozb and nearing completion, In-
structions had been issued to keep the draft of the floating section
) at’ a minimum and nob to cxeeed 61.6" ¢o assure proper stability. and

AT svaid eny upsebbing mements. Follewing inetlining and submergence

B .. ™ tests, added bellast wag nob completely removed; approximately 30 tons
of materials wore placed on board énd anproximately 100.tons of ballast
were added to sink the bew wedge, so it is estimated that the drafh of
the floating section reaached Bt 6". A%t this draft with slack water in
the ballagt tanks, a nrogressive list to starboard developed and the
riz capsized abt about 1530 on 10 August 1956 at dockside, Avondale,
Lowisiana., OF the approximately L5 workmen on board, 4 drowned and
6 were injured. The estimated damage to the rig, although subsequent-
1y salvagetl, was 1,300,000,

3, The Findings of Fact and Conclusions of the Merine Board of. Investiga
tion- converied to investigate subject casualty sre approved. Ths Recom-
mendation of the Board that the resulations promulgated pursuant to
Section L(c)(1) of the (uter Continentel Shelf Lands Act be zmended to .
regitire plans approval amd inspection during construction of all mobile
platforms, as defined in b5 C.F.R. 149,10-30, will be roferred to the
Merchant Marine Council for further consideration,

(signed). Al C. Richmond
A. Co RICHHOND

Vice Admiral, U. 5. Coast Guavd
Commandant - - ‘




MARTHE BOSRD OF INVESTIGATION
convencd at the
Mnrine Insneetiom Office, Uﬁitéd Etates Coast Guard
Elrhth Uoast Guard District
313 Gustom House, New Orleans; la.
on

16 Aumust 1956

by order of
Commandant, U. S. Coast Guard, VWashington, D. C..'
To Investigaie the Capsiging of the lMobile Drilling Rig, SIDCO
NO. 8 -~ Rig 22, in The Mississippi River at Avondale, loulsiana,
on 10 August 1956 With Loss of .Life.
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1. At approximately 1530 on 10 August 1956, the drilling barge (mobile
platform) SEDCO NO. 8 - Rig 22, capsised in the Migsissippl River at Avondale,

Qintars 2. 4 Jpon o8 555 LTV g M43 8,0 PACTPL.. .

' L
T

p * - - o b, . i K i f li T EF) [ ] L".l .i“—‘.
- . " . . I - - LAY R M L L
8_. ’5.!!??'1 H 7 m e iyt -..'...IL' ' - *. =5 :u i ) ;‘,;f:l_..’: ;! . ;: .:',,_ Lo, l_" 1‘0 P :
a + g P A a1 . . Tu ol autd.x
%y J g gl U . ,.

o1 A
| - X s
3 Ty N - )
Rl 1 ';}"" oy b
' v T 4\ 4o

T T JEA A
Sir ' b ‘. )

:

iy
Y- Mg REREY y
g " ‘ .‘,’ - R
5 ‘o .

.gg;;

R

|

gg 231 L. P “ A
B R .5 T
g

:

:

1

3

v
:
i
;
]
2
|
|
5
|

i
i
el
i
i
;

» m 1 0 ” . . .w-s‘ N n.._-_' 1 3

e GoytiadntdE ShaLpLy (o8I0 1LY SEE T iDL SRR U

A e e i TR Ak detel, U TEE calhe wash @i ke ato Cone” CHgartea 'yp’ 2 G an
R 3 ' . cee” R LR e ¥V g R ST :

Gt g vV Y SR Al cpe st g woRh el homen b phe bt

Fios e paed o oy e S e e natsd T 0 el e G gace

e DU g oes Lot R S SR BT }) l‘lf'a Yoo
- : e : RN . TR U P & L
- B A P E B T
: .. i . Lo SR
¥ i U ‘," TR TP % | AR RS I A AT '»;L,.fﬂ}r‘,_ N ‘;1 ¢ toaed
o o bl S .
- ) -




N\ Chairean, aarine Sowed of Investization %o 27 September 19%G
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 Gommandant, (V) A17-6/3 sEuce Mo, 8 -

Rig 22

3. Althouzh the bzrge had not been assimed a crew and congtruction had not
heen vomnleted, life oressrvers had been placed in the erews quarters and four
15 person life fioais had been placed on the suparstructure decl;, two on the
heliconter decl cnd twe near the after and.  Eight ring buoys equipped with
watoriights sad llaes were distributed sbout Ine sunerstructure deck.

L. The dosign agentus hed informed the builders of +his hwll and nrovious hulls
they hud comstructed of this type that the draft of the barge ghould be kept {0
a nindmum =nd should not exceed 6 fect & inches duriny construetion. Prior Lo
incliving and svbaerging experiment, these instructions were carried ont.

5. \hen the barce was rearing comnletion, on 2 August 1955, an inclining and
submevging experiment was msde. The design agents instructed Avondnle Harine
Ways, Inc. to ballaat the barge to 8t d=aff for the experiment, with narticular
{instructions as to the condition of the ballast, drilling vater and portzble
water tanks. Resalts of the inclining experviment with computations are given in
Exhibit 16. After the inelining exveriment a sutmerging test was made. After
these tests were completed the barpge was moored to the lover end of the ugper
yet cock of Avoncale Marine Ways, Inc. river plant. Four meoring wires of
approximately 1 diameter were used to .moor the barge. The ballast was not
numped ount, as ingtructed by the design agents and the draft remained at approxi-
mately 8 feet as work was continued to complets the barra. No tritten record
was kept of the draft of the barge efter the inclining exneriment or the amount
of ballast or other weight changes. The supervisor of the wcrkmen on the
vesgsel stated that ballsst was either taken on or pumped cut to keep the vessel
from listing.

6. On the 10th of Aupust, approximately 80 tons of drill stem and casing

were loaded on tiie pipe rack deck, L) tons on zaca side. The loading of the
drill stem and casing was completed about 1L0OC on 10 Avgust, 1955, The movable
bov wedge was also lowered and secured in the down position some time nrior to
1315 to install additional brackets to hold th2 wed7e in a position for toarinT,

7. 1n order to sink the bow wedre, aporoximately 160 tons of weisht would
be required. The wedge weighed 60 tons and therefore aporoximately 1J0
adcitional tons of ballast water in the wedze tanks would be necessary to
lower the wedse to the dowm position.

8. Testimony of Adams indicated that when he inserted the leocking pins to
hold the wedre in the down position, the surface of the watexr was about 12
inches above the pins. This would make the draft at the bow end about gibh,
After the pins were secured in place to secure the wedge in the down nosition
the pumnz were run for approximately 15 minutes to pump the water out of the
wecge; however, soundings were not taken to detcrmine the ancunt of water
actuaily left in the wodpe tanks after the pumps were stopped. According to
Adsms the pumps were stopped avout 1345. There was also testimony that at
abeot this time that szitation in the water near the stay oard suction
incicated that water was being pumped intc the barge.
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- f\ Chairman, Marine Beard of Investigation to 27 September 1956
" Gommandant (MVI) Al7-6/3 SEDCO WO, Rg‘ -22

" 9. Frankiin and Roberts both stated that at about 1430 that the draft on after

2°,
10. At this time (shortly before oapsising) stated that ballast tenks
2-3, 244, 6-3, 63, 10-3 mMW,mmwamMm

12. The draft at about 1430 was sporoximately 7'-6" on the after end,
sccording to testimony of Franklin and Roberts and sbout 9*-6¥ on the
m'cnﬁ. aocording to testimony of Adams, This would give & mean draft

13. At about 1530, uormmmwmmcwm.,m
%o imock off work for the dey, when they felt a jar, and seoonds later felt the
barge begin to list to starboard. When the

barge was oapsising they rushed to the gangway and most of them snocesded
in getting ashore before the barge caveised.

k. The following worimen were agssigned to ths barge on 10 August 1956 by
Avendale Marine Vays, Ing.:

Fndle Poret : _ Box 236, Route #1, Raceland, ls,
~ Jucien Rodrigue 228 Ave. A,, Vestwego, La.
, Randolph Flaisance ' Box 509, Racsland, la.
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Hawrico Scioneaux
Clinton Bennett

Sam Murphy

1. G, Rogers

John Qubre

Jogeph B. Savole, dJr.
Joseph E. Phelpa
Foster Davis, Jr.
Nelson Wilcox

Harry Bartley
Vincent. Adams

Indley J. Blancherd -
Henry J. Frederick Fried, Jr.
Colly Perocle
Lawrence Boudroaux
Fred Wood, Jr.
George Healy

Douglas Adans

Felix P. Kennecdy

Lee D, Kennedy

Earl J. Theriot
Joseph M, Nicholas
Eelonie Seioneaux
Hegzle Plerre
Kenneth R, Plokett

Box 186’ Vaﬂheris, La.

Siidell, La.

559 Hesper Sto, N-QOO, La.

813 Casﬂv Ave. 3 Metaire, La.
Chackbay, Thibodeaux, La.

Box 96, Rdgard, La,

1311& Miro Sto’ ooo’ La.

3606 Woshington Ave., N.0., La.
ii721 Erato St., §.0., la.

2800 Louisiena Ave., N.0., La.
Box 239, Route #1, Raceland, La.
£37 Pailet St., Harvey, La.
707 Mandﬂ‘ielle, ‘NOOO’ LF-.,

419 Palrwey Dr., Marrero, lLa.
Raceland, La. ’

455 Bast Pine St., Ponchatouls, ‘La. |

2&5 Broadlﬂv, N.O.’ La,
Box 524, Raceland, Louisiana
601 ¥. Carrollton Ave., N.O., la.

 Box 8255, Tropical Courts, N.0., La.

11} 14Sth St. Bridge City, la.

685 Weinberger Rd., Fonchatouls, lLa.
Gen'l. Delivery, Vacherie, la.

6&3 St. Glaude Ave., N.o.’ La.
4712 Orleans Blvd., N.0., La.

15, Thu following workmen were assizned to the barge ori 10 Aug 1956 by
Southeastemm Drilling Co.

16,

B, J. Robbins
Harry Kilgore

Ben Franklin, Jr,
Robert R, Robertas
Lesler H, Lewis
Donald M, Sharp
Herbert Roy

Joseph Ned Clanton
C. A. Welsh

R. Carpenter

R, E. Tucw

k., B, Holter

G, E, Hunt

Ce O, Rudder

Steve V. Wasooom
Tormy Mostyn.
Vemdell ‘M, Sullivan

4738 Venus St., N.O., La.

601 Huntley Drive, Algiers, la.

Chalmetts, lLa.

Sanford, N.C.

746 1st St., Hervey, lLa.

Seabieeze Hotel, Houma, La.

Kilgore, Texas

893 Belancer St., Houma, La.

112 Harrison, Pineville, La.

200 Central Bldg., Midland, Tex.
or Gensral Delivery, Snyder, Tex.

Route 1, Palestine, Tex,

1110 Danlel St., Kemmer, la.

433 Huntlee Drive, N.O., La.

2 Pine M1l Route 3, Harrigburg, Miss.

Generzl Delivery, Walker, La.
General Delivery, Vivian, La.
General Delivery, Lumberton, Miss.

The following men were lost by drowning:
Clinton Bemnett - next of kin - wife, Nell - Slidell, La.
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renrenss T, Tendpoar w lend of Mag - wife, Deris - 515 Foerington Dr., Marrern,
Te.

cettard iy e denh of Mo & fothop, G Re Rey - Poute 3, Box L, Filgore, Texas

Jogeph Hed Tlinton - fond of kin - wife, Lillian - 893 Ballancer S%., Howms, la,

L2 aRNR ] -t Ve ey - e A B
a0 PoMloing men ieva infursls

Les N, jnmnedy - bralen left lep (Jibula)

Larl Jd. Thorlotr - oontusicn of TirA Ymce

Somolwrphy - lesersedon o Jersinnnd

fre ive W2lel - conbusicn of rimdt knos

rannbel - candusion of rizhi lower arm, NeRay nejntive
e e Tueker - contusions of mek and herd

:’--;.' AR P
Willdem ~1len darmeyey 721 Cynthia, Lymn Pavk, Xenier, La.
lerry 4. niddle v 150 Raven S%., Harahsa, La,

Can Nurphy 559 lcsnar Ave., Mstalrie, La.
Ldiin Flescher 150 iiest lenefee St., N,0., L3,
Robert R, Roberis 2anford, Horth Carolina

. J. Robbins 4733 Vemss, %,0., La.

Jecrze Healy 2675 Broadugy, !.0., La.

Dovgles Adang gox 36, Raoelsnd, la,

Lon Frenkldin, Jr. Chalmette, la. :

Josoph B. Sanconi 237 Dorringten Blwd., 4.0., lLa.
Edwin ¥, Moore 53 Maryland Urive, 11.0., La.

Harry Blakely 1% Holois St., ilotaire, La.

Zarl. J. Therict 11 Fourteenth £t., Bridge City, ls.
Berry Kilcore 601. Huntley Dr., Algiers, ILa.
Lestoer H. lawis 7L5 First St., Harvey, La.

Donald K. Sharp Seabreeze Hotel, lowme, La,




CONCIUSIOND

18. That the builders, the Avondale Harine Ways, Inc., did not carry owt :
the instructions of the design agents in not pueping cut a}) ballfst after the
inclining and submerging test on 2 Augueb 1958.

19. That the buildors 4id not take ths nocessaly precautions to preserve the
s;retyofthamaelinthatthedrartmanwodtohmmbmndthemin
of safety. . , : .

20. That about 1400 on 10 August 1956 the mean Araft of the vessel bad inorecsed
to spproximately 84" through the loeding of about 80 tons of drill stem and
mdumﬂnpmmkhckmdmmmmofﬁammhlmumd
gecnre it in a down position. : ,

Z1. That at the time of capsising, ballast taniks 10-1, 16-2, 1h«l, k-2,
drilling vater tanks port and starboard, and fresh tenks, port and
M’mmcko E .

22. That about 1430 the vessel had developed a starboard 1ist of over 2°.

23. That with the free surface in the tanks of the vessel, the starboard list,
and in all nrobability the increase of draft resuliing from additional water
ballast having been pumped into tha bow wedge, the righting moment disappearad
opd the bange copoized at about 1530, 10 August 1956. .

2. th.wfutwmmmmmmmeumubefmm

oapsising begin was probably caussd by the carrying away of the mooring lines.

25. That Clinton Bennett, Lawrence J. Boudvesu, Herbert Ray, and Joseph Ned
Glmmuatthe;rumbydrwmuamultofthcmdw.

26. That Lee D. Kennedy suffered & btroken fibula of.the left leg and Earl J,
Therdot, Sam Murphy, C. A. Weléh, R. Garpenter ad R. E. Tuoker received
contusions and bruises. . .

EEQUISENDATIONS

27. That. the regulations promalgated pursuant %o Section L(e)(1) of the
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act bé amended to require plans approval and
inapemo lgtiagn during construgtion of all mobile platfoxms, as defined in Section

(signed) Jumes B. Rucker

. JAMES B. RUCKER, Captain, USCG
Chairman

{signed) ©C. H. Brosch
G. H. BROACH, Captain, USCO
Member

(signed) John F. Kettler

JOHN Fe KETTLER, Commender, USCG
Hember and Recorder
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